
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, JANUARY 13, 2025 
7:00 PM 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES: 

• Commission on Disabilities (2024 annual report) 

• West State Park New Restroom Facility, Project #349 (amend 0-15-22) 

• Tennis & Pickle Ball Courts, Project #350 (amend 0-56-22) 

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE: 

• Local LIHTC and Economic Development (presentation by David Funk) 

• Hill Tide LIHTC, 111 Hooper Street Rezoning of (8) Parcels from R-1 and R-2 to R-3 
(recommendation by Planning Commission) 

• Welcome Home Ohio Program, Project #381 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE: 

• East State Street Signal Improvements, Project #367 (amend 0-14-24) 

• Stimson Bridge, Project #358 (construction and construction engineering) 

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: 

• Athens County Economic Development Council (amend 0-120-24) 
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• Internet Auction (authorizing the sale of unneeded or obsolete municipal personal 
property) 

• Interfund Transfers (requests from Auditor) 

5. COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE:  

 • AT&T Tariff Request with the PUCO (to shift the cost for r-o-w moving of utility lines 
to municipalities) 

 • Over Pricing of Insulin and Generic Drugs (lawsuit on behalf of political subdivisions) 

6. REGULAR SESSION OF COUNCIL  

7. Establish Quorum  

8. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Sessions of City Council held December 2 and December 16, 2024 
Special Session of City Council held December 9, 2024 

9. Communications  

10. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

11. Ordinance for Second Reading:  

0-137-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR.  
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

12. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-01-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-24; AUTHORIZING THE EAST STATE 
STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR 
TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.   
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-02-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH COMMUNITY BUILDING PARTNERS, 
LLC AND A PURCHASING PROGRAM GRANT AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF OHIO 

Page 2 of 36



FOR THE WELCOME HOME OHIO PROGRAM, PROJECT #381. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-03-25 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 120-24; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT EXTENSION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE 
OPERATION OF THE ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

 • 0-04-25 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ATHENS SUPPORTING THE OHIO 
MUNICIPAL LEAGUE’S CHALLENGE OF AT&T’s TARIFF APPLICATION AT THE 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by All Council Members 

 • 0-05-25 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A LEGAL SERVICES 
CONTRACT WITH GROSSMAN & KELLY, LLP TO PROSECUTE ON A 
CONTINENCY  BASIS CIVIL LEGAL CLAIMS FOR PRICE FIXING IN MDL 3080 
(INSULIN) AND MDL 2724 (GENERIC DRUGS) AND FOR NEGLIGENCE 
RESULTING IN INJURIES AND PROPERTY DAMAGE IN MDL 2873 (PFAS); AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by All Council Members 

13. Announcements & Other Business  

 • Motion to Approve November, 2024 Credit Card Transactions 

14. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

15. Adjournment  

 

Sam Crowl  
President of Council 

  
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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 0-137-24

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    In accordance with Section I of Ordinance 116-24, City Council 
does hereby authorize a general hourly pay increase, effective the first pay period in 
2025, with retroactive pay, for the following positions:  

Assistant Law Director, Pay Grade 11, from $39.37 to $42.94; and

Prosecutor (currently filled position), Pay Grade 10, from $36.85 to $39.39.

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-01-25

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 14-24; AUTHORIZING THE EAST 
STATE STREET SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#367); AND AUTHORIZING 
THE AUDITOR TO MAKE AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  

WHEREAS, the City has received ($429,658.00) for construction through 
ODOT’s Small Cities Congestion Mitigation Grant;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Sections II, III, and IV are hereby amended to read as follows:

Section II:  The 2024 2025 Appropriation Ordinance 0-115-24, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Two Hundred Thirty 
Thousand Dollars ($230,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, and Two Hundred 
Twenty Thirty Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00) ($230,000.00) to TIF Fund, 593, 
T.C. 600, for transfer, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.

Section III:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund transfers:
         FROM            TO                   AMOUNT
TIF Fund, 593      Street Fund, 220 $ 220,000.00 $450,000.00

Section IV:   The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Six 
Eight Hundred Seventy-Nine Forty-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars 
($649,658.00) ($879,658.00) for said project as follows:

Four Hundred Twenty-Nine Thousand Six Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars ($429,658.00)
from Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500; and Two Four Hundred Twenty Fifty 
Thousand ($220,00.00) ($450,000.00) Dollars from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for 
said Project (#367).

