
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2025 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. PUBLIC HEARING: Recommendation from the Athens City Planning Commission 
to amend Athens City Zoning Code Section 23.04.03, Permitted Uses in R-3 
Residential Zone (Multi-Family) to permit Temporary Housing Shelters as a 
Permitted Accessory Use for the Gathering Place, located at 1, 5, and 7 Congress 
Street  

2. REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL  

3. Establish Quorum  

4. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of Council held October 6, 2025 

5. Communications  

6. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

7. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-85-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 9, 
GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.12, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, SECTION 
9.12.18, MATERIALS ON STREET OR SIDEWALK.  
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-96-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

8. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-100-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
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PRE-ANNEXATION AGREEMENT WITH THE ATHENS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-101-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND 
ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT(S) FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW WATER LINE ALONG JACOBS STREET FROM GRAHAM TO 
STONEYBROOK, PROJECT (#386). 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

0-103-25 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TITLE 29, HOUSING REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 29.37, 
UNOCCUPIED AND VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-104-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 29, HOUSING REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 29.37, 
DEFINITIONS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-105-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS, 
CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, TO INCLUDE SECTION 29.37.06.   
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-106-25 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A “DO NOT KNOCK” REGISTRATION PROGRAM 
THROUGH THE NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-107-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 11, BUSINESS REGULATIONS, 
CHAPTER 11.04, VENDING, PEDDLING AND SOLICITING, SECTION 11.04.17, 
TRESPASSING OF PEDDLERS OR SOLICITORS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-110-25 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A CYBERSECURITY POLICY FOR THE CITY OF 
ATHENS.  
Introduced by All Members of Council 

9. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-112-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING, CHAPTER 23.04, 
PERMITTED USES, TO ALLOW TEMPORARY SHELTERS AS A PERMITTED USE IN AN 
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R-3 RESIDENTIAL ZONE AT 1, 5, AND 7 NORTH CONGRESS STREET. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-113-25 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING PORTIONS OF NORTH LANCASTER STREET, SECOND 
STREET, COLUMBIA AVENUE, AND COLUMBUS ROAD FROM ZONES R-1 AND B-2D TO 
ZONES R-2, B-1, AND B-2. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

0-114-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-115-25 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 25 CENTRAL AVENUE NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
SELL SAID PROPERTY TO ANOTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.  
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-116-25 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING PROPERTY LOCATED AT 458 RICHLAND AVENUE NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE; AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
SELL SAID PROPERTY TO ANOTHER POLITICAL SUBDIVISION.  
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-117-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT NO LONGER NEEDED 
FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

10. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Accept the September 2025 Financial Reports 
Motion to Accept the August 2025 Credit Card Transactions 

11. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

12. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
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accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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         0-85-25 
 
Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair 
   Transportation Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE 
TITLE 9, GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.12, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, 
SECTION 9.12.18, MATERIALS ON STREET OR SIDEWALK.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 9, General Regulations, Chapter 9.12, 
Streets and Sidewalks, Section 9.12.18, Materials on Street or Sidewalk, is hereby 
amended to add Sections (G) and (H): 
 
(G) No dumpsters, moving pods, or construction trailers may be set on sidewalks or 
public streets without first being permitted by the Service-Safety Director or their 
designee. The fees for said permits shall be established by separate ordinance.  
 
(H) No temporary closure of any street, alley, or sidewalk may be allowed unless 
permitted by the Service-Safety Director or their designee. Any temporary closure 
request shall include a pedestrian and vehicle maintenance of traffic plan and follow 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). Sidewalks closed for 
extended periods must be appropriately barricaded and signed; alternate 
passageways may be required. Special event street closures are not regulated by this 
section. The fee for the temporary closure of any street, alley, or sidewalk per day 
shall be established by separate ordinance.  
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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    0-96-25 
 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Acting Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000.00) to General Fund, Other Administrative, 101.120, T.C. 300, for the Ohio 
Governor’s Imagination Library, and increasing the total appropriation by said amount.  
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-101-25 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Acting Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT(S) FOR CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW WATER LINE ALONG JACOBS 
STREET FROM GRAHAM TO STONEYBROOK, PROJECT (#386). 
 
