
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2025 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Communications  

3. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

4. Ordinance for Third Reading:  

0-78-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE AND 
ORDINANCE 47-24; AUTHORIZING THE LOCAL SHARE OF THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS HOCKING RIVER STUDY.    
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

5. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-80-25 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING PROPERTIES LOCATED AT 25 CENTRAL AVENUE AND 
458 RICHLAND AVENUE NO LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SELL SAID PROPERTIES TO ANOTHER POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISION.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-82-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 9, 
GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.10, CUTTING WEEDS, SECTION 9.01.05, 
COSTS.  
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-83-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9, GENERAL REGULATONS, CHAPTER 9.01, 
ANIMALS, SECTION 9.01.01(E), ANIMALS AT LARGE.  
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 
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0-84-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 7, TRAFFIC CODE,  CHAPTER 
7.05, PARKING REGULATIONS. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-85-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 9, 
GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.12, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, SECTION 
9.12.18, MATERIALS ON STREET OR SIDEWALK.  
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-86-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL  
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 
  

0-87-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE TO 
REMOVE GENDERED LANGUAGE AND REPLACE WITH GENDER NEUTRAL 
LANGUAGE.   
Introduced by All Members of Council 

0-88-25 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A 
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT IN THE NEW NATIONAL OPIOIDS PURDUE DIRECT 
SETTLEMENT, AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT ALLOCATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF 
POTENTIAL SETTLEMENT FUNDS WILL BE PURSUANT TO THE GOVERNMENTAL 
ENTITY AND SHAREHOLDER DIRECT SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT (GESA) AVAILABLE 
AT HTTPS://NATIONALOPIOIDSETTLEMENT.COM/PURDUE-SACKLERS-
SETTLEMENTS/; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

6. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-89-25 
AN EMERGENCY ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A COMBINED 
PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT IN THE NEW NATIONAL OPIOID SETTLEMENT 
SECONDARY MANUFACTURERS WITH ALVOGEN, AMNEAL, APOTEX, HIKMA, 
INDIVIOR, MYLAN, SUN, AND ZYDUS, AND ACKNOWLEDGING THAT ALLOCATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF POTENTIAL SETTLEMENT FUNDS WILL BE PURSUANT TO THE 
GOVERNMENTAL ENTITY AND SHAREHOLDER DIRECT SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 
(GESA) AVAILABLE AT HTTPS://NATIONALOPIOIDSETTLEMENT.COM/; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by All Council Members 
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0-90-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND 
ACCEPT BIDS, AND ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH THE HIGHEST BIDDER 
FOR THE FORMER FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS ON COLUMBUS ROAD. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-91-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24, AND 
AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-92-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 01-25; AUTHORIZING THE EAST STATE 
STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR 
TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-93-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 52-25; AUTHORIZING THE 2025 STREET 
PAVING AND REPAIRS PROJECT (#385). 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-94-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 29, HOUSING REGULATIONS, 
CHAPTER 29.03, RENTAL DWELLING, SHORT TERM RENTAL, AND HOUSING PERMIT, 
SECTION 29.03.05, AUTHORIZED AGENT, AND TITLE 1, CHAPTER 29.03.   
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-95-25 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 22 WEST 
STIMSON AVENUE TO PLACE AN IN-GROUND SIGN IN FRONT OF THE BUILDING IN 
THE CITY’S RIGHT-OF-WAY.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

7. One-Reading Resolution:  

 • R-04-25 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHING AN AD HOC ONE (1) YEAR 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE UNDER THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE TO REVIEW RENTAL CODE 
INSPECTION PROCESSES TO ENHANCE EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE CODE 
COMPLIANCE AND RENTAL UNIT SAFETY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

8. Announcements & Other Business  
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9. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

10. Executive Session:  

 • (1) Consider Compensation of a Public Official 
(2) Prepare for Collective Bargaining 

11. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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        0-78-25 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE AND 
ORDINANCE 47-24; AUTHORIZING THE LOCAL SHARE OF THE UNITED STATES 
ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS HOCKING RIVER STUDY.    
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Section II of Ordinance 47-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:   
 
(Section I):  The Service Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to  
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) Three Hundred Eighty-Six Thousand 
Seven Hundred Fifty-Three Dollars ($386,753.00) from Storm Water Fund, 755.635, 
T.C. 500, for said local share.   
 
