MINUTES: JANUARY 25, 2021
FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
7:00 p.m.

Members in Attendance via Videoconference: Sam Crowl, Chair

Jeff Risner, Vice-Chair
Peter Kotses, Member
Arian Smedley, Member

Administrators and/or
Other Elected Officials via Videoconference: President Knisely

Mayor Patterson

ITEMS DISCUSSED:

2021 Staffing Levels (amend)

-Crowl — the Interim Service-Safety Director has requested that the newly hired
Street Labor Supervisor be paid at an hourly rate higher than allowed by the
City’s Non-Union Benefits without City Council approval, and that the increase be
retroactive to December 21, 2020, the date of hire into the new position — this
employee is moving from a Union position to a Non-Union position and will be
losing some benefits -- also, an error needs amended in the 2021 staffing for the
Program Specialist — Arts that should read 25% from the Community Center
Fund and 75% from the Recreation Fund, it currently reads the reverse

Internet Auction of Obsolete Municipal Property
-Crowl — this is an annual ordinance to allow obsolete municipal property to be
auctioned pursuant to ORC 721.15(D)

-Clodfelter — asked if the items being auctioned are made available to the public
who might be interested in participating

-Crowl — there is advance notice — auctioned items are advertised for no less
than ten days

Prior Year Expenses

-Crowl — need approval to pay $10,000 from the General Fund, the insurance
deductible, to JWF for services rendered on a 2019 claim against the City; and
$141,700 from the Garbage Fund to pay the December invoice from Athens-
Hocking Recycling Centers

Appropriations/Transfers

-Crowl — appropriations similar to those recently approved for Internal Services,
are needed for administrative services for those funds outside of the General
Fund — interfund transfers are needed from the Community Development Block
Grant Fund to the General Fund, Street Fund, Water and Sewer Funds

ITEMS NEEDED ON AN UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL AGENDA:

1.

Staffing Levels

2. Internet Auction
3.
4. Appropriations/Transfers

Prior Year Expenses



MINUTES
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
JANUARY 25, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Members in Attendance via Videoconference: Chris Fahl, Chair
Jeff Risner, Vice-Chair
Sarah Grace, Member

Arian Smedley, Member
Administrators and/or Other Elected Officials

via Videoconference: President Knisely
Mayor Patterson
Code Director Riggs

Items Discussed:

¢ Blight and Condemnation (process)

-Riggs — see attached presentation on blight, condemnation, demolition
and eminent domain

-Fahl — asked how standing water as part of our mosquito control, and
overflowing or damaged gutters as health hazards are addressed

-Riggs — agrees, these are both health concerns and the Code
Enforcement Office works with the City-County Health Department in such
cases — damaged gutters can end up causing structural problems that can
then lead to an unsafe condition

-Risner — asked how much money the City has invested at the end of this
10-step blight process

-Riggs — it is a lot, and the Code Enforcement Office typically wouldn’t
begin this process without good reason, such as a structural problem or a
real safety issue

-Smedley — asked how the Code Enforcement Office is made aware of
issues of blight

-Riggs — probably 25% is observed by our Code Inspectors and 756% is
complaint-based

-Clodfelter — understands that tenants would be removed within 48-hours
if a structure is unsafe, and questioned whether that time begins after the
30-day wait of the Notice of Violation and the 15-day wait for the Order to
Comply



-Riggs — any tenants would be asked to leave as soon as the structure is
identified and deemed unsafe — there is language in the City Code to
handle the required move-out of on-premises tenants if a property is
deemed uninhabitable — most cases are premises that are vacant — the
best outcome is either getting the property owner to make the
improvements or to sell the property

-Fahl — if an owner doesn’t have the means to repair the house and it is
condemned, is there some type of assistance available to them if they are
forced to leave

-Riggs — the owner would not typically be forced to leave without some
provisions — there are some not for profit organizations in the area that
would be contacted for assistance

-Mayor — there are programs through Hocking-Athens-Perry Community
Action

-Kotses — from inspection date to completion date for condemnation cases
appears to be 9-10 months

-Riggs — it usually takes longer than that; it's a lengthy process

-Smedley — looking at the open cases it appears that most are on the west
side — asked if that is the trend

-Riggs — not always the case, but it is the older part of town

-Fahl — clarified that this process is used to maintain the health and safety
of the community

Athens County Land Bank (Ric Wasserman)

