
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2025 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Public Hearing: To Amend the City's Sign Regulations to increase the size of 
political or ideological signs from 350 to 432 square inches  

2. REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL  

3. Establish Quorum  

4. Communications  

5. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

6. Ordinance for Third Reading:  

0-137-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR.  
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

7. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-01-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-24; AUTHORIZING THE EAST STATE 
STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR 
TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.   
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-02-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNITY BUILDING PARTNERS, 
LLC AND A PURCHASING PROGRAM GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF OHIO 
FOR THE WELCOME HOME OHIO PROGRAM, PROJECT #381. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-03-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 120-24; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
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ENTER INTO A CONTRACT EXTENSION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
OPERATION OF THE ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

8. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-06-25 
AN ORDINANCE TO REZONE UNDEVELOPED LOTS ON POMEROY ROAD FROM R-1 
TO R-3, AND REZONING FIVE (5) PARCELS IMMEDIATELY TO THE WEST OF 0 
POMEROY ROAD TO B-1.   
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-07-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY ZONING CODE, TITLE 23, CHAPTER 23.03, 
GENERAL REGULATIONS AND PERMITTED MODIFICATIONS, SECTION 23.03.13 (L) (2), 
SIGN REGULATIONS.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-08-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, 115-24 AND 
ORDINANCE 30-24; AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR REHABILITATION OF 
THE STIMSON AVENUE BRIDGE, PROJECT (#358). 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-09-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE, 
ACCEPT BIDS WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT(S) FOR DESIGN, 
MAINTENANCE, AND ADDITIONS TO THE RICHLAND BRIDGE OVER THE HOCKING 
RIVER AND THE STROUDS RUN BRIDGE OVER US33, PROJECT (#381). 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-10-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-22, TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE IN THE 
EXPENDITURE FOR A NEW RESTROOM FACILITY AT THE WEST STATE PARK, 
PROJECT #349.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-11-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 56-22, TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE IN THE 
EXPENDITURE FOR TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL COURTS, PROJECT #350.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-12-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING UNNEEDED OR OBSOLETE MUNICIPAL PERSONAL 
PROPERTY TO BE SOLD BY INTERNET AUCTION.   
Introduced by Council Member Risner 
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0-13-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24; AND 
AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

9. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Accept the December, 2024, Financial Reports submitted by the Auditor 

10. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

11. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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 0-137-24

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    In accordance with Section I of Ordinance 116-24, City Council 
does hereby authorize a general hourly pay increase, effective the first pay period in 
2025, with retroactive pay, for the following positions:  

Assistant Law Director, Pay Grade 11, from $39.37 to $42.94; and

Prosecutor (currently filled position), Pay Grade 10, from $36.85 to $39.39.

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-01-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-24; AUTHORIZING THE EAST 
STATE STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING 
THE AUDITOR TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  

WHEREAS, the City has received ($429,658.00) for construction through 
ODOT’s Small Cities Congestion Mitigation Grant;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Sections II, III, and IV are hereby amended to read as follows:

Section II:  The 2024 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 0-115-24, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($230,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, and Two Hundred 
Twenty Thirty Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00) ($230,000.00) to TIF Fund, 593, 
T.C. 600, for transfer, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

Section III:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund transfers:
         FROM            TO                   AMOUNT
TIF Fund, 593      Street Fund, 220 $ 220,000.00 $450,000.00

Section IV:   The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Six 
Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine Forty-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars 
($649,658.00) ($879,658.00) for said project as follows:

Four Hundred Twenty-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars ($429,658.00)
from Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500; and Two Four Hundred Twenty Fifty 
Thousand ($220,00.00) ($450,000.00) Dollars from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for 
said Project (#367).

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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 0-03-25

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 120-24; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT EXTENSION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 
THE OPERATION OF THE ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Section I of Ordinance 120-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

Section I:  The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract extension through 
December 31, 2027, to provide financial support for the operation of the Athens 
County Economic Development Council (ACEDC) in the amount of Sixty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00) ($65,000.00)annually from the General Fund.  A copy 
of said Agreement and ACEDC deliverables is attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in that the current contract expired December 31, 2024, and it shall be in full 
force and effect upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.
 

______________________
President of Council

ATTEST:

________________________
Clerk of Council

APPROVED:

________________________
Mayor
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AGREEMENT

PARTIES: This extension AGREEMENT is entered into between the City of Athens, 
Ohio, hereinafter referred to as “City,” and the Athens County Economic Development 
Council, hereinafter referred to as the “Development Council.”

PURPOSE: This extension AGREEMENT is for the purpose of providing financial 
support for economic development activities of the Athens County Economic 
Development Council, and shall be in effect through December 31, 2027.

DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AGREES:

To use the sum paid by the City for the support of economic development activities.

CITY AGREES:

To pay ($65,000.00) annually.