 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
         
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-82-25 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair 
   City and Safety Services Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE 
TITLE 9, GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.10, CUTTING WEEDS, SECTION 
9.01.05, COSTS.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 9, General Regulations, Chapter 9.10, 
Cutting Weeds, Section 9.10.05, Costs, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
 The code enforcement office shall keep accurate record of the cost of such 
cutting and shall immediately cause to be sent to the proper person as required by 
Section 731.53 of the Ohio Revised Code a statement for such cost of each cutting be 
immediately due and payable. 
 The minimum fee to be charged shall in no case be less than $100.00 for the 
first hour or portion thereof, and a maximum of $50.00 for each additional hour or 
portion thereof. Fees shall be set by separate ordinance. 
 A second notice of payment due may be sent not later than the first day of 
October each year for the total cost of each and every cutting not paid, which shall be 
immediately due and payable. 
 All payments received shall be credited to the general fund, but no payments 
shall be accepted after the certification to the county auditor as hereinafter provided. 
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-83-25 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair 
   City and Safety Services Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 9, GENERAL REGULATONS, CHAPTER 9.01, 
ANIMALS, SECTION 9.01.01(E), ANIMALS AT LARGE.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 9, General Regulations, Chapter 9.01, 
Animals, Section 9.01.01(E), Animals at Large, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
(E) The service-safety director shall supply code enforcement officers, police officers, 
parking enforcement, and dog warden with citation tickets for the purpose of notice to 
persons violating Section 9.01.01(A), (B), or (D). The notice may be given by 
delivering such ticket to the violator or by affixing it to the dwelling unit housing said 
violator. The penalty citation for violating Section 9.01.01 (A), (B), or (D), shall be 
$20.00, for the first offense; $30.00, for the second offense; and $40.00, for the third 
offense, and subsequent offenses shall be charged as a minor misdemeanor. set by 
separate ordinance. Whoever violates Section 9.01.01(C) shall, upon conviction, be 
guilty of a minor misdemeanor as defined in Section 2929.21 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-84-25 
 
Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair 
   Transportation Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 7, TRAFFIC CODE,  
CHAPTER 7.05, PARKING REGULATIONS. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 7, Traffic Code, Chapter 7.05, Parking 
Regulations, Section 7.05.18, Construction of Meters and Signs for Pay Parking, is 
hereby amended to include the following: 
 
(C) The fee for City contractor bags shall be established by separate ordinance. 
 
 SECTION II:  Athens City Code, Title 7, Traffic Code, Chapter 7.05, Parking 
Regulations, Section 7.05.26, Regulation of City Parking Garage is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
 
(A) The service-safety director of the city, unless the council of the city shall direct 
otherwise, is empowered to regulate, control, police and maintain parking facilities as 
they may deem necessary for the proper control of the parking lot on Inlot No. 89 on 
Washington Street, the City of Athens, Ohio. 
(B) The city parking garage rates are established by separate ordinance. Regulations 
are established as follows: 
 
 (1) Reserved space parking is restricted to levels lower B, upper B, and lower  
 1 only. 
 

(2) Except for elected officials, eEmployees of the city whose primary duty-work 
site is in City Hall, City Hall Annex, the city parking garage or a downtown office 
leased by the city may park on level 3 or above without charge in the city 
parking garage during official work time only. This privilege applies only to 
permanent employees and does not apply to vehicles operated by other than 
city employees.  
 
(3) Elected Officials of the City of Athens may park without charge in the City 
Parking Garage during meeting times and while on official business. It shall be 
unlawful to park a motor vehicle in a metered space for more than two 
consecutive hours on level 1 upper or any metered pay parking space, signed 
or bagged as two-hour limit within the parking garage. Said vehicle must be  
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moved from its present parking space to a parking space that is not marked, 
signed or bagged as a two-hour limit. 
 
(4) Members of City Boards and Commissions and their support staff whose 
primary meeting location is in City Hall may park without charge in the City 
Parking Garage during meeting times only. 
 

(C) The provisions relating to city parking garage rates apply 24 hours per day, 
Monday through Saturday. Sundays, and holidays, and dates determined by the 
Service-Safety Director are exempt from charges. 
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-85-25 
 
Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair 
   Transportation Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE 
TITLE 9, GENERAL REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.12, STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, 
SECTION 9.12.18, MATERIALS ON STREET OR SIDEWALK.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 9, General Regulations, Chapter 9.12, 
Streets and Sidewalks, Section 9.12.18, Materials on Street or Sidewalk, is hereby 
amended to add Sections (G) and (H): 
 
(G) No dumpsters, moving pods, or construction trailers may be set on sidewalks or 
public streets without first being permitted by the Service-Safety Director or their 
designee. The fees for said permits shall be established by separate ordinance.  
 
