
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, APRIL 14, 2025 
7:00 PM 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 

• Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council (SOPEC, presentation) 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 

• Hill Tide Ventures, LLC (111 Hooper Street, rezoning from R-1 and R-2 to R-3) 

• 37 & 37 1/2 Woodward Avenue (Title 49, Special Use Permit) 

• Comprehensive Plan Review Advisory Commission (update) 

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: 

• Appropriations 
o $30,000 to Water Fund, Professional Services (award from Ohio EPA for 

abandonment of unused wells)  

• 2025 Staffing (amend 0-116-24 and 0-121-24 to change Operations Specialist to 
Program Specialist and adjust Pay Grades) 

• Non-Union Fringe Benefits Package (amend 0-117-24, Educational Requirements) 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES: 
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• Washington County (jail contract) 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE: 

• Joneswood Slip 

• Event Street Closure (Juneteenth Day) 

6. **********SPECIAL SESSION**********  

7. Establish Quorum  

8. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-32-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO SUSPEND, 
TEMPORARILY, THE FEE FOR PARKING AT METERED SPACES IN THE MUNICIPAL 
PARKING GARAGE ON CERTAIN DATES IN DECEMBER 2025. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-33-25 
AN ORDINANCE SUSPENDING ATHENS CITY CODE SECTION 7.05.03, CONTINUOUS 
PARKING IN THE SAME LOCATION, FROM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025, THROUGH 
MIDNIGHT ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-34-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND 
ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT(S) FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATE ROUTE 682/56 INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS, 
PROJECT (#357). 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-35-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE ATHENS 
STREETSCAPE BEAUTIFICATION, PROJECT #383.  
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-36-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR DESIGN OF THE 
COLUMBUS ROAD LIFT STATION, PROJECT #359.  
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Introduced by Council Member McCarey  

0-37-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24; AND 
AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

9. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-29-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO CLOSE 
STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR THE DORA KICKOFF BOOK FAIR, THE PLAINS 
LIONS CLUB CRUISE-INS, THE PRIDE STREET FAIR, BOOGIE ON THE BRICKS, OHIO 
BREW WEEK, THE ATHENS COMMUNITY ARTS & MUSIC FESTIVAL, BOUNTY ON THE 
BRICKS, AND THE HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY; AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED DATES 
OR CANCEL THE EVENTS, AS NECESSARY. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-39-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 0-08-25; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY AND 
ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE REHABILITATION OF THE 
STIMSON AVENUE BRIDGE; AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-
24, AND ORDINANCE 30-24, AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR SAID 
PROJECT #358; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-40-25 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN POLICE DEPARTMENT FIREARMS AND OTHER 
EQUIPMENT NO LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-41-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
PERPETUAL AMENDED EASEMENT AND RIGHT-OF-WAY AGREEMENT WITH 
COLUMBIA GAS TRANSMISSION, LLC FOR CONTINUED MAINTENANCE OF EXISTING 
WATER AND SEWER LINES. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

10. Ordinance for First Reading:  

 • 0-42-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE OHIO DEPARTMENT 
OF TRANSPORTATION’S COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 
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11. Adjournment  

 

Sam Crowl  
President of Council 

  
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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              0-32-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
SUSPEND, TEMPORARILY, THE FEE FOR PARKING AT METERED SPACES IN 
THE MUNICIPAL PARKING GARAGE ON CERTAIN DATES IN DECEMBER 2025.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to suspend the 
fee for parking in the Municipal Parking Garage, excluding 2-hour metered spaces on 
(1 upper), for the following dates in calendar year 2025:

Friday, December 5, after 4:00 p.m. – Uptown Tree Lighting

Saturday, December 6, all day

Thursday, December 11, after 4:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 18, after 4:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 20, all day

Wednesday, December 24, all day

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 

moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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        0-33-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE SUSPENDING ATHENS CITY CODE SECTION 7.05.03, 
CONTINUOUS PARKING IN THE SAME LOCATION, FROM SUNDAY, DECEMBER 
14, 2025, THROUGH MIDNIGHT ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Code Section 7.05.03, Continuous Parking in the 
Same Location, is hereby suspended from Sunday, December 14, 2025, through 
midnight on Sunday, January 11, 2026. 

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

___________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ ___________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-34-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT(S) FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE STATE ROUTE 682/56 
INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT (#357).

WHEREAS, this roundabout project is to improve both congestion and safety at 
this location; and

WHEREAS, Ordinance 62-23 authorized preliminary engineering services for 
Project #357; and

WHEREAS, the City has been awarded $2.39 million from ODOT and $400,000 
from OPWC; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract(s), with the lowest and best 
bidder, for construction of a single lane roundabout at the State Route 682/56 
intersection, Project (#357). 