 WHEREAS, this new water line is to provide adequate fire flow to support the 
sprinkler system at the new Athens County Children Services facility; and  
 WHEREAS, since the Athens County Children Services is a water and sewer 
customer outside the City limits, the City is working on an annexation agreement with 
the County in exchange for the City funding the increased line size; and 

WHEREAS, said upgrade will increase fire flow on Utah and Strathmore due to 
interconnection with those lines; 
   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract(s), with the lowest and best 
bidder, for construction of a new waterline along Jacobs Street, from Graham to 
Stoneybrook, Project (#386).  
 
 SECTION II: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Three Hundred Eighty 
Thousand Dollars ($380,000.00) to Water Fund, 740.635, T.C. 500, and increasing the 
total appropriations by said amount. 
 

SECTION III:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Three Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($380,000.00) from Water Fund, 740.635,  
T.C. 500, on said Project (#386). 
 
 SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  
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         0-103-25 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TITLE 29, HOUSING REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 
29.37, UNOCCUPIED AND VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION. 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby establishes Title 29, Housing 
Regulations, Chapter 29.37, Unoccupied and Vacant Property Registration, to read as 
follows:  
 
 Chapter 29.37 – UNOCCUPIED AND VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION  
 
29.37.01 PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this chapter is to establish a program for identifying and 
registering unoccupied and vacant residential, commercial and industrial buildings and 
structures; to determine responsibilities of owners of vacant buildings and structures; 
and to speed the rehabilitation of vacant properties and buildings for productive use.  
 
29.37.02 APPLICATION OF THIS CHAPTER 
 

This chapter shall be applicable to all residential, commercial, and industrial 
buildings, structures and premises located within the City of Athens. 
 
29.37.03 REGISTRATION 
 

(A) All buildings presently located within the City of Athens that are vacant, as 
defined in Chapter 29.38, or that hereafter become vacant, shall be registered 
by the Owner thereof with the Office of Code Enforcement/Community 
Development no later than 90 days after it becomes a vacant property as 
defined herein, or not later than 30 days of being notified by the Office of Code 
Enforcement/Community Development of the requirement to register based on 
evidence of vacancy, whichever event first occurs. 
 

(B) The registration shall be submitted on forms provided by the Office of Code 
Enforcement/Community Development and shall include the following 
information supplied by the owner: 
(1) The name(s) and mailing/business address(es) of the owner(s) that is not a 

P.O. Box, as well as phone number that can be reached 24 hours, and email 
address. 

(2) If the owner(s) do not reside in a location within 50 miles of the Athens City 
corporation limits, a local contact shall be designated and identified by 
name, address and telephone number. By designating a local contact under  
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the provisions of this section, the owner is consenting to the service of any 
and all notices required or allowed under this Chapter upon said contact.  

(3) The names and addresses of all known lien holders and all other parties 
known or believed upon information to have a claim of an ownership interest 
in the property.  

(4) The tax parcel identification number on which the building or structure is 
located.  

(5) The common address of the building or premises.  
(6) The date the building became or has become vacant. 
(7) A vacant property plan as hereinafter described. 

 
(C) The owner shall submit a vacant property plan that must meet the approval of 

the Director of Code Enforcement/Community Development. The plan, at a 
minimum must be in writing and contain at least one of the following: 

(1) If the building is to be demolished, a demolition plan indicating the 
proposed time frame for demolition that includes starting within thirty (30) 
days of the acceptance of the proposed demolition timeline and does not 
exceed one year in accordance with the Ohio Building Code; or 

(2) If the building is to remain vacant, a plan for ensuring the building is 
secured in accordance with all applicable building and fire codes along 
with the procedure that will be used to maintain the property and a 
statement of reasons why the building will be left vacant; or 

(3) If the property is to be returned to appropriate occupancy or use,  
rehabilitation plans for the building and grounds shall not exceed 12 
months from the time permits are obtained, unless the Director of Code 
Enforcement/Community Development grants an extension upon receipt 
of a written statement from the owner detailing the reasons for the 
extension. Any repairs, improvements or alterations to the property must 
comply with any applicable zoning, housing, historic preservation, or 
building codes, and any building on the property must be secured during 
rehabilitation. 

