
  

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2024 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE:  

 • Assistant Law Director and Prosecutor (Non-Union Compensation) 

2. REGULAR SESSION  

3. Establish Quorum  

4. Communications  

5. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

6. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-112-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO 
PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE CITY’S TRANSIENT GUEST TAX FOR THE 
OPERATION OF THE OUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL OF APPALACHIA (ORCA). 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-128-24 
AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR AN INCREASE IN THE GENERAL CITY INCOME TAX 
OF THIRTY HUNDREDTHS OF A PERCENT (.30%) PER ANNUM BEGINNING JANUARY 
1, 2026; AUTHORIZING THE QUESTION OF THE INCREASE TO BE PLACED ON THE 
BALLOT AT THE NEXT PRIMARY ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MAY 6, 2025.  
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-129-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO REDUCE 2024 YEAR-END 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-130-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A WATERLINE REPLACEMENT ON FACTORY 
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STREET.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-132-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 3.07, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS; BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS, SECTION 3.07.01, CITY PLANNING COMMISSION.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-133-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING CODE, CHAPTER 
23.07, BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS, SECTION 23.07.01, APPOINTMENT.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-134-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 33, SHADE TREE 
COMMISSION, SECTION 33.01.01 (A)(2), COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-135-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, AND MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES 
(AFSCME) LOCAL 2403 (2) CONCERNING WAGES AND WORKING CONDITIONS. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

7. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-136-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23; AND 
AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-137-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 
  

8. Resolution for Third Reading:  

 • R-10-24 
A RESOLUTION TO PLACE THE ISSUE OF INCREASING THE CITY INCOME 
TAX BY THIRTY-HUNDREDTHS OF A PERCENT (.30%) PER ANNUM 
BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026, ON THE BALLOT AT THE NEXT PRIMARY 
ELECTION ON MAY 6, 2025; AND DIRECTING THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF 
ATHENS COUNTY TO CONDUCT THE ELECTION.  
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

Page 2 of 60



9. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Remove from the Table: 
0-64-24 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 810 
EAST STATE STREET FOR OFF-STREET VEHICLE PARKING AND LIGHT 
POLES LOCATED IN THE CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

 • Motion to Accept the September, October, and November Financial Reports 

 • Motion to Accept the August, September, and October Credit Card Transactions 

10. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

11. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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                   0-128-24

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR AN INCREASE IN THE GENERAL CITY 
INCOME TAX OF THIRTY HUNDREDTHS OF A PERCENT (.30%) PER 
ANNUM BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2026; AUTHORIZING THE QUESTION OF 
THE INCREASE TO BE PLACED ON THE BALLOT AT THE NEXT PRIMARY 
ELECTION TO BE HELD ON MAY 6, 2025. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Upon passage by a majority of the electors of the City of 
Athens, Title 17 of the Athens City Code of Ordinances shall be hereby amended 
to provide for City Income Tax of Two and 25/100 percent (2.25%), annually, 
effective January 1, 2026, for a total of Two and 25/100 percent (2.25%) per 
annum, rather than the current One and 95/100 percent (1.95%) per annum.

SECTION II:   The Thirty Hundredths of a percent (.30%) increase in 
general tax imposed by this Ordinance, will provide for a total of Two and 25/100 
percent (2.25%) tax per annum, rather than the current 1.95% tax per annum, 
and shall be levied, collected and paid with respect to all income as defined in 
Athens City Code Chapter 17.01, subject to the tax earned on and after January 
1, 2026. 

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be placed on the ballot at the primary 
election to be held on May 6, 2025, and shall be subject to the approval of a 
majority of the electors.

SECTION IV:  In the event that less than a majority of the electors vote to 
approve the Thirty Hundredths of a percent (.30%) tax increase to be imposed 
January 1, 2026, as authorized herein, the present One and 95/100 percent 
(1.95%) income tax rate shall remain in full force and effect as if the election had 
not occurred.

SECTION V:   The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to file a certified 
copy of this Ordinance at least 90 days before May 6, 2025, with the 
Athens County Board of Elections pursuant to Section 718.01 of the Ohio 
Revised Code.  

SECTION VI:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the 
earliest moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:
________________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-129-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
  Finance & Personnel Committee

  
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO REDUCE 2024 YEAR-END 
APPROPRIATIONS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Auditor is hereby authorized to reduce the 2024 
appropriations where anticipated receipts are not adequate and, when combined with 
the carry forward balance, not sufficient to approve the full appropriation of funds.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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             0-130-24

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City Services Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A WATERLINE REPLACEMENT ON 
FACTORY STREET.  