-Wasserman — provided an overview — the Athens County Land Bank was
instituted in 2018 — it is a private non-profit started by the Athens County
Commissioners with a five-member Board, all elected officials; two County
Commissioners, Treasurer, City of Athens Mayor, and a Township Trustee
— meetings are held monthly — the Athens Land Bank is a tool to address
properties that no longer have value — once the Land Bank acquires a
parcel, it has the ability to reset the taxes and assessments to $0 — this is
done with the idea of then being able to find someone to take on that
parcel, remediate the hazard, and start the process of rebuilding — the
Land Bank does not do a lot in the City of Athens because there is usually
land value — a Land Bank property has to be both tax delinquent and
abandoned — the two condemnation cases on Lancaster Street, on the
attached presentation by Code Director Riggs, are on the County’s
foreclosure list in hopes to recoup taxes and demolition costs through a
Sheriff's sale of the property — if these properties were taken through the
Land Bank there would be no way to recover these costs — 9 Atlantic, on
the list, went to a Sheriff's sale



-Smedley — at what point can the City do more to ensure the
neighborhood remains safe and to reduce blight

-Riggs - it is finding a balance of property owner rights and the rights of
the community — there must be a property health or safety issue to begin
the blight/condemnation process

-Wasserman — City is fortunate to have a Code Enforcement Office that
can address these issues

-Kotses — asked if finding an end-user for the property provides additional
tools for the Treasurer

-Wasserman — through the goodwill of an end-user, recently two
foreclosures on Nelsonville properties are now being improved

-Fahl — added, houses in flood prone areas can be removed and then kept
as vacant land

-Wasserman — again, the Land Bank has acquired 16 parcels in Trimble,
zeroed out the taxes, and turn them over to the Village — the Village can
then leverage those properties with a FEMA grant to remediate the
property, and deed restrict them from becoming future building sites

o Special Right-of-Way Permit (University Estates)
-Fahl — the University Estates Homeowners Association is requesting
placement of a guardhouse in the City right-of-way

-Mayor — this is the same area where a guardhouse stood once before — it
was significantly damaged by a vehicle and subsequently removed — the
foundation is still there — the guardhouse actually allowed shelter for some
City utilities

-Risner — questioned its function, and whether it could back traffic up onto
State Route 682

-Mayor — it is not a gate or a guard, but simply a decorative structure that
provided shelter for some ultilities that still exist, and are now more
exposed to the elements — so, will not impede or inhibit any vehicle from
entering or leaving the University Estates neighborhood

-Attendee Solveig Spjeldnes further explained that it is not a useable
guardhouse, aesthetic only, and used as a utility cover

ITEMS NEEDED ON AN UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL AGENDA:
1. University Estates
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Blighted Properties

 Definition of Blight

e "Blight." Condition of damage, decay, dilapidation, age, or obsolescence
producing inadequate provision for ventilation, light, air, sanitation, or
open space, or unsafe and unsanitary conditions, or conditions which
endanger lives or properties by fire or other hazards and causes, or
conditions conducive to ill health, transmission of disease, or conditions
detrimental to the public health, safety, and general welfare, or
conditions leading to a significant decrease in property values including,
but not limited to graffiti, in adjacent properties, or other identified
hazards to health and safety.
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Blighted Properties

What triggers the Blight Process

1.

B ¥ B a0

Safety or fire hazards

Excessive loose trash

Broken or dilapidated fences, walls, or other structures
Out of use or unusable appliances or automobile parts
Unused rugs, rags, or other materials hung on lines
Broken, dilapidated or unusable furniture; mattresses

What does not triggers the Blight Process

fi

.
X,
A

Multiple vehicles parked in driveway — whether or not they are operational
Ugly house paint, furnishings, decorations, or landscaping

Children's toys, bicycles and playsets

Outdoor storage of construction materials, equipment, etc. (time limited)
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Condemnation

e 29.04.01 — Condemnation

* When a structure or part thereof is found by the code official to
be unsafe, or when a structure or part thereof is found unfit for
human occupancy or use, or is found unlawful, it may be
condemned pursuant to the provisions of this code and may be
placarded and vacated, and a proper affidavit prepared by the
code enforcement office, and such action shall be recorded in
the county recorder's office and cross-referenced to the deed to
the property. It shall not be reoccupied without approval of the
code official. Unsafe equipment shall be placarded and placed
out of service.