(4) Unoccupied rental units that are current with rental inspections and have 
no outstanding violations are exempt from submitting a vacant building 
plan.  
 

(D) Registration of an unoccupied or vacant property or building shall be valid for a 
period of one (1) year. If the building is vacant at the expiration of any 
registration period, the owner shall re-register and pay an additional renewal 
fee. If the building is vacant at the expiration and the vacant building plans have 
not changed, a vacant building plan does not need to be resubmitted.  
 

(E) All applicable laws and codes shall be complied with by the owner. The owner 
shall notify the Office of Code Enforcement/Community Development of any  
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changes in information on their vacant property registration within 30 days of 
the change. If the plan or timetable for the vacant property is revised in any 
way, the revision(s) must be in writing and must meet the approval of the 
Director of Code Enforcement/Community Development. 
 

(F) The owner and subsequent owners shall keep the building secured and safe 
and the building and grounds properly maintained in accordance with all 
applicable health codes, property maintenance codes, and fire codes. 
 

(G) A new owner(s) shall register or re-register an unoccupied or vacant building 
with the Office of Code Enforcement/Community Development within 30 days of 
any transfer of an ownership interest in the vacant property unless the property 
is to become occupied upon transfer. The new owner(s) shall comply with the 
approved plan and timetable submitted by the previous owner until any 
proposed changes are submitted and meet the approval of the Director of Code 
Enforcement/Community Development or their designee. 

 
(H) Failure of the owner or any subsequent owners to maintain the building and 

premises, that result in remedial action taken by the City, shall be grounds for 
revocation of the approved plan and shall be subject to any applicable penalties 
provided in Section 29.37.08. 

 
(I) The provisions of this Chapter apply to all owners of record and both the vendor 

and vendee under any actual or alleged land contract or lease-purchase 
agreement, whether recorded or unrecorded. 

 
(J) The registration and all associated processes must be completed in its entirety 

annually for as long the property remains vacant. 
 

(K) The Office of Code Enforcement/Community Development shall maintain a 
record of any property-specific written statements from community 
organizations, other interested parties, or citizens regarding the history, 
problems, status, or blighting influence of a vacant property. Such written 
statements shall become part of the permanent record pertaining to such 
property. 

 
29.37.04 DEMOLITION 
 

(A) The owner of a vacant building to be demolished shall complete a demolition 
permit as specified in Chapter 29.06.  
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(B) A Permit Bond will be required before the demolition can commence. The bond 
may be in either a cash deposit or letter of bond surety and in either case must 
be equal to 100% of the cost of demolition. Residential structures are not 
required to provide a permit bond unless deemed necessary as determined by 
the Service-Safety Director or their designee.  
 

(C) New owners must sign the vacant property plan and accept responsibility in 
writing for completing the demolition. 

 
29.37.05 INSPECTIONS 
 

(A) The Service-Safety Director or their designee shall inspect any premises in the 
City for the purpose of enforcing and assuring compliance with the provisions of 
this Chapter. Upon the request of the Service-Safety Director or their designee, 
an owner shall provide access to all interior and exterior portions of a vacant 
building in order to permit a complete inspection of the premises.  
 

(B) A refusal to permit access shall subject the owner to a civil penalty of $150 for 
each day the refusal continues. If Civil penalties under this Section that remain 
unpaid for more than 10 days, the amount may be collected in an action of law 
by any method permitted for collection of an unpaid account. Nothing in this 
Section shall limit the right of the Service-Safety Director or their designee to 
seek an administrative search warrant for the vacant property from a court of 
competent jurisdiction. 
 

