
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JUNE 16, 2025 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held June 2, 2025 
Special Session of City Council held June 9, 2025 

3. Communications  

4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

5. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-63-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE; AUTHORIZING 
THE AUDITOR TO MAKE INTERFUND TRANSFERS; AMENDING ORDINANCE 145-23 
THAT AUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW FIRE HEADQUARTERS, PROJECT 
#346; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-64-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 121-24; AUTHORIZING 2025 STAFFING 
LEVELS. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-65-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 37-25; THE 2025 APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE 115-24. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

6. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-66-25 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 75 KIMES 
LANE TO MAINTAIN EXISTING SIGNAGE IN THE CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY AT US 50 AND 
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NORTH BLACKBURN ROAD.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

 • 0-67-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO A GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE EXTENSION OF KENNY DRIVE AS PART OF THE 
PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

 • 0-68-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 108-24; AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.   
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

 • 0-69-25 
AN ORDINANCE AFFIRMING AN EASEMENT FROM THE STATE OF OHIO AS 
GRANTOR TO THE CITY OF ATHENS, GRANTEE, NECESSARY FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATE ROUTE 682/56 ROUNDABOUT, PROJECT 
#357. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes   

 • 0-70-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND/OR LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM(S) FOR ISSUE I FUNDS; AND 
TO EXECUTE CONTRACTS AS REQUIRED. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

 • 0-71-25 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 107 
AND 107 1/2 EAST STATE STREET TO ALLOW CONTINUED USE FOR 
RESIDENTIAL PARKING ON AN UNUSED CITY ALLEYWAY.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

 • 0-72-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 57-25; CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
COLUMBUS ROAD SHARED USE PATH, PROJECT #365. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

7. One-Reading Resolution:  

R-03-25 
A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A NEW MEMBER TO REPLACE A CITIZEN MEMBER 
VACANCY; AND REAPPOINTING A CITIZEN MEMBER AND THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE RIDGES NEW COMMUNITY 
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AUTHORITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by All Council Members 

8. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Accept the April 2025 Financial Reports 
Motion to Accept the March 2025 Credit Card Transactions 

9. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

10. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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  0-63-25

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE; 
AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE INTERFUND TRANSFERS; AMENDING 
ORDINANCE 145-23 THAT AUTHORIZED CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW FIRE 
HEADQUARTERS, PROJECT #346; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:  

Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($350,000.00) to Safety Services Fund, 206, 
T.C. 500; and

Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) to Capital Improvements Fund, 580, T.C. 600,  
and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts. 

SECTION II:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is further amended by 
decreasing General Fund, Fire, 101.208, T.C. 200, supplies and services, by Twenty-
Seven Thousand Dollars ($27,000.00) and increasing General Fund, Fire, 101.208, 
T.C. 600, for transfer, by the same amount, and decreasing General Fund 101.120, 
Other Administrative, T.C. 200, supplies and services, by Twenty-Five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000.00), and increasing General Fund 101.120, Other Administrative 
Services, T.C. 600, for transfer, by the same amount, and increasing and decreasing 
the total appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION III:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund
transfers:

FROM                                                    TO               AMOUNT
General Fund, 101.208          Safety Services Fund, 206 $27,000
General Fund, 101.120          Safety Services Fund, 206 $25,000
Capital Improvs.Fund, 580     Safety Services Fund, 206 $530,000

SECTION IV:  Section I of Ordinance 145-23, authorized expenditure, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:  

Section III: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Thirteen 
Million Four Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($13,420,000.00) Fourteen Million 
Three Hundred Fifty-Two Thousand Dollars ($14,352,000.00) as follows:
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Three Million Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($3,670,000.00) from General 
Fund, Fire, 101.208, T.C. 500, that includes ($70,000.00) authorized by Ordinance 18-
22, for planning/preliminary engineering; and ($600,000.00), authorized by Ordinance 
84-22, for design and construction management services; 

Nine Million Dollars ($9,000,000.00) Nine Million Nine Hundred Thirty-Two Thousand 
($9,932,000) from Safety Services Fund, Fire, 206.208, T.C. 500, that includes 
($600,000.00) for land purchase and site preparation, authorized by Ordinance 121-
22; and

Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) from ARPA Fund, 286, 
T.C. 500, for said Project #346.

