
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MAY 18, 2026 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
 
 

 
 

Call to Order  
 

Establish Quorum  
 

Approval of Agenda  
 

Communications  
 

Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  
 

Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-40-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO MAKE APPLICATION AND ENTER INTO 
A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES. 
Introduced by Council Member Wood 

0-42-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 
 

Ordinance for Second Reading:  

0-44-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, SECTION 3.07.50, ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ATHENS MUNICIPAL ARTS 
COMMISSION.  
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 
 

Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-45-26 
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING LASHER HALL, LOCATED AT 43 WEST UNION STREET, 
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AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-46-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 36-24; THE ATHENS UPTOWN DESIGNATED 
OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA (DORA), AREA EXPANSION AND HOURS OF 
OPERATION; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-47-26 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE CONTINUATION OF THE UPTOWN DESIGNATED 
OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA (DORA). 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-48-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING RENOVATION OF THE PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
PLAYGROUND LOCATED BEHIND THE COMMUNITY CENTER, PROJECT #394.  
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 

0-49-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A WATER METER UPGRADE, PROJECT #395.  
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 

0-50-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 74-25 TO INCREASE THE AUTHORIZED 
EXPENDITURE FOR A NEW RESTROOM FACILITY AT THE WEST STATE PARK, 
PROJECT #349.  
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 

0-51-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 2026-2028 
PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT WITH THE ATHENS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AS 
APPLICANT AND GRANTEE, IF FUNDED, FOR SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION TO 
THE OFFICE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
DEVELOPMENT (ODOD) FOR THE COMMUNITY HOUSING IMPACT AND 
PRESERVATION PROGRAM (CHIP); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 

0-52-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

0-53-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 09-19; CREDIT CARD POLICY. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 
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0-54-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-23; AUTHORIZING AN INCREASED 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE WEST WASHINGTON SIDEWALK AND SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT (#335).  
Introduced by Council Member Clodfelter 
 

Announcements & Other Business:  

 • -Motion to Accept the April 2026 Financial Reports 
-Motion to Accept the March and April Credit Card Transactions 

 
Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

 
Executive Session:  

 • -Pending Litigation 
-Sale of Property 

 
Adjournment  

 

 Micah McCarey 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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       0-40-26 
 
 
Introduced by Michael Wood, Member 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO MAKE APPLICATION AND 
ENTER INTO A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES. 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio through the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, administers financial assistance for public recreation purposes through the 
State of Ohio NatureWorks Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Athens desires financial assistance under the 
NatureWorks Program; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Mayor is hereby authorized to file an application and, if 
awarded, enter into an agreement with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for 
the purpose of acquiring funds through the State of Ohio NatureWorks Program.   
 
 SECTION II: The City does agree to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily 
complete the proposed project and become eligible for reimbursement under the terms 
of the NatureWorks Program. 
 
 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  
 
 
        _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 

Page 4 of 32



 
 
    0-42-26 
 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000.00) to General Fund, Police, 101.207, T.C. 500, 
to replace voice logger and radio equipment; 
 
Three Hundred Thirteen Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-One and 33/100 Dollars 
($313,991.33) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for the Public Safety Training Facility 
Project, Project #373; 
 
One Hundred Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-Two and 40/100 Dollars ($100,662.40) to 
Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500, for Project #373; and 
 
Ninety-Three Thousand Two Hundred Five and 92/100 Dollars ($93,205.92) to Sewer 
Fund, 750, T.C. 500, for Project #373, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts. 
 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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                         0-44-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
   
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, SECTION 3.07.50, ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ATHENS MUNICIPAL 
ARTS COMMISSION.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  Athens City Code, Title 3, Administrative Provisions, Section 
3.07.50 (A), Establishment of the Athens Municipal Arts Commission, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:   

3.07.50. - Establishment of the Athens Municipal Arts Commission. 

(A)  There is hereby created and established the Athens municipal arts commission 
consisting of the mayor or their designee, a member of city council, and seven nine 
members of whom shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of 
the city council. At least Four five members of the commission shall be electors of 
the city, and three four members may reside outside the corporate limits., but within 
Athens County.  