(C) Vacant properties will be subject to an exterior inspection at least twice per year 
to ensure compliance with property maintenance codes. 
 

(D) Vacant properties will be subject to both an interior and an exterior inspection at 
the start of each registration period (new and renewal) and when a registration 
under this Chapter is terminated by the property owner. 
 

(E) Vacant properties will be subject to both an interior and an exterior inspection 
upon acquisition of the property by a new owner and/or prior to an issuance of 
an Occupancy Permit. 
 

(F) Any inspection that is to take place within 30 days of a previous inspection may 
or may not be conducted at the discretion of the Director. 

 
29.37.06 FEES 
 

The fees described in this Section are established in order to defray the cost to 
the City government and the community as a whole related to the health, safety and 
economic impacts of structures that remain vacant for long periods of time, including  
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but not limited to administrative costs for registering and processing the unoccupied 
and vacant property/building registration and for the costs incurred by the City in  
monitoring the vacant building site. The annually increasing fee amounts are intended 
to absorb the costs incurred by the City for demolition and hazard abatement of or 
repairs to vacant buildings, as well as the continued normal administrative costs stated 
above.  

(A) The first annual fee shall be paid at the time the property is registered. If the 
owner successfully restores the property to occupancy or demolishes it in 
accordance with applicable law during the first year following registration, the 
fee shall be refunded, less an administrative charge equal to 5% of the amount 
refunded.  
 

(B) Fees shall be established by separate ordinance.  
 
29.37.07 EXEMPTIONS 
 

(A) A property under active construction, reconstruction or renovation and having a 
valid building permit(s) at the time of initial inspection shall be exempt from 
registration until the expiration of the longest running, currently active building 
permit. 
 

(B) A property that has suffered fire damage or damage caused by extreme 
weather conditions shall be exempt from the registration requirement for a 
period of 90 days after the date of the fire or extreme weather event if the 
property owner submits a request for exemption in writing to the Office of Code 
Enforcement/Community Development. This request shall include the names 
and addresses of the owner or owners, and a statement of intent to repair and 
reoccupy the property in an expedient manner, or the intent to demolish the 
building. One extension of not more than 90 days’ duration may be granted for 
good cause shown. 
 

(C) A property that is for sale and listed with a licensed State of Ohio Realtor shall 
be exempted for a period of 12 months from the start of vacancy, provided that 
the owner submits proof of such listing and for sale status. 
 

(D) Residents on an extended vacation or in an alternative temporary living 
arrangement, with the intention of re-occupying the property.  

 
(E) A property that is in probate as part of an estate settlement.  

 
(F) A property that has been granted an exemption pursuant to the following: Any 

owner of a vacant property may voluntarily register the same and request an 
exemption from the remaining provisions of this Chapter by filing a written  
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application with the Service-Safety Director or their designee, who shall timely 
consider the same. In determining whether a request for exemption should be  
granted, the Director shall consider the following: the applicant's prior record as 
it pertains to the City Housing Code, or other Code violations; the amount of  
vacant property the applicant currently has within the City; the length of time 
that the property for which the exception is sought has been vacant; the reason 
or reasons for the vacancy; and the difficulty or expense involved in any 
necessary remediation or demolition.  

 
(G) No exemption from registration shall be granted unless the owner or duly 

authorized representative first completes a vacant building plan and addresses 
any and all existing code violations. An owner who believes they are being 
denied an exemption for arbitrary or capricious reasons may file an appeal of 
such denial within ten days with the Housing Appeals Board, which may 
sustain, overturn or modify the action. 

 
29.37.08 CIVIL PENALTIES 
 

Absent a showing of good cause, if a property is not registered within the time 
frame required, or the registration is not renewed within 30 days after the expiration of 
one year from the date of the previous registration, a penalty shall be paid in addition 
to the annual registration fee. The civil penalty shall be equal to one-half of the current 
annual fee or one thousand dollars ($1,000), whichever is less.  
 