(H) No temporary closure of any street, alley, or sidewalk may be allowed unless 
permitted by the Service-Safety Director or their designee. Any temporary closure 
request shall include a pedestrian and vehicle maintenance of traffic plan and follow 
the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD). Sidewalks closed for 
extended periods must be appropriately barricaded and signed. Special event street 
closures are not regulated by this section. The fee for the temporary closure of any 
street, alley, or sidewalk per day shall be established by separate ordinance.  
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      _________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 

Page 15 of 49



 
 
  0-86-25 
 
 
Introduced by All Members of Council 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL  
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED. 
  
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 
 SECTION I:  Effective January 1, 2026, certain sections of Athens City Code 
Title 1, General Provisions, Chapter 1.03, Code Fees Established, are hereby 
amended to read as attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.  
 
  
 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.   
 
 

   _________________________ 
   President of Council 

 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_______________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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Section 5.02.03(D), Citation for garbage and rubbish violation. 

$50.00 $75.00 for first offense 

$75.00 $100.00 for second offense 

$100.00 $125.00 for third offense 

$125.00 150.00 for fourth offense 

$150.00 $175.00 for fifth and subsequent offenses 

 

Section 5.03.04, Water rates. 

$35.00 Transfer/turn on charge. 

An additional ten percent shall be added to water bills not paid on or before the due 
date. Additional fees shall be charged for the following: 

$15.00 Red tag fee  

$40.00 Delinquency turn-on penalty  

$33.00 Non-sufficient funds charge  

$100.00 $50.00 After hours turn on  

$50.00 After hours turn off  

Customers served outside the corporation limits of the City of Athens, Ohio, shall be 
charged the above rates, plus an additional 20 percent. 

 
Section 5.04.08, Sewer Rates.  
 
 Residential   $6.18   $6.24 
 Commercial   $6.99   $7.20 
 Industrial   $7.71   $7.94  
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The monthly base rate charge is as follows:  
 Base Rate per 1000 gallons    Monthly Base  
 (metered amounts as noted above)     Rate Charge 
   0        -   15        $     32.28   $     32.60 
  16       -   50           $     55.81   $     57.48 
  51       -  100                    $   143.40   $   147.70 
  101     -  200        $   231.15   $   238.08 
  201     -  500                  $   444.38   $   457.71 
  501     - 1000       $   914.37   $   941.80 
  1001   - 2500               $1,614.06   $1,662.48 
  2501   - 5000     $1,991.94   $2,051.70 
  5000+      $2,555.01   $2,627.54 

 

Section 5.04.09, Cost of sewer connection.  

$3,000.00 per equivalent EPA residential unit, plus labor and costs for installation of 
new sanitary sewer taps/connections, or when a new development is unclear about 
the occupancy/use of the building and it is not possible to calculate equivalent single-
family homes (ESFH), the administration may choose to apply the following 
schedule. As with the ESFH method, credit may be granted for existing uses.  

Domestic Water Tap 
Size (in) Water capacity fee Sewer Capacity Fee 

 5/8 or 3/4  $                    1,300   $                   3,000  
1  $                    2,200   $                   5,000  

1½  $                    4,500   $                 10,000  
2  $                    7,000   $                 16,000  
3  $                 14,000   $                 32,000  
4  $                 22,800   $                 50,000  
6  $                 43,600   $              100,000  
8  $                 69,800   $              160,000  

10  $               100,000   $              231,000  
12  $               187,000   $              432,000  

 
Note on fire suppression taps – if a building requires a larger tap due to fire 
suppression, the water capacity fee shall be one half of the rate shown above, and the 
sewer capacity fee shall be based upon the size of the domestic water tap needed if 
fire suppression were not being installed.  

 

Section 7.05.18(C) 

Contractor bags shall cost $8.00 $15.00 per day. 
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Section 7.05.22, Pay parking, regulations and penalties.  

Section 7.05.22(A), City pay parking rates. 