 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 

 
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
        
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
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    0-45-26 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING LASHER HALL, LOCATED AT 43 WEST UNION 
STREET, AS A LOCAL HISTORIC LANDMARK.  
 
 WHEREAS, a recommendation has been received from the City of Athens 
Historic Preservation Commission; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the building located at 43 West Union Street built in 1925 by Fred 
W. Bush, editor and publisher of The Athens Messenger from 1896 to 1929, served as 
the offices and production facilities of the paper from 1929 until the paper’s move into 
their new facility on Johnson Road in 1970, and thereafter served as the home of Ohio 
University’s School of Journalism and School of Interpersonal Communication, meets 
Athens City Code Section 45.11 (A), (B), (D) and (G) criteria for “landmark 
designation;” and 
 
 WHEREAS, in accordance with Athens City Code, Title 45.12(E), Designation 
Procedures for Historic Districts or Landmarks, Athens City Council has scheduled a 
public hearing on June 15, 2026; 
  
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: This City Council does hereby designate Lasher Hall, located at 
43 West Union Street, as a local historic landmark.  
  
 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
__________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-48-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
    City & Safety Services Committee 
     
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING RENOVATION OF THE PRE-KINDERGARTEN 
PLAYGROUND LOCATED BEHIND THE COMMUNITY CENTER, PROJECT #394.  
  
 WHEREAS, this equipment is being purchased through Sourcewell, a 
cooperative purchasing program, and competitive bidding is not required; and 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance, 120-25, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Eighty Thousand 
Dollars ($80,000.00) to APR Income Tax Fund, 273, T.C. 500, toward renovation of 
the Pre-Kindergarten Playground located behind the Community Center, Project 
#394; and increasing the total appropriations by said amount.  
 
 SECTION II:   The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up 
to One Hundred Five Thousand Dollars ($105,000.00) from APR Income Tax Fund, 
273, T.C. 500, for said Project #394. 
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
     _________________________  
     President of Council 
 
ATTEST:    APPROVED: 
 
_____________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council   Mayor 
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        0-49-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A WATER METER UPGRADE, PROJECT #395.  
 
 WHEREAS, upgrading the City’s water meters will allow the meters to be read 
via a radio signal, for easier access to monitor water usage; and 
 

WHEREAS, said water meters will be purchased through Sourcewell, a 
cooperative purchasing program, and competitive bidding is not required; 
  
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance, 120-25, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Six Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($650,000.00) to Water Fund, 740.636, T.C. 500; 
and 
 
Six Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($650,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750.636, T.C. 500, 
for upgrading City water meters, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts. 
 
 SECTION II:  The Service Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
One Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($1,300,000.00) as follows: 
 
Six Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($650,000.00) to Water Fund, 740.636, T.C. 500; 
and 
 
Six Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($650,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750.636, T.C. 500, 
for upgrading City water meters, for said Project #395. 
 
 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
         
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-50-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
     
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 74-25 TO INCREASE THE 
AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURE FOR A NEW RESTROOM FACILITY AT THE WEST 
STATE PARK, PROJECT #349.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  Section II of Ordinance 74-25 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
(Section III):  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to Three 
Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($325,000.00) Three Hundred Forty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($345,000.00) from APR Income Tax Fund, 273, T.C. 500, for said 
Project #349. 
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.  
 
 
     _________________________  
     President of Council 
 
ATTEST:    APPROVED: 
 
_____________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council   Mayor 
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    0-52-26 
 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) to CDBG Fund, 248, T.C. 500, 
appropriated by 0-36-25 for the Columbus Road Lift Station, Project #359, but not 
encumbered; 
 
Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) to Parking Garage Fund, 730, T.C. 300, to 
cover electric costs, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts. 
 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-54-26 
 
Introduced by Beth Clodfelter, Chair 
   Transportation Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-23; AUTHORIZING AN INCREASED 
EXPENDITURE FOR THE WEST WASHINGTON SIDEWALK AND SAFETY 
IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT (#335).  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Section II of Ordinance 14-23 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Two 
Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00) Two Hundred Twenty-Two 
Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($222,300.00) as follows:  One Hundred Thirty-Two 
Thousand Three Hundred Dollars ($132,300.00) ($130,000.00) from CDBG Fund, 248, 
T.C. 500; and Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, 
for said Project (#335). 
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  
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