
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, MAY 4, 2026 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
 
 

 
 

Call to Order  
 

Establish Quorum  
 

Approval of Agenda  
 

Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held April 20, 2026 
 

Communications  
 

Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  
 

Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-29-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE CONVEYANCE OF A SURPLUS CITY-OWNED 
PARCEL ON HUDSON AVENUE TO COMMUNITY BUILDING PARTNERS, LLC. IN 
FURTHERANCE OF THE WELCOME HOME OHIO GRANT PROGRAM, AND 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-30-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A ONE-YEAR 
AGREEMENT WITH SUNDAY CREEK HORIZONS, A CONSULTING FIRM.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-31-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-26; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY 
DIRECTOR TO CLOSE STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR 2026 SPECIAL EVENTS; 
AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED DATES OR CANCEL THE EVENTS, AS NECESSARY.  
Introduced by Council Member Clodfelter 
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0-32-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE SUSTAINABLE OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (SOPEC) TO 
RECEIVE ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS AND AUTHORIZE THEIR 
INSTALLATION ON PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
Introduced by Council Member Clodfelter 

0-33-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25 TO 
RECONCILE FEDERAL AND STATE PASS-THROUGH PAYMENTS. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

0-34-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 121-25; AUTHORIZING 2026 STAFFING 
LEVELS. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-35-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

0-38-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A REPLACEMENT DUMP TRUCK 
FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT; AND DISPOSAL OF THE CURRENT DUMP TRUCK. 
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 

0-39-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A CONTRACT WITH THE WASHINGTON COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 
 

Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-40-26 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO MAKE APPLICATION AND ENTER INTO 
A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES. 
Introduced by Council Member Wood 

0-42-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 
 

Ordinance for First Reading:  

0-44-26 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, SECTION 3.07.50, ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ATHENS MUNICIPAL ARTS 
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COMMISSION.  
Introduced by Council Member Isherwood 
 

Announcements & Other Business  
 

Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

 
Adjournment  

 

 Micah McCarey 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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     0-31-26 
 
Introduced by Beth Clodfelter, Chair 
   Transportation Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-26; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO CLOSE STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR 2026 
SPECIAL EVENTS; AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED DATES OR CANCEL THE 
EVENTS, AS NECESSARY.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:    Section I A. of Ordinance 16-26 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 
 
Section I:   
 
A.  Close designated streets to vehicular traffic in the City of Athens no earlier than 
6:00 a.m. and no later than midnight, and maintain cross traffic wherever practicable, 
for the following events:  
 

• International Street Fair, April 11, Union Street from Court to University Terrace 
 

• Community Safety Event, April 17, Union Street from Congress to Court 
 

• DORA Opening Event, May 16, Court West State Street from Washington to 
State Congress to Court 

 
• The Plains Lions Club Cruise-ins, June 6, July 31, and August 28, Court Street 

from Washington to State  
 

• Pride Street Fair, June 6, Union Street from Congress to Court 
 

• Back to the Bricks, June 9, Court Street from State to Carpenter 
 

• Boogie on the Bricks, June 13, Court Street from Washington to State 
 

• Fourth of July Celebration, July 4, Court Street from Washington to Carpenter 
 

• Ohio Brew Week, First Call, July 10, Court Street from Washington to State 
 

• Ohio Brew Week, Last Call, July 18, Court Street from Washington to Carpenter 
 

• Athens Community Arts & Music Festival, August 1, Union Street from 
Congress to Court 
 

• Bounty on the Bricks, August 8, Court Street from Union to Washington 
 

• Halloween Block Party, October 31, Court Street from Washington to Carpenter 
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• International King Midget Jamboree Cruise In, August 7, Court Street from 
Union to Washington 

 
SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-32-26 
 
Introduced by Beth Clodfelter, Chair 
   Transportation Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE SUSTAINABLE OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY 
COUNCIL (SOPEC) TO RECEIVE ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS AND 
AUTHORIZE THEIR INSTALLATION ON PUBLIC PROPERTY. 
 