Failure of the owner or any subsequent owners to maintain the building and 
premises that result in remedial action taken by the City shall be grounds for 
revocation of the approved plan and shall be a civil penalty of five hundred dollars 
($500) plus any incurred costs for the remedial action.  
 
29.37.09 APPEALS 
 

Any owner who is served a notice of vacant property registration may, within ten 
calendar days of receipt of such notice, apply for an exemption or appeal the findings 
as set forth in the Codified Ordinances of the City of Athens through the Housing 
Board of Appeals.  
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
       ____________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
__________________________   ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor  
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         0-104-25 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 29, HOUSING REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 
29.37, DEFINITIONS.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 29, Housing Regulations, Chapter  
29.3738, Definitions, is hereby amended to include the following:  
 
“Designated Local Contact.” A property agent, manager, or caretaker residing or doing 
business on behalf of the owner with 50 miles of the Athens City corporation limit. 
 
“Evidence of Vacancy.” Any condition that on its own or combined with other 
conditions present would lead a reasonable person to believe the property is vacant. 
Such conditions include, but are not limited to: significantly below standard utility 
usage, overgrown and/or dead vegetation, accumulation of newspapers, circulars, 
flyers and/or mail, accumulation of trash, junk, and/or debris, broken or boarded up 
windows, abandoned vehicles, auto parts or materials, the absence of window 
coverings, such as curtains, blinds, and/or shutters, the absence of furnishings and/or 
personal items consistent with habitation or occupation, statement(s) by governmental 
employee(s) that the property is vacant. 
 
“Unoccupied.” A building that is not being used for occupancy authorized by the owner 
to include rental units without an active lease during the time of registration. The term 
“unoccupied” shall only be applicable to multi-unit structures when more than half (1/2) 
of the units and more than half (1/2) of the available space are not currently occupied 
by a tenant or tenants. Buildings with a mixed use (e.g.) commercial space on main 
floor and rentals above shall have unoccupied designations on a floor-by-floor basis.  
 
“Vacant Building.” A structure (excluding government-owned properties) that is 
unoccupied for more than ninety (90) days and is: 

a. Unoccupied and unsecured; or 
b. Unoccupied and secured by other than normal means; or 
c. Unoccupied and unsafe building as determined by the Code Office or 

Athens City-County Health Department; or 
d. Unoccupied and having utilities disconnected; or 
e. Unoccupied and has housing or building code violations; or 
f. Illegally occupied, other than during a pending dispute between landlord 

and tenant, but including loitering and vagrancy; or 
g. Unoccupied for a period of time over 90 days and having an existing 

code violation issued by a City or State housing, building, health or fire 
official; or 
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h. Unoccupied with a mortgage status of abandonment (i.e. deceased or 
foreclosed); or 

i. Unoccupied without an active lease; or 
j. Unoccupied and abandoned by the property owner. 

 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-105-25 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, TO INCLUDE 
SECTION 29.37.06.   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:    Athens City Code, Title 1.03, General Provisions, Chapter 1.03, 
Code Fees Established, Section 29.37.06, Unoccupied and Vacant Property 
Registration, fees are hereby included to read as follows: 
 
Section 29.37.06, Fees 
 
Unoccupied and Vacant Residential Property Registration. 
 Year 1, $   300.00 
 Year 2, $   600.00 
 Year 3, $1,200.00 
 Year 4, $2,400.00 
 Year 5, and each year thereafter, $4,800.00 
 
Vacant Commercial and Industrial Property Registration 
 Year 1, $   600.00  
 Year 2, $1,200.00 
 Year 3, $2,400.00 
 Year 4, $4,800.00 
 Year 5, and each year thereafter, $9,600.00 
 