High intensity zones shall cost $1.25 per hour ($0.25 per 12 minutes); 

Moderate intensity zones shall cost $1.00 per hour ($0.25 per 15 minutes); 

Low intensity zones and all accessible parking spaces shall cost $0.75 per hour 
($0.25 per 20 minutes); 

Single space short term parking meters shall be not more than a 20-minute time limit 
and shall cost $0.75 per 20 minutes ($0.40 per 10 minutes) 

Contractor bags shall cost $8.00 Per day. 

 
The following rates shall be in effect upon implementation of the new parking garage 
system and removal of the parking meters: 
 
Section 7.05.26(B), Rates and regulations.  
0-1 hours - $1.00 regardless of time 
1-10 hours - $1.00 per hour, or any portion thereof, up to 10 hours 
10-24 hours – day rate of $20.00 Resets to the hourly rate after 24 hours 
$175.00 per month for Parking Garage Reserved Spaces plus any transactional fees   
$150.00 per month for Parking Garage Non-Reserved Spaces plus any transactional 
fees per space 
 
The service-safety director is hereby authorized to enter into written agreements to 
lease multiple non-reserved parking spaces, and offer an appropriate discount. 
However, the minimum cost per space may not be less than $100.00 plus any 
transactional fees. 
 
 
The following rates and regulations shall be repealed upon implementation of the new 
parking garage system and removal of the parking meters:  
7.05.26. - Regulation of city parking garage. 

 (B), Rates and regulations   

(1)  $1.00 per hour and $0.25 cents per 15 minutes. 

(2)  Card system charges will be $1.00 per hour and refunds will be in 20-minute 
increments. 

(3)  $150.00 per month to reserve a space on levels Lower B, Upper B, and Lower 1. 
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(4)  $125.00 plus any transactional fees per space per month for up to 150 non-
reserved spaces above Level 3. 

 

Section 9.01.01(E), Animals at large. 

$75.00 for first offense. 

$100.00 for second offense. 

$125.00 for third offense. 

150.00 for fourth offense. 

$175.00 for fifth and subsequent offenses. 

 

Section 9.10.05, Costs. 

Minimum fee = No less than $100 for the first hour or portion thereof, and a 
maximum of $50 for each additional hour or portion thereof.  

 

Section 9.12.03, Opening permit required. 

$100 $125, Opening permit into ROW 

 

Section 9.12.18 (G), Temporary Dumpsters. 

$15 for temporary dumpster, moving pod, or construction trailer per week. Meter fees 
may apply if parked in a metered parking space.  

 

Section 9.12.18 (H), Temporary Street/Alley/Sidewalk Closure. 

$25 for temporary closure of any street, alley, or sidewalk per day.  

 

Section 11.10.04, Annual Fee. 

$100.00 $125.00 Contractor Registration 
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Section 13.07.07, Citation for littering violation. 

$50.00 $75.00 for first offense 

$75.00 $100.00 for second offense 

$100.00 $125.00 for third offense 

$125.00 $150.00 for fourth offense 

$150.00 $175.00 for fifth and subsequent offenses 

 

Section 21.02.08, Fees. 

$100.00 $150.00 Minor lot split 

 

Section, 23.03.13(M), Sign Application & Permit. 

Sign permit – Permanent $100 $150 

Sign permit – Temporary $50 $75 

 

Section 23.06.02(H E), Fees. 

$80.00      Application fee  

$100.00    Use permit  

$150.00    $175 New construction permit, plus $.10 per square foot of gross floor 
area  

$100.00    $125 Alteration permit, plus $1.50 per thousand dollars of improvement or 
portion thereof 

$100.00    Accessory structure permit, plus $1.50 per thousand dollars of 
improvement 

Section 23.07.08(D)(4), Application and standards for variances. 

Zoning board variance request - $100 $125 plus advertising costs. 

Page 21 of 49

https://library.municode.com/oh/athens/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT13GEOF_CH13.07MIOF_13.07.07CI
https://library.municode.com/oh/athens/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT23ZOCO_CH23.03GEREPEMO_23.03.13SIRE
https://library.municode.com/oh/athens/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT23ZOCO_CH23.06ADBOZOAP_23.06.02CEPE
https://library.municode.com/oh/athens/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT23ZOCO_CH23.07BOZOAP_23.07.08APSTVA


Section 25.03.04(F), Floodplain Development. 

$100.00 $125.00   Land Permit Application 

 

Section 29.02.03(J), Inspections. 

Failure to appear for a scheduled inspection - $25.00 $40.00 per unit 

 

Section 29.12.02, Citation for Sanitary Violation. 