WHEREAS, the Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (DBA Sustainable Ohio  
Public Energy Council) (“SOPEC”) exists to serve its members; and  
 

WHEREAS, on June 13, 2023, SOPEC applied for a grant from the United 
States Department of Transportation Charging and Fueling Infrastructure Discretionary 
Grant Program (CFI Program), which funds projects to strategically deploy publicly 
accessible electric vehicle charging and alternative fueling infrastructure in urban and 
rural areas and along designated Alternative Fuel Corridors (AFCs); and  
 

WHEREAS, SOPEC submitted applications to both the Community Program 
and the Corridor Program to support EV infrastructure development in Southeast and 
Southwest Ohio; and  
 

WHEREAS, SOPEC was awarded funding pursuant to the Responsive 
Interregional Deployment of Electrification Solutions (RIDES) grant, Award Numbers 
693JJ32440379 and 693JJ32540091, for the deployment of Electric Vehicle (EV) 
chargers in urban and rural community areas, as well as along designated AFCs, to 
support the development and usage of sustainable methods of transportation; and 
 

WHEREAS, SOPEC has identified the real property located at the Athens City 
Parking Garage (13 E. Washington St.), Parking Spaces along Armory Street (1 
Armory St.), and the parking lot at the Athens Fire Department Headquarters (120 E. 
Stimson Ave.), in the City of Athens, Ohio as potential locations for the deployment 
and operation of EV chargers pursuant to the terms of the RIDES grant and any other 
agreements as between the City of Athens and SOPEC for the operation and 
maintenance of the charger(s); and  
 

WHEREAS, Athens City Council wishes to authorize the acceptance of the EV 
chargers for installation and operation at said locations; and  
 

WHEREAS, in the event the proposed Sites identified are rejected or otherwise 
deemed unsuitable for the installation of the EV chargers, the Council hereby grants 
authorization to the Service Safety Director to identify and assess up to three (3) 
mutually agreed upon alternate locations to serve as the Sites for the deployment and 
operation of the EV chargers provided the Sites satisfy the project requirements, terms 
of the RIDES grant, and any other agreements as between the City and SOPEC for 
the operation and maintenance of the EV charger(s). 
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 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I: Athens City Council hereby authorizes the real property 
located at the Athens City Parking Garage (13 E. Washington St.), Parking Spaces 
along Armory Street (1 Armory St.), and the parking lot at the Athens Fire Department 
Headquarters (120 E. Stimson Ave.) as appropriate and acceptable locations for the 
installation and deployment of EV chargers pursuant to the RIDES grant program and 
any other agreement as between SOPEC and the City of Athens for the operation and 
maintenance of said charger(s). 
 

In the event any of the real properties are rejected or otherwise deemed 
unsuitable for the installation of the EV charger or chargers planned or designated for 
the Site, Athens City Council hereby grants authorization to the Service Safety Director 
for the identification and assessment of up to three (3) mutually agreed upon alternate 
locations to serve as the Sites for the deployment and operation of the EV chargers 
provided the Site(s) satisfy the project requirements, terms of the RIDES grant, and 
any other agreements as between the City and SOPEC for the operation and 
maintenance of the EV charger(s). 
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
       ____________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
_____________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
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    0-33-26 
 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25 TO 
RECONCILE FEDERAL AND STATE PASS-THROUGH PAYMENTS. 
 
 WHEREAS, the 2025 city fiscal year closed without being able to fully reconcile 
federal and state pass-through payments in the Small Cities ODOT Fund, and the TIF 
Fund for project numbers 357, 358, 365, 366, and 367 due to lag in contractor billing, 
state agency processing, and city document review and processing, and 
 WHEREAS, being only pass-through funds, they cannot be encumbered so the 
appropriations died at the end of the city 2025 fiscal year, and 
 WHEREAS, the administration estimated the 2026 amount for Fund 589  
appropriations to be $7,000,000 and Fund 590 appropriations to be $0, which is lower 
than needed and should be $11.3 million and $400,000, respectively, to correctly 
account for the federal and state pass-through expenditures; and 
 WHEREAS, the authorized expenditures for said projects will remain the same; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Four Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,300,000.00) to Small Cities ODOT 
Fund, 589, T.C. 500, to account for federal and state pass-through expenditures; and 
 
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) to OPWC Fund, 590, T.C. 500, to 
account for federal and state pass-through expenditures, and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amounts. 
 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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    0-35-26 
 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sum: 
 
Eight Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($8,500.00) to General Fund, Fire, 101.208, 
T.C. 500, for a thermal imaging equipment grant, and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amount. 
 