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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 0-03-25

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 120-24; AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO 
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT EXTENSION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 
THE OPERATION OF THE ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
COUNCIL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Section I of Ordinance 120-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows: 

Section I:  The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into a contract extension through 
December 31, 2027, to provide financial support for the operation of the Athens 
County Economic Development Council (ACEDC) in the amount of Sixty-Five 
Thousand Dollars ($60,000.00) ($65,000.00)annually from the General Fund.  A copy 
of said Agreement and ACEDC deliverables is attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in that the current contract expired December 31, 2024, and it shall be in full 
force and effect upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.
 

______________________
President of Council

ATTEST:

________________________
Clerk of Council

APPROVED:

________________________
Mayor
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AGREEMENT

PARTIES: This extension AGREEMENT is entered into between the City of Athens, 
Ohio, hereinafter referred to as “City,” and the Athens County Economic Development 
Council, hereinafter referred to as the “Development Council.”

PURPOSE: This extension AGREEMENT is for the purpose of providing financial 
support for economic development activities of the Athens County Economic 
Development Council, and shall be in effect through December 31, 2027.

DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL AGREES:

To use the sum paid by the City for the support of economic development activities.

CITY AGREES:

To pay ($65,000.00) annually.

BOTH PARTIES AGREE:

1. Either Party may terminate this contract upon one hundred twenty (120) days’ 
written notice to the other Party.

THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

_________________________ ____________________
Steve Patterson, Mayor Date

ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL:

_________________________ ____________________
President & CEO Date
Economic Development Council

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

_________________________ ____________________
Lisa Eliason, Director of Law Date
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 0-04-25

Introduced by All Council Members

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ATHENS SUPPORTING THE OHIO MUNICIPAL 
LEAGUE’S CHALLENGE OF AT&T’s TARIFF APPLICATION AT THE PUBLIC 
UTILITIES COMMISSION OF OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, on December 18, 2024, the Ohio Bell Telephone Company dba 
AT&T Ohio (“AT&T”) filed a Telecommunications Form related to a change in its tariff for 
“Construction Charges, Relocation of Facilities” with the Public Utilities Commission of 
Ohio (the “PUCO”) in PUCO Case Nos. 24-1123-TP-ATA and 90-5032-TP-TRF 
(collectively referred to as “AT&T’s Tariff Application”); and

WHEREAS, AT&T’s Tariff Application proposes tariff changes which will require 
any municipalities in which AT&T is located in the municipality’s public right-of-way to 
pay the full cost of any relocation or undergrounding of AT&T’s facilities, regardless of 
the reason for the relocation. This is in direct contradiction of current Ohio law; and

WHEREAS, AT&T’s Tariff Application is subject to a thirty-day auto approval 
process, meaning that if the PUCO does not rule on the application, then the application 
is automatically approved, and the tariff change becomes effective on the thirty-first day 
after the filing of the application; and

WHEREAS, if AT&T’s Tariff Application goes unchallenged and becomes 
automatically effective, municipalities throughout Ohio (and, subsequently, constituents 
who may or may not be AT&T customers) would be required to pay for any relocation of 
AT&T facilities in the public rights-of-way, even if the relocation or undergrounding is 
required for health, safety, or public welfare purposes; and

WHEREAS, any challenges to AT&T’s application must be filed prior to the 
January 17, 2025, to allow the PUCO to pause the automatic approval process, allow 
challengers to be heard through an evidentiary hearing, and consider legal arguments. 
To challenge AT&T’s Tariff Application, an interested stakeholder must file a motion to 
intervene with the PUCO showing that it has a real and substantial interest in AT&T’s 
Tariff Application and the intervener is so situated that the disposition of the proceeding 
may, as a practical matter, impair or impede its ability to protect that interest; and

WHEREAS, the Ohio Municipal League has engaged counsel to challenge 
AT&T’s Tariff Application;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, Athens County, State of Ohio:
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SECTION I: Athens City Council finds that AT&T’s Tariff Application directly 
changes and significantly impacts, to the detriment of the City of Athens, how this City 
manages and administers its public rights-of-way.

SECTION II: Athens City Council hereby authorizes and agrees to participate in 
and to intervene in the proceeding at the PUCO in order to challenge AT&T’s Tariff 
Application and any subsequent and/or necessary legal, administrative, legislative 
efforts.

SECTION III: Athens City Council has been advised by the Ohio Municipal 
League that future financial and/or other support from the City may be necessary to the 
success of a challenge to AT&T’s Tariff Application and any related legal, 
administrative, or legislative efforts. The City of Athens may take under consideration 
the specific amount or form of such financial and/or other support from the City at a 
subsequent meeting of this Council.

SECTION IV: The immediate necessity for this action is declared an emergency 
for the preservation of public peace, health, and safety, and for the reasons set forth 
above, and this ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage.

______________________
President of Council

ATTEST:

________________________
Clerk of Council

APPROVED:

________________________
Mayor
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