BOTH PARTIES AGREE:

1. Either Party may terminate this contract upon one hundred twenty (120) days’ 
written notice to the other Party.

THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

_________________________ ____________________
Steve Patterson, Mayor Date

ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL:

_________________________ ____________________
President & CEO Date
Economic Development Council

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________ ____________________
Lisa Eliason, Director of Law Date
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                    0-07-25

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee                                        

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY ZONING CODE, TITLE 23, CHAPTER 
23.03, GENERAL REGULATIONS AND PERMITTED MODIFICATIONS, SECTION 
23.03.13 (L) (2), SIGN REGULATIONS. 

WHEREAS, Athens City Council held a public hearing on January 21, 2025;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Athens City Zoning Code, Title 23, Chapter 23.03, General 
Regulations and Permitted modifications, Section 23.03.13 (L) (2), Sign Regulations, 
is hereby amended to read as follows: 

23.03.13 (L) (2) – Sign Regulations.

(L)  Temporary signs. All temporary signs shall be maintained in a safe condition 
and in good repair or be removed immediately.

(2)
Political or ideological signs. Any political sign, circular, banner, poster, handbill, 
pennant or other similar sign of a temporary nature which by design is calling 
attention to an upcoming election may be placed in any zones. Signs posted under 
this provision may be placed on poles or lamp posts only with the written permission 
of the owner. Signs may not be larger than 350 432 square inches.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-08-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE, 115-24 
AND ORDINANCE 30-24; AUTHORIZING ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 
REHABILITATION OF THE STIMSON AVENUE BRIDGE, PROJECT (#358).

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Four Million Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Five Hundred Ninety and 19/100 Dollars 
($4,470,590.19) to Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500; and

Two Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) to Street Rehab Fund, 572, 
T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

SECTION II: Section II of Ordinance 30-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section II: The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to Five 
Million Three Hundred Thousand Five Hundred Ninety and 19/100 Dollars 
($5,300,590.19) as follows:

Four Million Four Hundred Seventy Thousand Five Hundred Ninety and 19/100 Dollars 
($4,470,590.19) to Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, and 

Five Hundred Eighty Thousand Dollars ($580,000.00) Eight Hundred Thirty Thousand 
Dollars ($830,000.00) from Street Rehabilitation Fund, 572, T.C. 500, for said Project 
(#358).  

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-09-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
ADVERTISE, ACCEPT BIDS WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT(S) FOR DESIGN, MAINTENANCE, AND ADDITIONS TO THE 
RICHLAND BRIDGE OVER THE HOCKING RIVER AND THE STROUDS RUN 
BRIDGE OVER US33, PROJECT (#381).

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise, 
accept bids where necessary, and enter into contract(s) for design, maintenance, and 
additions to the Richland Bridge over the Hocking River and the Strouds Run Bridge 
over US33, Project (#381).  

SECTION II: The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Forty 
Thousand Dollars ($240,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, and increasing the 
total appropriations by said amount.

SECTION III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to 
Two Hundred Sixty-Two Thousand Dollars ($262,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, 
T.C. 500, for said Project (#381).

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-10-25

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-22, TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE 
IN THE EXPENDITURE FOR A NEW RESTROOM FACILITY AT THE WEST STATE 
PARK, PROJECT #349.  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Section III of Ordinance 15-22 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  

Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is further authorized to expend up to Two 
Hundred Fifty Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) ($300,000.00) from 
APR Income Tax Fund, 273, T.C. 500, for said Project #349.

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________ 
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-11-25

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 56-22, TO AUTHORIZE AN INCREASE 
IN THE EXPENDITURE FOR TENNIS AND PICKLEBALL COURTS, PROJECT #350.  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Section III of Ordinance 56-22 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Three 
Hundred Twenty-Eight Fifty Thousand Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($328,250.00) 
($350,000.00) as follows:  Two Three Hundred Thousand Seventy-Eight Thousand 
Two Hundred Fifty Dollars ($278,250.00) ($300,000.00) from APR Income Tax Fund, 
273, T.C. 500, and Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) from ARPA Fund, 286, 
T.C. 500, for said project #350. 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

___________________________
President of Council

ATTEST:

________________________
Clerk of Council

APPROVED:

________________________
Mayor
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      0-12-25

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING UNNEEDED OR OBSOLETE MUNICIPAL 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD BY INTERNET AUCTION.  

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Council, in accordance with Ohio Revised Code 
Section 721.15(D), hereby authorizes the Service-Safety Director, or their designee, to 
enter into an agreement with a government auction service to conduct Internet 
Auctions for the selling of unneeded or obsolete municipal personal property, and shall 
require the bidder to pay all fees, taxes, and charges.  Auction items will be advertised 
for no less than ten (10) days, including Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.    

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

___________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-13-25

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2025 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 115-24; 
AND AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 115-24 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One Hundred Twenty 
Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) to General Fund, 101, T.C. 600, for transfer, and 
increasing the total appropriations by said amount. 

          SECTION II:   The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund 
transfer:

         FROM                TO                                               AMOUNT
General Fund, 101       Cemetery Fund, 210                            $120,000.00
Parking Garage Fund, 730       Parking Garage Debt Fund, 733          $163,000.00
Water Fund, 740       WTP Improvement Fund, 744              $399,000.00

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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