SECTION V:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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 0-64-25

Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 121-24; AUTHORIZING 2025 STAFFING 
LEVELS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Authorized staffing levels in the Mayor’s Office are hereby 
amended to read as follows:

             FUND          DEPARTMENT            POSITION                    F.T.E.

    101.101 General Mayor Executive Assistant 
(Mayor)

1 

    101.101 General Mayor Human Resources 
Coordinator

1 

    101.101 General Mayor Executive Assistant (SSD) 1 
    101.101 General Mayor Human Resources Director 1 
    101.101 General Mayor Deputy Service-Safety  Dir. 0.7 
    101.101 General Mayor Service-Safety Director 1 
    101.101 General Mayor City Planner 1 
    101.101
    

General Mayor DEIA/Training Coordinator
Community Engagement & 
Accessibility Coordinator 

1

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 6 of 44



Page 7 of 44



  0-65-25

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 37-25; THE 2025 APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE 115-24.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Section I of Ordinance 37-25 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

Section I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 

Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred Ninety-Three and 24/100 Dollars ($18,393.24) to 
Transportation Assistance Fund, 214.716, T.C. 300, to pay the balance of the City’s 
2024 local match to HAPCAP; and

Three Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($340,000.00) to Sanitation Fund, 760.636, 
T.C. 300, and 

Fifteen Thousand Five Hundred Eighty-Eight and 83/100 Dollars ($15,588.83) to 
Internal Service Fund, 865, T.C. 600, for transfer, and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amount.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-68-25

Introduced by Jessica Thomas, Member
 City & Safety Services Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 108-24; AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND 
CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.  

WHEREAS, in addition to the Public Safety Training Center, this project will 
allow for decreased EMS response time to southern Athens, increased water capacity 
for fire protection to Elliotsville Road, Kenny Drive, and Turtle Run, and increased 
access to the Kenny Drive Industrial Subdivision and area businesses, and

WHEREAS, the project will provide storage buildings and a fenced laydown 
yard for the Engineering & Public Works and Police Departments, which will in turn 
allow for the retirement of storage space on West State Street (colloquially known as 
“the bottom”) in order to construct a new transit maintenance facility for Athens Transit, 
and to retire the Hudson Street storage building and yard for other uses, such as 
housing; and 

WHEREAS, the City received 2024 State Capital Bill funding in the amount of 
$2.5 million; and has been awarded ODOT Office of Jobs and Commerce Funding of  
$200,000 to be reimbursed to the Street Fund upon completion of the project;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance, 115-24, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Eight Hundred Thousand Dollars ($800,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500;

Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($600,000.00) to Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; for said 
Public Safety Training Facility;

Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750, T.C. 500; and

Three Hundred Eighty-One Thousand Dollars ($381,000.00) to Storm Sewer Fund, 
755.635, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

SECTION II:  Section II of Ordinance 108-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section II: The Service Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Two Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,900,000.00) Five Million Eighty-One 
Thousand Dollars ($5,081,000.00) as follows:
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Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) from Safety Services 
Fund, 206, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) One Million Dollars ($1,000,000.00) 
from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) Eight Hundred Thousand Dollars 
($800,000.00) from Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; 

Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) from Sewer Fund, 750, T.C. 500; and 

Three Hundred Eighty-One Thousand Dollars ($381,000.00) from Storm Sewer Fund, 
755.635, T.C. 500; for Project #373.  

SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 22 of 44



Page 23 of 44



Page 24 of 44



Page 25 of 44



Page 26 of 44



Page 27 of 44



Page 28 of 44



Page 29 of 44



Page 30 of 44



Page 31 of 44



Page 32 of 44



Page 33 of 44



Page 34 of 44



Page 35 of 44



      0-70-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee                                         

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE STATE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND/OR LOCAL 
TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM(S) FOR ISSUE I FUNDS; AND TO 
EXECUTE CONTRACTS AS REQUIRED.