SECTION II: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

One Million Eighty-Three Thousand Dollars ($1,083,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, 
T.C. 500;

Two Million Thirty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($2,039,000.00) to Small Cities ODOT Fund, 
589, T.C. 500; and

Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) to OPWC Fund, 590, for said Project 
#357, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount.

SECTION III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to 
Four Million Six Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($4,620,000.00) as follows:

One Million Eighty-Three Thousand Dollars ($1,083,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, 
T.C. 500;

Two Million Thirty-Nine Thousand Dollars ($2,039,000.00) from Small Cities ODOT 
Fund, 589, T.C. 500; and

Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) from OPWC Fund, 590, for said 
Project #357.
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SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-35-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
ATHENS STREETSCAPE BEAUTIFICATION, PROJECT #383. 

WHEREAS, this project is to bury the overhead electric and 
telecommunications lines in the uptown, specifically along State and Mill between 
College and Congress, and along Carpenter between State and Congress, and 
includes sidewalk and streetscape features along Carpenter; and

WHEREAS, the City has received $6.5 million in Appalachian Community Grant 
Program (ACGP), Round 2, funds for said project; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to enter into 
contract(s) for engineering and construction of the Athens Streetscape Beautification, 
Project #383. 

SECTION II: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Six Million Five Hundred 
Thousand Dollars ($6,500,000.00) to Appalachian Community Grant Fund, 905, 
T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount.

SECTION III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to 
Six Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($6,500,000.00) from Appalachian 
Community Grant Fund, 905, T.C. 500, for said Project #383.

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-36-25

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR DESIGN OF THE 
COLUMBUS ROAD LIFT STATION, PROJECT #359. 

WHEREAS, Ordinance 72-23 authorized engineering services for design of 
Project #359; and

WHEREAS, this project will replace two sewage lift stations that are undersized 
and at the end of their useful life, the first on Dorr Lane, (Columbus Road #1), and the 
second on Theater Lane, and will support the new hospital and expected growth of the 
surrounding area;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to enter into 
contract(s) for construction of the Columbus Road Lift Station, Project #359.  

SECTION II: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) to CDBG Fund 248, T.C. 500; 
and 

One Million Six Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($1,630,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 
750.637, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

SECTION III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to 
One Million Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($1,750,000.00) as follows:

One Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) from CDBG Fund 248, 
T.C. 500; and 

One Million Six Hundred Thirty Thousand Dollars ($1,630,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 
750.637, T.C. 500, for said Project #359.  

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:
__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-37-25

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24; 
AND AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Eighteen Thousand Three Hundred Ninety-Three and 24/100 Dollars ($18,393.24) to 
Transportation Assistance Fund, 214.716, T.C. 300, to pay the balance of the City’s 
2024 local match to HAPCAP; and

Three Hundred Forty Thousand Dollars ($340,000.00) to Sanitation Fund, 760.636, 
T.C. 300, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount.  

          SECTION II:   The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund 
transfer:

         FROM                      TO                  AMOUNT
Internal Service Fund, 865     Medical Insurance Fund, 866 $15,588.83

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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   0-29-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO CLOSE 
STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR THE DORA KICKOFF BOOK FAIR, THE 
PLAINS LIONS CLUB CRUISE-INS, THE PRIDE STREET FAIR, OHIO BREW WEEK, 
THE ATHENS COMMUNITY ARTS & MUSIC FESTIVAL, BOUNTY ON THE BRICKS, 
AND THE HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY; AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED DATES 
OR CANCEL THE EVENTS, AS NECESSARY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to close streets 
in the uptown area for the DORA Kickoff Book Fair, The Plains Lions Club Cruise-Ins, 
the Pride Street Fair, Boogie on the Bricks; Ohio Brew Week, the Athens Community 
Arts & Music Festival, Bounty on the Bricks, and the Halloween Block Party, and to 
change requested dates or cancel the events, as necessary, and to implement the 
following:

A.  Close designated streets to vehicular traffic in the City of Athens no earlier 
than 6:00 a.m. and no later than midnight, and maintain cross traffic wherever 
practicable, for the following events: 

• DORA Kickoff Book Fair, 5/17/2025, West State Street from Court to Congress

• The Plains Lions Club Cruise-ins, 6/6/2025, 8/1/2025, and 8/29/2025, Court 
Street from Washington to State 

• Pride Street Fair, 6/7/2025, West Union Street from Congress to Court

• Ohio Brew Week, First Call, 7/11/2025, Court Street from Washington to State

• Ohio Brew Week, Last Call, 7/19/2025, Court Street from Carpenter to 
Washington

• Athens Community Arts & Music Festival (ACAMF), 8/2/2025, West Union 
Street from Court to Congress

• Bounty on the Bricks, 8/9/25, Court Street from Union to Washington

• Ohio Brew Week, Fall Fest, 9/6/25, West Union Street from Congress to Court

• Halloween Block Party, 10/25/2025, full uptown area
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B.  Ban parking on designated streets beginning no earlier than 3:00 a.m. and 
no later than 1:00 a.m. the following day to accommodate said events. 