$50.00 $75.00 for first offense 

$75.00 $100.00 for second offense 

$100.00 $125.00 for third offense 

$125.00 $150.00 for fourth offense 

$150.00 $175.00 for fifth and subsequent offenses 

 

Section 37.02.04, Native and pollinator – Friendly program.  

Registration fee $25.00  

 

Section 41.04 (B), Procedure for approval. 

$125.00 $150.00 Application fee 

 

Section 45.07(B)(1), Historic preservation design review application.  

$70 $100 Application fee 

Section 49.03.01, Special right-of-way permit. 

$50.00 $75.00 Application permit fee 
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Section 49.03.02, Certificate of registration application. 

Registration certificate $50.00 

Micro-wireless cell tower permit $75.00 $100 

Page 23 of 49

https://library.municode.com/oh/athens/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT49MAADCOUSPURI-W_CH49.03APPR_49.03.02CEREAP


 
   
        0-87-25 
 
Introduced by All Members of Council 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CERTAIN SECTIONS OF THE ATHENS CITY CODE 
TO REMOVE GENDERED LANGUAGE AND REPLACE WITH GENDER NEUTRAL 
LANGUAGE.   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   In all places where Athens City Code has gendered language, i.e. 
He/Him/She/Her, the following code sections are being amended to remove such 
language and replaced with They/Them/Their.   
 
7.03.07.1(H)(2) - …the person's initial appearance on the charge resulting from the 
arrest shall be held within five days of the person's arrest or the issuance of the 
citation to him or her them… 
 
7.04.54(A) - …less than 15 feet from the nearest rail of the railroad, and shall not 
proceed until he they can do so safely. The foregoing requirements shall apply when: 
 
7.09.99(J) - …guilty of a first offense for a violation of Section 7.04.01 of the Athens 
City Code upon a finding that he they operated a motor vehicle faster than 35 miles an 
hour in a business district of a municipal… 
 
9.01.06 - Whenever the mayor or the board of health shall deem it necessary for the 
protection of the public, he or it the mayor or board shall issue an order prohibiting… 
 
9.06.08(D)(2) - …or campground by presenting identification that falsely indicates 
that he is they are 21 years of age or older for the purpose of violating this section. 
 
11.08.03(A) - The trade name under which he the person intends to do business; 
 
13.03.04(A) - No person with purpose to defraud or knowing that he is they are 
facilitating a fraud, shall do either of the following: 
 
13.03.21(A) - No person, knowing he has they have no privilege to do so, and with 
purpose to defraud or knowing that they are facilitating a fraud… 
 
15.01.02(U) – “Nonresident”: An individual living outside the city, or domiciled outside 
the city. A domicile is a principal residence that the taxpayer intends to use for an 
indefinite time, and to which whenever he is they are absent, he intends to return. A 
taxpayer has only one domicile even though he they may have more than one 
residence. 
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15.02.09(C)(2) - Once a taxpayer has filed under a substitute method, he they must 
continue to file until given permission to change by the administrator. 
 
15.03.07 - The tax administrator, if he they deems it necessary in order to insure the 
payment of the tax imposed by this chapter… 
 
15.03.08 - …the vendor shall be personally liable for any amount collected 
which he they failed to remit. 
 
17.03.07 - Any vendor who fails to file a return under this chapter shall, for each 
day he they so fails, forfeit and pay into the city treasury the sum of $100.00.  
 
17.03.08 - …the vendor shall be personally liable for any amount collected 
which he they failed to remit. 
 
 
 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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                    0-90-25 
 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Acting Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee                                          
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS, AND ENTER INTO A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH 
THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR THE FORMER FIRE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 
ON COLUMBUS ROAD. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into a lease agreement with the highest 
bidder for the former Fire Department Headquarters located on Columbus Road.  
 
 SECTION II:  Said lease shall be subject to the following conditions: 
 

1. The Administration shall evaluate and advertise conditions and a 
minimum bid that ensures the City does not incur costs beyond the 
revenue generated by the lease under normal conditions. 

 
2. The lease term shall be for a minimum of one-year and up to six years. A 

term beyond six years will require future City Council approval.  

