
AMAC meeting agenda 
Feb 12, 2025, 5:30-7:00 PM 
Location: Arts/West 132 West State Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701

Review, discuss, and move to approve or update minutes from the Jan 8, 2024 meeting.

Legislative updates
● Jeff Risner and Andrew Chiki

○ Budget: what AMAC projects have been approved? 
○ Sculpture Park progress update

AMAC Admin
● With Holly’s resignation, AMAC is adding an additional commissioner
● Executive seats: Devin is interested in Vice Chair if no one else is interested in the role; 

David will step in as secretary if no one else is interested in the role.
● Devin, David, and Nancy have their term end this year. 

○ Devin is interested in continuing his service, but David is not. 

Public Projects
● Kelee Riesbeck Tina Wilson: Sculpture Park opening

○ Able to set the Sculpture Park opening date yet? We can use the same plans for 
when we will do our new event. 

○ Next AMAC meeting, March 12, is during OU’s spring break
○ International Sculpture Day is in April. 

● Athens City Mural audit and enhancement: David Telega and Kelee Riesbeck
○ ADA disclaimer language for printed Mural Walk 1: David
○ If the City prints the maps, AMAC will distribute them (ACCVB, hotels, etc.)

● Art Outside the Box project: Tina Wilson, Kate Fetterolf
○ Posted to mAppAthens yet?

● Athens Poet Laureate: Tina Wilson
○ Updates on getting the word out, convening ad hoc selection committee

● Art in City Spaces Project: Nancy Epliing and Kate Fetterolf
○ Update 

. 

Arts West / APRD Update: Katherine Ann Jordan

Announcements and other business 
● Review Marcelle Gilkerson application for AMAC seat

Adjourn

Next Meeting: March 12, 2025, 5:30-7:00 PM, Arts/West
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AMAC meeting minutes
Jan. 8, 2025, 5:30-7:00 PM 
Location: Arts/West 132 West State Street 
Athens, Ohio 45701

In attendance: Devin Sudman, Tina Wilson, David Telega, Kelee Riesbeck, Andrew Chiki 
Regrets: Holly Ittel, Katherine Ann Jordan, Kate Fetterolf, Jeff

Call to order at 5:30 pm at Arts/West 

Review minutes from the November 13, 2024 meeting
Tina Moves, David Second, APPROVED

Legislative updates
● Jeff Risner and Andrew Chiki

○ Council has passed a budget, and soon the city will be able to begin operations 
(purchases, etc)

○ Andrew has asked that AMAC had funds to attend the Governor's Awards for the 
Arts, Printing for MapAthens, and honorarium for the Poet Laureate. They have 
been approved. 

○ Kelee brings up that Holly has an unexpired term with AMAC. We have an 
opening for the vice chair. She asks if we have any volunteers. 

■ David notes that he is interested in vice-chair if nobody else is open to it. 
Devin is interested in it, but someone would need to step into the role of 
Secretary.

■ Devin, David, and Nancy have their term end this year. 
● Devin is interested in continuing his service, but David is not. 

Public Projects
● Kelee Riesbeck Tina Wilson: Sculpture Park opening

○ Three sculptures have been installed, two are waiting to be installed, and some 
look a bit fragile. 

■ Kelee notes that maybe we can have some signs about ‘please don’t 
touch the art’ 

■ David asks if there is any surveillance on the sculptures. Andrew says, 
yes. 

○ Andrew notes that we are about 80% done with the installation of the commission 
pieces. He said there is about a day's worth of work to finish the two remaining 
installations. There was a rogue sculpture installation on the cement pads by a 
CoFA professor. Fire department stated that the pieces were not safe and a 
danger to the public. Andrew reached out to the professor to remove them (there 
was a misunderstanding on the installation) and the professor has not responded 
yet. 

■ Kelee notes that she can connect Andrew with the Chair of the 
Department to get a connection. She believes it is not the best optics for 
the city to remove student art without proper channels of communication. 

● Andrew says that they DO want to work with the university on art 
installations, but what is there now is not safe and there is not an 
agreement in place. 

○ Andrew asks what are the next steps for the Sculpture Park. We have additional 
pads. 
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■ How many do we want to work with OU/Hocking/Students? How do we go 
about selecting/rejecting/advertising/etc?

■ We need to create a procedure/process for when we want to change out 
the art. 

○ Kelee asks what happened with the opening party plans for October. We can use 
the same plans for when we will do our new event. We currently don’t have a 
date set for the new event. TBD

■ Devin notes that International Sculpture Day is in April. 

● Athens City Mural audit and enhancement: David Telega and Kelee Riesbeck
○ Progress is being made, they have walked the paths. Make sure that we have 

language about accessibility. 
○ Kelee notes that they have additional ideas on how to expand on the project 

(voice reading, website additions, etc)
○ Recommendations have been made from the Accessibility Commission, AMAC is 

taking them into consideration. David noted that we could make a disclaimer that 
those who produced this are not experts in accessibility and cannot guarantee 
and challenges. 

● Art Outside the Box project: Tina Wilson, Kate Fetterolf
○ All have been sent over to Nancy Stevens at mApp Athens.
○ Tina wants to make a designation for walkable (blue square) vs driveable (yellow 

square). 
○ Kate is not in attendance, but Tina notes that we have not heard from Nancy 

since around Thanksgiving. 