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  
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        0-106-25 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A “DO NOT KNOCK” REGISTRATION PROGRAM 
THROUGH THE NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Athens is a member of the Northeast Ohio Public 
Energy Council (NOPEC), a Council of Governments established to provide electric 
and natural gas aggregation services and community benefit programs; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City recognizes the importance of protecting the privacy, 
security, and peace of mind of its residents from unwanted or aggressive door-to-door 
solicitation; and  
 
 WHEREAS, NOPEC offers a “Do Not Knock” Program that allows residents to 
voluntarily register their address to limit unwanted solicitation by door-to-door sales 
representatives, and provides “Do Not Knock” decals for participating households; and  
 
 WHEREAS, implementing the NOPEC “Do Not Knock” Registration Program 
will enhance consumer protections and support resident preferences, while 
maintaining compliance with applicable laws and respecting the rights of businesses 
and individuals engaged in lawful solicitation; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Athens desires to formally enact this program and make 
it accessible to all City of Athens residents;  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:    The City of Athens hereby establishes the NOPEC “Do Not 
Knock” Registration Program as follows:  
 

(A) For as long as the Northeast Ohio Public Energy Council (“NOPEC”) shall 
agree to do so, NOPEC shall maintain for the City a “Do Not Knock 
Registry” (“Registry”) and is authorized to contact individuals on the Registry 
to distribute “Do Not Knock” stickers to them and to update the Registry 
annually at no cost to the City or the individuals. 

(B) The decision of whether to place a residence, house, apartment or other 
dwelling on the “Do Not Knock Registry” shall be solely that of the lawful 
possessor and occupant thereof. 

(C) Any person in lawful possession and occupancy of any residence, house, 
apartment or other dwelling in the City may request NOPEC to place and 
maintain their residence, house, apartment or other dwelling on the “Do Not 
Knock Registry” by submitting a request on form(s) supplied by the 
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office Code Enforcement, or by submitting a request online to 
www.blocktheknock.com, which shall contain the following information: 

a. The name and signature of the person completing the form(s), unless 
the submission is done electronically; 

b. The complete address of the residence, house, apartment or other 
dwelling to be placed on the Do Not Knock Registry; 

c. A valid email address of the person completing the form(s); 
d. The date the form was completed; and 
e. A statement that “No Solicitors or Peddlers” shall call at this address 

or words of similar import. 
(D) A residence, house, apartment or other dwelling, after being lawfully placed 

on the “Do Not Knock Registry,” shall remain on said registry until the 
earliest of any of the following: 

a. The City or NOPEC receives notice of removal pursuant to 
subsection (E) hereof; or 

b. The City or NOPEC receives formal notice that the person who 
submitted the form pursuant to subsection (C) hereof is not or is no 
longer a lawful possessor and occupant of the premises. 

(E) Any person in lawful possession and occupancy of any residence, house, 
apartment or other dwelling may request the City or NOPEC to remove their 
residence, house, apartment or other dwelling from the “Do Not Knock 
Registry” by submitting a “Notice of Removal” form(s) supplied by the office 
of Code Enforcement, or by submitting a request online at 
www.blocktheknock.com which shall contain the following information: 

a. The name and signature of the person completing the form; 
b. The complete address of the residence, house, apartment or other 

dwelling to be removed from the registry; 
c. The date the form was completed; and 
d. A statement that the residence is to be removed from the “Do Not 

Knock Registry.” 
(F) A copy of the “Do Not Knock Registry” shall be made available for public 

inspection at all times during normal business hours at the office of Code 
Enforcement and shall be given to every person who applies for a license 
pursuant to Section 11.04 or registers as a solicitor or peddler pursuant to 
that section. 

   
SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 

and approval by the Mayor. 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
____________________________ _____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-107-25 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank 

 Planning & Development Committee 
    
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 11, BUSINESS 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 11.04, VENDING, PEDDLING AND SOLICITING, 
SECTION 11.04.17, TRESPASSING OF PEDDLERS OR SOLICITORS. 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  Athens City Code, Title 11, Business Regulations, Chapter 11.04, 
Vending, Peddling and Soliciting, Section 11.04.17, Trespassing of Peddlers of 
Solicitors, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
11.04.17. - Trespassing of peddlers or solicitors. 
 
