
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2025 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

[IGNORE_INDENT] 
 
 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES COMMITTEE:  

 • AEP Easement (Kenny Drive property) 
 

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  

 • Outdoor Recreation Council of Appalachia (2025 membership payment) 
 

Establish Quorum  
 

Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held November 17, 2025 
Special Session of City Council held November 24, 2025 

 
Communications  

 
Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

 
Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-120-25 
AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 
EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO, DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2026. 
Introduced by the Finance and Personnel Committee 

 • 0-139-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING, CHAPTER 
23.04, PERMITTED USES, TO ALLOW TEMPORARY SHELTERS AS A 
CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USE IN R-3 AND B-3 ZONES. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 
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 • 0-140-25 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT  
43 SOUTH COURT STREET TO ADD A BALCONY TO AN EXISTING BUILDING.   
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

 
Ordinance for Second Reading:  

 • 0-141-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

 
Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-142-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE AN 
EASEMENT AND RIGHT-OF-WAY AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO POWER COMPANY 
(AEP) AT 25 KENNY DRIVE. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-143-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 112-24 TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FROM THE CITY’S TRANSIENT GUEST TAX FOR THE OPERATION OF THE OUTDOOR 
RECREATION COUNCIL OF APPALACHIA (ORCA); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 
 

One-Reading Resolutions:  

 • R-07-25 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL MEMBER SOLVEIG SPJELDNES FOR HER PUBLIC 
SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 • R-08-25 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL MEMBER JEFF RISNER FOR HIS PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 • R-09-25 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL PRESIDENT SAM CROWL FOR HIS PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 
Announcements & Other Business  
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Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

 
Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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0-139-25  

 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
  Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING, CHAPTER 
23.04, PERMITTED USES, TO ALLOW TEMPORARY SHELTERS AS A 
CONDITIONALLY PERMITTED USE IN R-3 AND B-3 ZONES. 
 
 WHEREAS, on June 4, the Athens City Planning Commission recommended 
approving Case #25-05, to allow temporary shelters as a Conditionally Permitted Use 
in R-3 and B-3 Zones; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on November 3, 2025, Athens City Council held a public hearing to 
discuss the Planning Commission’s recommendation on said Case #25-05; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Athens City Code, Title 23, Zoning, Chapter 23.04, Permitted Uses, 
Section 23.04.03, R-3 Residential Zone (Multi-Family), is hereby amended to include 
(C)(8), Conditionally permitted uses, to read as follows: 
 
(C) Conditionally permitted uses: 
 

(8) Temporary Housing Shelters – housing structures of a temporary nature that 
are not affixed to the property and that do not contain kitchen or bathroom 
facilities. One sink and one toilet must be available for use within 200-feet for 
every three temporary housing shelter units. Approval by the Service-Safety 
Director must first be obtained before approval of this use by the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. Temporary housing shelter use must be reapproved every 
year by the Service-Safety Director. 

 
 SECTION II: Athens City Code, Title 23, Zoning, Chapter 23.04, Permitted 
Uses, Section 23.04.07, B-3 General Business Zone, is hereby amended to include 
(C)(2) to read as follows: 
 
(C) Conditionally permitted uses: 
 

(2) Temporary Housing Shelters – housing structures of a temporary nature that 
are not affixed to the property and that do not contain kitchen or bathroom 
facilities. One sink and one toilet must be available for use within 200-feet for 
every three temporary housing shelter units. Approval by the Service-Safety 
Director must first be obtained before approval of this use by the  

Page 6 of 19



 
 
 
 
 
Board of Zoning Appeals. Temporary housing shelter use must be reapproved 
every year by the Service-Safety Director. 

 
 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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    0-141-25 
 
 
Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Eight Thousand Seventy-
Six Dollars ($8,076.00) to Transportation Fund, 214, T.C. 300, for the 4th quarter 
payment to HAPCAP, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount. 
 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-143-25 
 
 
Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee 
     
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 112-24 TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL 
SUPPORT FROM THE CITY’S TRANSIENT GUEST TAX FOR THE OPERATION OF 
THE OUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL OF APPALACHIA (ORCA); AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  Section I of Ordinance 112-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  
 
Section I:  The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into an agreement to provide 
financial support from the City’s Transient Guest Tax, paid into the General Fund, to 
the Outdoor Recreation Council of Appalachia (ORCA), a Regional Council of 
Governments (COG) for the operation of ORCA, provided that the proceeds of such 
tax are sufficient, legally available, and lawfully appropriated for the purpose, and the 
City’s General Fund reserve balance is 8% or higher, for the year 2024. Thereafter the 
reserve balance shall be 9% or higher. A copy of said agreement is attached hereto 
and incorporated herein by reference.   
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor. 
  
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
         
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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