SECTION II:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is further amended by 
decreasing and increasing the following funds by said amounts: 
 
decrease Water Fund, Plant, 740.637, T.C. 100, personnel, by Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000.00), and increase Water Fund, Maintenance, 740.635, T.C. 300, 
professional services, by same amount; 
 
decrease Sewer Fund, Plant, 750.637, T.C. 100, personnel, by Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000.00), and increase Sewer Fund, Maintenance, 750.635, T.C. 300, 
professional services, by the same amount; and 
 
decrease Storm Sewer, Plant, 755.637, T.C. 100, personnel, by Twenty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) and increase T.C. 300, professional services, by same 
amount, and decreasing and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.   
 

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-38-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A REPLACEMENT DUMP 
TRUCK FOR THE SEWER DEPARTMENT; AND DISPOSAL OF THE CURRENT 
DUMP TRUCK. 
 
 WHEREAS, this equipment can be purchased through State bid pricing, 
therefore competitive bidding is not required;  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:    The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to  
Ninety-Five Thousand Dollars ($95,000.00) from Sewer Fund, Maintenance, 750.635, 
T.C. 500, for the purchase of a replacement dump truck.   
 
 SECTION II:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following vehicle no 
longer needed for a municipal purpose: 
 
       VEHICLE             SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#        
2007 Ford Dump Truck   1FDAF57R88EA37022   850256 
 

SECTION III:  The above-listed vehicle has reached its useful life and is hereby 
authorized for disposal via trade-in on the replacement dump truck, auction, or scrap.  
 
 SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 

 
     ____________________________ 

      President of Council 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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       0-40-26 
 
 
Introduced by Michael Wood, Member 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO MAKE APPLICATION AND 
ENTER INTO A PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES. 
 
 WHEREAS, the State of Ohio through the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources, administers financial assistance for public recreation purposes through the 
State of Ohio NatureWorks Program; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Athens desires financial assistance under the 
NatureWorks Program; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Mayor is hereby authorized to file an application and, if 
awarded, enter into an agreement with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources for 
the purpose of acquiring funds through the State of Ohio NatureWorks Program.   
 
 SECTION II: The City does agree to obligate the funds required to satisfactorily 
complete the proposed project and become eligible for reimbursement under the terms 
of the NatureWorks Program. 
 
 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  
 
 
        _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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    0-42-26 
 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2026 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 120-25. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2026 Appropriation Ordinance 120-25 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars ($65,000.00) to General Fund, Police, 101.207, T.C. 500, 
to replace voice logger and radio equipment; 
 
Three Hundred Thirteen Thousand Nine Hundred Ninety-One and 33/100 Dollars 
($313,991.33) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for the Public Safety Training Facility 
Project, Project #373; 
 
One Hundred Thousand Six Hundred Sixty-Two and 40/100 Dollars ($100,662.40) to 
Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500, for Project #373; and 
 
Ninety-Three Thousand Two Hundred Five and 92/100 Dollars ($93,205.92) to Sewer 
Fund, 750, T.C. 500, for Project #373, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts. 
 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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                         0-44-26 
 
 
Introduced by Paul Isherwood, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
   
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, SECTION 3.07.50, ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ATHENS MUNICIPAL 
ARTS COMMISSION.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  Athens City Code, Title 3, Administrative Provisions, Section 
3.07.50 (A), Establishment of the Athens Municipal Arts Commission, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:   

3.07.50. - Establishment of the Athens Municipal Arts Commission. 

(A)  There is hereby created and established the Athens municipal arts commission 
consisting of the mayor or their designee, a member of city council, and seven nine 
members of whom shall be appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of 
the city council. Four Five members of the commission shall be electors of the city, 
and three four members may reside outside the corporate limits., but within Athens 
County.  

 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 

 
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
        
______________________________  ______________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
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