 
SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
                        
       ____________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
 
 

Page 35 of 49



 
 
    0-91-25 
 
 
Introduced by Micah McCarey, Acting Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24, 
AND AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Thirteen Thousand One Hundred Seventy-Eight and 40/100 Dollars ($13,178.40) to 
General Fund, 101, T.C. 600, for transfer; 
 
Five Hundred Thirty-One Thousand Two Hundred Twenty-Nine and 81/100 
($531,229.81) to Safety Services Fund, 206.208, T.C. 500, in accordance with 
Ordinance 73-25 for final payment to Pepper Construction, Fire Headquarters, Project 
346; 
 
Thirteen Thousand Dollars ($13,000.00) to General Fund, Police, 101.207, T.C. 200, 
additional funds for vehicle repair; 
 
One Hundred Five Thousand Dollars ($105,000.00) to APR Debt Fund, 450, T.C. 400, 
for debt payment; and 
 
Forty-Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars ($48,700.00) to Street Rehabilitation 
572, Fund, T.C. 400, for debt payment on new SIB loan, and increasing the total 
appropriations by the same amounts.  
  
          SECTION II:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund 
transfer: 
         FROM                    TO                   AMOUNT 
General Fund, 101             Law Enforcement Trust Fund, 293       $13,178.40 
 
          SECTION III:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is further amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Six Thousand Five Hundred 
Eighty-Nine and 20/100 Dollars ($6,589.20) to Law Enforcement Trust Fund, 293,  
T.C.200-300, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount, for payment to 
the  County. 
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          SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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         0-92-25 
 
Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair 
   Transportation Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 01-25; AUTHORIZING THE EAST 
STATE STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING 
THE AUDITOR TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
  
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00) to TIF Fund, 593, T.C. 600, for transfer, and 
increasing the total appropriations by said amount. 
 
 SECTION II: Sections II, and III of Ordinance 01-25 are hereby amended to 
read as follows:  
  
Section II:  The 2024 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 0-115-24, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($230,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, and Two Hundred 
Twenty Thirty Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00) ($230,000.00) to TIF Fund, 593,  
T.C. 600, for transfer, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts. 
 
Section III:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund transfers: 
         FROM            TO                    AMOUNT 
TIF Fund, 593       Street Fund, 220 $ 220,000.00 $450,000.00 
 
          SECTION III:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-25 is further amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Twenty 
Thousand ($220,000.00) to Street Fund 220, T.C. 500, and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amount.  
 
 SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  
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         0-93-25 
 
 
Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair 
   Transportation Committee  
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 52-25; AUTHORIZING THE 2025 
STREET PAVING AND REPAIRS PROJECT (#385). 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Sections II and III of Ordinance 52-25 are hereby amended to 
read as follows: 
 
(Section II): The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance, 115-24, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) One Hundred Forty Thousand Dollar 
($140,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and  
 
Three Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) ($330,000.00) to State 
Highway Fund, 225, T.C. 500; and 
 
One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) to Wheel Tax Fund, 226, T.C. 
500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts. 
 
 
(Section III): The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Seven 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($700,000.00) Six Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars 
($620,000.00) as follows:   

 
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) One Hundred Forty Thousand Dollar 
($140,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and  
 
Three Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) ($330,000.00) from State 
Highway Fund, 225, T.C. 500; and  
 
One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) from Wheel Tax Fund, 226,  
T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts, for said paving and 
repairs. 
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SECTION II:   The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is further amended by 
decreasing Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, capital improvements, by Two Hundred Sixty 
Thousand Dollars ($260,000.00), and decreasing the total appropriations by said 
amount.   

 
SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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        0-94-25 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
   Planning & Development Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 29, HOUSING 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 29.03, RENTAL DWELLING, SHORT TERM RENTAL, 
AND HOUSING PERMIT, SECTION 29.03.05, AUTHORIZED AGENT, AND TITLE 1, 
CHAPTER 29.03.   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Code, Title 29, Housing Regulations, Chapter 29.03, 
Rental Dwelling, Short Term Rental, and Housing Permit, Section 29.03.05, 
Authorized Agent, is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 
29.03.05 Authorized Agent Designated Local Emergency Contact. 
No rental dwelling, short term rental, or rooming house permit shall be issued or 
received unless the applicant designates, in addition to himself themselves, an agent a 
designated local emergency contact for the receipt of process pursuant to this Code. 
Said agent must be designated in writing on the application for said permit. Such agent 
designated local emergency contact must reside within the county. 
A fee shall be established by separate ordinance for any rental, short term rental, or 
rooming house that is owned by a person residing 50 miles or more outside of the 
corporation limit. Apartment complexes with a local office manager are exempt. 
Rentals with a contract with a local rental management company are exempt.  
 