ss220.4d uonijowap 03 08 — Jledal 10U S90pP JBUMO J| 6

9]qelqeyul/ajes si 1
J1 duiwi1ap 03 Aadoud 109dsul-a4 sHI1SP 1034400/41edD4 0] SJAWSLIE JSUMO JUQ '8

3JN10NJ1S [BSS 01 JOUMO JSPJO pue UOI1e}IgeY JOj 1ljun/3jesun se 2InjonJls pJedeld /L
92140
$19PJ023J 1B JUSWNJ0P PJ0d3J pue HAeple aiedald 01 J4e1s 9210 MET YUM HIOM  °9

UOI1B|OIA JO JOUMO
Apiadoud Ajir0u 11X |[13S SUOIIPUOD §| “(Juesiem e auinbas Aew) Apadold 109dsui-9y

SINOY-8f UIYUM PaAOWI Sjueual — paldnido §|
(sanss| 1094403 03 3wl Mo[|e) Sulllum ul Jsumo Anadoud Ajilou - paidndoouny| g

(34n0) Aluno) suayly
WoJj Juesiem e aiinbai Aew) ajgenqeyuiun/ajesun si Apadoud eyl uonedyusA g

Auadoud jo uoipdadsu] T
$S9J30.d uoljeuwapuo)

< in

uonjeuwopuo)



Demolition

* Chapter 29.06.01 - Demolition of Buildings

* The director of code enforcement or service-safety director may order the owner
of premises upon which is located any structure or part thereof which, in the code
official's judgment, is so old, dilapidated or has become so out of repair as to be
dangerous, unsafe, unsanitary or otherwise unfit for human habitation, occupancy
or use, and so that it would be unreasonable to repair the same, to raze and
remove such structure or part thereof; or if it can be made safe by repairs, to
repair and make safe and sanitary or to raze and remove at the owner's option; or
where there has been a cessation of normal construction of any structure for a
period of more than two years, to raze and remove such structure or part thereof.
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Demolition

Eminent Domain

ORC 163.021 Taking necessary for public use - blight - veto.

A>vzo wmm:n< m:m__muv_‘ouamﬁm_,mm_uﬂoumﬂzmxnmvﬁmm :mnmmme m:aﬁoﬂmucu:ncmm._3m:<m_u_u8_u1mzo?”:mﬁmwmzmmmm:n«\m:m__m:o<<_u<m
preponderance of the evidence that the taking is necessary and for a public use.

(B) Before an agency appropriates property based on a finding that the area is a blighted area or a slum, the agency shall do both of the following:

(1) Adopt a comprehensive development plan that describes the public need for the property. The plan shall include at least one study documenting the
public need. All of the costs of developing the plan shall be publicly financed.

(2) If the agency is governed by a legislative body, obtain a resolution from that legislative body affirming the public need for the property.

(C) No park board, park district, board of directors of a conservancy district, incorporated association with a purpose of establishing or preserving public
parks and memorial sites, or similar park authority shall exercise mzﬁuos\mq of eminent domain to appropriate real property outside the county or counties
in which the park authority is located unless the mﬂn_,ovzmzo: has the written approval of the legislative authority of each county in which the property is
located, other than the county or counties in which the park authority is located.

%E 20mmm:n<m:m=muuﬂov:mﬁmvﬁonm—.ﬁ,\cmmmao:mm:&:mﬁ:m::m\umqnm_mmmU_ﬂm_r,ﬁmaumqnm_o_l%m::mmﬂmmwmczm:ﬁmam_‘mmo_.m_cac<3m_a:m§mﬁ
inding in, or in conjunction with, an emergency ordinance or resolution.

:u:m: mu%_.o _‘ﬂmmo:mm?\mcc:nm%:nﬁ:miw:oﬂm_mnﬂmam:am:oE:m;mm_u_‘osama,n_._mucc:nmmm:n«\s\#:msiﬂm:ov_.mnzo:,noﬁ:mmuuﬂovlmao?
the elected officials of the public agency or elected individual that appointed the unelected agency may veto that appropriation. If the unelected public
agency was appointed by more than one public agency or elected individual, a majority vote of the elected officials of the appointing public agencies or
elected individuals is required to veto the appropriation. If the public agency that is not elected is a state agency or instrumentality such as a university, the
governor has the veto authority. The governor may delegate that authority but may not delegate that authority to the unelected agency that seeks the
appropriation.

Effective Date: 2007 SB7 10-10-2007.
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