● Athens Poet Laureate: Tina Wilson
○ Met with the current Poet Laureate before the holidays to generate ideas and 

names. Tina has about five people ready to serve on the ad hoc committee to 
begin the process of finding the next PL. 

○ Noted that Stephanie said that the payment process is a bit difficult from her 
perspective. Tina relayed the message to Andrew. 

■ Andrew will look into this to see if there is anything that can be done on 
his end to help. 

○ Kelee said that Arts/West is available for the committee to meet at. Also noted 
that we need to release to the city that we are looking for the next APL. 

● Art in City Spaces Project: Nancy Epliing and Kate Fetterolf
○ Kate and Nancy are not in attendance for updates. 

. 

Arts West / APRD Update: Katherine Ann Jordan

● The performance floor should be completed with clean-up and trim today! Y'all check it 
out tonight!

● The sculpture RFP is out and I re-posted it today. We haven't had any submissions, but 
we've made it into the local newspapers and it's on the OAC's website for individual artist 
opportunities. Please share with your contacts as well. 

● FamJam 25 is happening on January 25th @ the community center from 6-8 pm. There 
will be dancing, food, and a silent disco area as well - this is a family friendly event. 
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Announcements and other business 
● None to note

Adjourn
Motion to Adjourn Tina, Seconded by David, APPROVED
Meeting ends at 6:45 pm

Next Meeting: Feb. 12, 2025, 5:30-7:00 PM, Arts/West
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Dear Members of the Athens Municipal Arts Commission, 

I am writing to express my interest in joining the Athens Municipal Arts Commission 

(AMAC). Having moved to Athens from Columbus, OH, in 2024, I am eager to contribute 

to and support the vibrant arts community that has welcomed me. Since arriving, I 

have been working at Athens Photographic Project, an organization that is dedicated to 

using art as a means of empowerment and healing. Through my role here, I have 

witnessed firsthand the transformative power of the arts in helping individuals thrive, 

and I am interested in supporting this work on a broader scale. 

I understand that the Athens Municipal Arts Commission makes recommendations to 

the City Council and the Athens Administration, and I am drawn to the opportunity to 

be part of a group that helps make art visible in Athens. I recognize the value of the 

Commission’s role in providing thoughtful guidance and in facilitating collaboration 

between artists, citizens, and local government. 

I believe that my background and experience with Athens Photographic Project, 

combined with my interest in supporting local artists and cultural initiatives, would 

allow me to make meaningful contributions to AMAC. I am excited about the possibility 

of serving on the Commission and working alongside others who share a commitment 

to enhancing the arts in Athens. 

Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to the possibility of 

contributing to the important work of AMAC and supporting the cultural wealth of 

Athens. 

Sincerely, 

Marcelle Gilkerson 

  

Below please find my resume with the experience relevant to nonprofit leadership and 

the arts. My earlier work was working in agencies as a graphic designer and art 

director.  

  

 

Marcelle Gilkerson 
11595 Simms Road, Athens, OH 45701 
P: 614-557-7023  E: kungayangzom@gmail.com 
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Professional Experience 

Co-Facilitator & Strategic Communications 
Athens Photo Project (APP) — Athens, OH | June 2024–Present 

• Co-facilitate photography classes for adults addressing mental health challenges, 
exploring art as a tool for personal identity, trauma healing, and self-discovery. 

• Support strategic communications to align messaging with APP’s mission, enhancing 
program visibility and community impact. 

Lead Teacher & Leadership Council Member 
The Juniper School — Columbus, OH | 2019–2024 

• Designed and implemented curricula incorporating drawing, painting, and photography 
to foster critical thinking, artistic expression, and social-emotional learning. 

• Led projects to enhance the artistic development of students across grade levels. 

Strategic Communications Consultant 
Praxia Partners — Columbus, OH | 2017–2019 

• Developed content strategies for social equity projects, combining visual storytelling with 
actionable messaging. 

• Created visual and written materials, incorporating graphic design and art narratives to 
engage diverse stakeholders. 

Mentor 
Columbus Learning Cooperative — Columbus, OH | 2016–2017 

• Mentored teens in a self-directed learning program. 
• Facilitated connections to resources and opportunities tailored to individual learning 

goals. 

Development & Outreach Director 
Compassionate Communication Center of Ohio — Columbus, OH | 2015–2016 

• Expanded the reach of workshops  teaching compassionate communication techniques, 
connecting communities through shared experiences. 

Executive Director 
Shambhala Meditation Center of Columbus — Columbus, OH | 2012–2015 

• Led a successful campaign to establish The Juniper School, integrating art into its 
foundational curriculum. 

• Directed steering committee and secured funding to renovate a facility into a community 
school.. 

Volunteer Leadership 
Children and Families Working Group (Shambhala) | Global (Remote) | 2014–2017 

• Collaborated internationally to create sustainable programming for families. 
• Co-organized the Growing Brave Conference,  workshops for educators, parents and 

children to community engagement. 

Education 

University of Florida — Gainesville, FL 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Graphic Design 1992 
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