 SECTION II:   Athens City Code, Title 1, Chapter 1.03, Code Fee Established, 
Section 29.03.08, Rental permit fee, to read as follows: 
 
Section 29.03.08, Rental permit fee. 

$175.00 per unit for up to 10 units in one building 

$100.00 per housekeeping unit or owner-occupied unit keeping renters 

$75.00 per unit for over 10 units in one building 

$100.00 per unit for over 10 units in more than one building at one location 

$40.00 per bedroom for rooming houses, or short-term rentals 

$100.00 rental permit reinstatement fee 

$25.00 per unit for each unit owned by a person or business residing 50 miles or 
more outside the corporation limit, in addition to standard rental permit fee 
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 SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
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     R-04-25 
 
 
Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair  
   Planning and Development Committee 
 
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ESTABLISHING AN AD HOC ONE (1) YEAR 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE UNDER THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD REVITALIZATION COMMITTEE TO REVIEW RENTAL CODE 
INSPECTION PROCESSES TO ENHANCE EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE CODE 
COMPLIANCE AND RENTAL UNIT SAFETY. 
  

WHEREAS, the Athens City Council recognizes the strides that have been 
made over the last decade improving rental code enforcement within the city limits; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the Athens City Council also recognizes opportunities for 

improvement continue to exist; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Affordable Housing Commission (AHC) purpose statement 

regarding powers and duties includes the following:  
(A)    Review and make recommendations to the Athens city government on 

policies and procedures related to housing issues, including but not limited to: Housing 
Code and Enforcement Services; and 

 (B)    Acts as liaison between members of community and local government; 
 

WHEREAS, according to the 2040 Comprehensive Plan, census figures show 
that about 75% percent of the housing units in Athens are rentals. “The significant 
number of rental housing units skews Athens market heavily towards housing for Ohio 
University students and puts an immense burden on the limited resources of the city’s 
Code Enforcement and Community Development office” (p.14); and 

 
WHEREAS, under the Housing and Neighborhoods priorities in the 2040 

Comprehensive Plan two (2) of the four (4) priorities focus on rental issues. These 
priorities are; “improve the student rental experience and empower the Code Office” 
(p.18). Additionally, several related recommendations stated in the 2040 plan have not 
been addressed; and  

 
WHEREAS, the 2040 Comprehensive Plan further recommends strategies such 

as expanding Code Office staffing, developing searchable online rental databases, 
and increasing housing-related collaboration with Ohio University (p.19); and 

 
WHEREAS, in 2024, based on data provided by the Office of Code 

Enforcement/Development, the code officers were only able to inspect 76% of the 
5,825 total rental units although code requires annual inspections of all rental units; 
and  
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WHEREAS, budget limitations require that the City review processes to 

determine cost effective strategies that stretch existing budgets to ensure that the 
Office of Code Enforcement and Development can fulfill their responsibilities; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens aspires to be a model for other town-gown 
communities for rental code enforcement systems.  

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF ATHENS, 

OHIO: 
 

SECTION I: Athens City Council hereby supports an Affordable Housing 
Commission (AHC) one (1) year ad hoc subcommittee under the Neighborhood 
Revitalization Committee tasked with reviewing rental code inspection and complaint 
processes to enhance efficient and effective code compliance and rental unit safety to 
address goals in the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 
SECTION II: This AHC one (1) year ad hoc subcommittee will report its 

progress at regular AHC meetings, and the AHC/Neighborhood Revitalization 
Committee will oversee the work.  

 
SECTION III: This AHC one (1) year ad hoc subcommittee will be comprised of 

at least four (4) members to ideally include: a student renter; a Code compliant 
landlord/property manager; an experienced renter advocate; a research consultant; 
and a member of the City’s Affordable Housing Commission, each to be appointed by 
the Affordable Housing Commission. Plus, (3) more members ideally including a City 
Council member selected by the council president; an Ohio University administrator 
appointed by the Ohio University President; and the Code Enforcement Director or 
designated representative appointed by the Mayor. 

 
SECTION IV:  This AHC one (1) year ad hoc subcommittee shall report to City 

Council on a quarterly basis with the goal of completing its objectives by October 1, 
2026, and producing a report no later than December 1, 2026. 
     
 SECTION V:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
       
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
_____________________________   _____________________________ 
Clerk of Council      Mayor 
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