SECTION II: This Ordinance is only applicable to the above-listed events.

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-39-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 0-08-25; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY 
AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE REHABILITATION 
OF THE STIMSON AVENUE BRIDGE; AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE 115-24, AND ORDINANCE 30-24, AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING 
SERVICES FOR SAID PROJECT #358; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Sections II and III of Ordinance 0-8-25 are hereby amended to 
read as follows:

Section II:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Four Million Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Five Hundred Ninety and 19/100 Dollars 
($4,470,590.19) Five Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($5,300,000.00) to 
Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500; and

One Million Two Hundred Four Thousand Three Hundred Nine and 81/100 Dollars 
($1,204,309.81) Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven Thousand Dollars ($877,000.00) to 
Street Rehab Fund, 572, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts. 

SECTION II:  Section II of Ordinance 30-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section II:  The Service Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to Six Million 
Two Hundred Fifty-Four Thousand Nine Hundred and Dollars Six Million One Hundred 
Seventy-Seven Thousand Dollars ($6,177,000.00) as follows:

Four Million Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Five Hundred ninety and 19/100 Dollars 
($4,470,590.19) Five Million Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($5,300,000.00) to 
Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, and 

One Million Seven Hundred Eighty-Four Thousand Three Hundred Nine and 81/100 
Dollars ($1,784, 309.81) Eight Hundred Seventy-Seven Thousand Dollars 
($877,000.00) from Street Rehabilitation Fund, 572, T.C. 500, for said project (#358).  
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SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to meet an Ohio Department of Transportation funding deadline, and it 
shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-42-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION’S COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Section 5513.01(B) provides the opportunity for Municipal 
Corporations to participate in contracts of the Ohio Department of Transportation for 
the purchase of machinery, material, supplies or other articles; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens has authorized funds in the 2025 budget for the 
purchase of road salt and hereby submits this written agreement to participate in the 
Ohio Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) annual winter road salt bid in 
accordance with Ohio Revised Code 5513.01(B) and hereby agrees to all of the terms 
and conditions included in this ordinance in its participation of the ODOT winter road 
salt contract;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    The City of Athens, Athens County, hereby agrees to be bound 
by all terms and conditions established by ODOT’s winter road salt contract and 
acknowledges that upon award of the contract by the Director of ODOT it shall be 
bound by all such terms and conditions included in the contract.

SECTION II:  The City of Athens hereby acknowledges that upon the Director 
of ODOT’s signing of the winter road salt contract, it shall effectively form a contract 
between the awarded salt supplier and the City of Athens. 

SECTION III:  The City of Athens agrees to be solely responsible for resolving 
all claims or disputes arising out of its participation in the ODOT winter road salt 
contract and agrees to hold the Department of Transportation harmless for any claims, 
actions, expenses, or other damages arising out of the City of Athens’ participation in 
the road salt contract.  

SECTION IV: The City of Athens’ electronic order for Sodium Chloride (Road 
Salt) will be the amount the City of Athens agrees to purchase from its awarded salt 
supplier at the delivered bid price per ton awarded by the Director of ODOT.  
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SECTION V:  The City of Athens hereby agrees to purchase a minimum of 90% 
of its above-requested salt quantities from its awarded salt supplier during the State 
contract’s effective period in 2025 and 2026.

SECTION VI: The City of Athens hereby agrees to place orders with and 
directly pay the awarded salt supplier on a net 30 basis for all road salt it receives 
pursuant to ODOT winter salt contract.

SECTION VII:  The City of Athens acknowledges that should it wish to rescind 
this participation agreement it will do so by written, emailed request by no later than 
Friday, May 2, 2025, by 5:00 p.m. The written, emailed request to rescind this 
participation agreement must be received by the ODOT Office of Contract Sales, 
Purchasing Section email:  Contracts.Purchasing@dot.ohio.gov  by the deadline.  The 
Department, upon receipt, will respond that it has received the request and that it has 
effectively removed the City of Athens’ participation request.  Furthermore, it is the 
sole responsibility of the City of Athens to ensure ODOT has received this participation 
agreement as well as the receipt of any request to rescind this participation 
agreement.  The Department shall not be held responsible or liable for failure to 
receive a City of Athens’ participation agreement and/or a City of Athens’ request to 
rescind its participation agreement.  

SECTION VIII:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to meet the participation deadline, and it shall be in full force and effect 
upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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