WHEREAS, the State Capital Improvement Program and Local Transportation 
Improvement Program both provide financial assistance to political subdivisions for 
capital improvements to public infrastructure; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Mayor is hereby authorized to submit an application to the 
Ohio Public Works Commission (OPWC), to participate in the State Capital 
Improvement and/or Local Transportation Improvement Program(s) for Issue I Funds 
for Fiscal Year ’26, Round 38. 

SECTION II: The Mayor is further authorized to enter into any agreements as 
may be necessary and appropriate for obtaining this financial assistance.

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

                          
____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-72-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 57-25; CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
COLUMBUS ROAD SHARED USE PATH, PROJECT #365.

WHEREAS, ODOT has awarded the City safety funds for 90% of the eligible 
construction costs up to a cap of $1,032,881 $1,380,000; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Sections II and III of Ordinance 57-25 are hereby amended to 
read as follows: 

Section II:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

One Hundred Ninety Thousand Dollars ($190,000.00) Two Hundred Sixty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($265,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and

One Million Thirty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-One Dollars ($1,032,881.00) 
One Million Three Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($1,380,000.00) to Small Cities 
ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to One 
Million Three Hundred Eighty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-One Dollars 
($1,382,881.00) One Million Eight Hundred Five Thousand Dollars ($1,805,000.00) as 
follows:

Three Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($350,000.00) Four Hundred Twenty-Five 
Thousand ($425,000.00), of which One Hundred Sixty Thousand ($160,000.00) was 
authorized for engineering design services by Ordinance 05-24, from Street Fund, 
220, T.C. 500; and

One Million Thirty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Eighty-Two Dollars ($1,032,882.00) 
One Million Three Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($1,380,000.00) from Small Cities 
ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, for said Project #365.
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          SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       R-03-25

Introduced by All Members of Council

A RESOLUTION APPOINTING A NEW MEMBER TO REPLACE A CITIZEN 
MEMBER VACANCY; AND REAPPOINTING A CITIZEN MEMBER AND THE 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT MEMBER TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
RIDGES NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, on June 15, 2023, this Council adopted Ordinance 77-23, which 
states that successor members of the Board of Trustees (the “Board”) of the Ridges 
New Community Authority (the “Authority”) are to be selected in the same manner as 
the initial Board members until such time as this Council adopts an alternative method 
of selection or election; and

WHEREAS, on June 9, 2025, Dominick Brook submitted a letter of resignation 
from his position as a Citizen Member of the Board, creating a vacancy; and

WHEREAS, this Council desires to appoint James Kaufman to fill the unexpired 
term of Dominick Brook which expires on June 14, 2026; and

WHEREAS, this Council desires to reappoint Christine Knisely as a Citizen 
Member and Andrew Stone as the Local Government Member to successive terms on 
the Board which will expire on June 16, 2027;

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, STATE OF 
OHIO: 

SECTION I:    In accordance with the method of selection prescribed in 
Ordinance 77-23 and pursuant to R.C. 349.04, this Council hereby appoints James 
Kaufman as a Citizen Member of the Board to replace Dominick Brook, to fill the 
unexpired term ending June 14, 2026.

SECTION II: In accordance with the method of selection prescribed in
Ordinance 77-23 and pursuant to R.C. 349.04, this Council hereby reappoints 
Christine Knisely to a successive term as a Citizen Member of the Board, and Andrew 
Stone to a successive term as the Local Government Member of the Board, expiring 
on June 16, 2027.

SECTION III: This Council and any other officials of the City are authorized and
directed to take such actions and make such arrangements that are consistent with the 
purpose of this Resolution and necessary and proper for the appointment and 
reappointment of members to the Board.
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SECTION IV: This Council hereby finds and determines that all formal actions
taken relative to the passage of this Resolution were taken in an open meeting of the 
Council, and all deliberations thereby of the Council, and any of its committees, that 
resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, and all in 
compliance with legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised 
Code. 

SECTION V: This Resolution shall be an emergency measure necessary for the
preservation of the health, welfare, and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to allow the Board to meet the quorum requirements for Board meetings 
contained in Revised Code Chapter 349; wherefore, provided this Resolution receives 
the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of Council elected or appointed, then 
it shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its passage and approval by the 
Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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