No peddler or solicitor shall attempt to peddle or solicit upon any property that has a 
public display, sign or warning prohibiting peddling or soliciting on the property, or is 
registered with the City’s “Do Not Knock’ Program, in accordance with Ordinance  
106-25. 
 
Peddlers or solicitors who violate this section may be charged with trespassing and 
may have their licenses revoked or suspended, upon the discretion of the director of 
code enforcement. 

 
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.    
 
 
        _________________________ 
        President of Council 
 
ATTEST:       APPROVED: 
 
 
_________________________    _________________________ 
Clerk of Council      Mayor 
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   0-110-25 
 
 
Introduced by All Members of Council  
 
AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A CYBERSECURITY POLICY FOR THE CITY OF 
ATHENS.  

 
 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 9.64, enacted through House Bill 96, 
requires political subdivisions to set and adopt standards safeguarding against 
cybersecurity threats and ransomware attacks; and 
 

WHEREAS, the deadline for Cybersecurity Policy implementation is January 1, 
2026, for municipalities; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:  
 
 SECTION I:    Athens City Council hereby establishes a Cybersecurity Policy for 
the City of Athens, Ohio, more fully described as Exhibit “A” attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by reference.  
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
__________________________   ___________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
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0-112-25 

 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
  Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING, CHAPTER 
23.04, PERMITTED USES, TO ALLOW TEMPORARY SHELTERS AS A PERMITTED 
USE IN AN R-3 RESIDENTIAL ZONE AT 1, 5, AND 7 NORTH CONGRESS STREET. 
 
 WHEREAS, on May 21, 2025, the Athens City Planning Commission 
recommended approving Case #25-04, to allow temporary shelters as a Principal 
Permitted Use in R-3 Zone at 1, 5, and 7 Congress Street; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on October 20, 2025, Athens City Council held a public hearing to 
discuss the Planning Commission’s recommendation on said Case #25-04; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Athens City Code, Title 23, Zoning, Chapter 23.04, Permitted Uses, 
Section 23.04.03, R-3 Residential Zone (Multi-Family), is hereby amended to include 
(A)(7), principal permitted uses, to read as follows: 
 
(A) Principal permitted uses: 
 

(7) Temporary Housing Shelters – 1, 5, and 7 Congress Street, commonly 
known as The Gathering Place and owned by Athens Mental Health Inc., 
housing structures of a temporary nature that are not affixed to the property and 
that do not contain kitchen or bathroom facilities: 
 
a) Biennial Review – The use must be formally reviewed and renewed 
every two years by the service-safety director. 
b)  Infrastructure Limitation – No more than three (3) temporary housing 
shelters may be installed per available sink and toilet located within 200 feet of 
the shelters. 
c) This approval may be revoked at any time by the service-safety director 
for serious safety or sanitation concerns.   
d) This approval shall cease upon transfer of the property to different 
ownership.  
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SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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    0-114-25 
 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Acting Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) to Community Center Operations Fund, 
271, T.C. 500, for maintenance/upgrades on the HVAC at the Community Center; and 
 
Thirty-Five Thousand Dollars ($35,000.00) to APR Income Tax Fund, 273, T.C. 500, 
for maintenance/upgrades on the HVAC at the Community Center, and increasing the 
total appropriations by said amounts.  
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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             0-117-25 
 
Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Acting Chair 
              City & Safety Services Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT NO LONGER 
NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following equipment no 
longer needed for a municipal purpose: 
 
       EQUIPMENT      FIXED ASSET#        
 Tricaster TC-1 System    600454 
      600455 
 
 Tricaster Elite-2 System          600489 
 
 Tricaster Elite-2 System             600490 
 

SECTION II:  The above-listed equipment is hereby authorized for disposal by 
e-bay auction, trade-in, or donation to other governmental agencies. 

 
 SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
   ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
   ____________________________ _____________________________ 
   Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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