WHEREAS, this waterline was designed as an alternate bid for the Ohio 
University HCOM building; and

WHEREAS, this 10” waterline connection on Factory Street will connect 
the 12” line on West Union Street to the 14” line that runs through the Ohio 
University Central Plant complex and serves the southside of the City;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend 
up to Two Hundred Twenty-Two Thousand Dollars ($222,000.00) from the 2025 
budget, Water Fund, Maintenance, 740.635, T.C. 500, for said waterline 
replacement on Factory Street.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-132-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 3, ADMINISTRATIVE 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 3.07, ADMINISTRATIVE DEPARTMENTS; BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS, SECTION 3.07.01, CITY PLANNING COMMISSION. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Code Title 3, Administrative Provisions, Chapter 3.07, 
Administrative Departments; Boards and Commissions, Section 3.07.01, City Planning 
Commission, is hereby amended to read as follows:

3.07.01. - City planning commission.

A planning commission for the city, consisting of the mayor, the service-safety director, 
and three two citizens of the municipal corporation, and one public member is 
established as provided in the Ohio Revised Code, Section 713.01; the members of 
the commission shall be appointed/reappointed by the mayor for a term of six (6) years 
and serve in accordance with, and shall be subject to all the provisions of the Ohio 
Revised Code pertaining to the commission.

The public members appointed under this section need not be residents of the 
municipal corporation but shall be residents of the county in which the municipal 
corporation is located or a township that is adjacent to the county.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 10 of 60



0-133-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING CODE, 
CHAPTER 23.07, BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS, SECTION 23.07.01, 
APPOINTMENT. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Code Title 23, Zoning Code, Chapter 23.07, Board of 
Zoning Appeals, Section 23.07.01, Appointment, is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

23.07.01. - Appointment

The BZA shall consist of five members who are electors of the city 
appointed/reappointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by the council for 
staggered terms of three years. Vacancies shall be filled in the same manner for the 
unexpired term. The members of the BZA shall serve at such compensation as may be 
fixed by ordinance and each member shall serve until a successor is appointed and 
qualified. Members of the BZA may be removed by the mayor for cause upon written 
charges and after public hearing. The mayor shall appoint, for a term of three years, 
two alternate members of the BZA, with staggered terms, subject to confirmation by 
the council, who shall act, with full power, only when a regular member is absent from 
a meeting or is unable to vote because of conflict of interest in the matter.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-134-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 33, SHADE TREE 
COMMISSION, SECTION 33.01.01 (A)(2), COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Athens City Code Title 33, Shade Tree Commission, Section 
33.01.01 (A)(2), Commission Membership, is hereby amended to read as follows:

33.01.01. – Commission membership.

(A)

(2) All members appointed/reappointed by the mayor, with the approval of 
council, shall serve three-year terms. The two alternates appointed by the mayor, with 
the approval of council, shall serve three-year terms. Board members may serve two 
consecutive three-year terms. The commission shall appoint its own chairperson from 
among its voting members. In the event of the death or resignation of any member, a 
successor shall be appointed from the alternates to serve the unexpired term for which 
such member had been appointed.

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-136-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23; 
AND AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars 
($65,000.00) to DUI Fund, 237, T.C. 600, for transfer, and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amount. 

          SECTION II:   The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund 
transfer:

         FROM                TO                AMOUNT
DUI Fund, 237     General Fund, 101 $65,000.00

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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 0-137-24

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 116-24 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW DIRECTOR AND PROSECUTOR. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    In accordance with Section I of Ordinance 116-24, City Council 
does hereby authorize a general hourly pay increase, effective the first pay period in 
2025, with retroactive pay, for the following positions:  

Assistant Law Director, Pay Grade 11, from $39.37 to $42.94; and

Prosecutor (currently filled position), Pay Grade 10, from $36.85 to $39.39.

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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         R-10-24

Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

A RESOLUTION TO PLACE THE ISSUE OF INCREASING THE CITY INCOME TAX 
BY THIRTY-HUNDREDTHS OF A PERCENT (.30%) PER ANNUM BEGINNING 
JANUARY 1, 2026, ON THE BALLOT AT THE NEXT PRIMARY ELECTION ON MAY 6, 
2025; AND DIRECTING THE BOARD OF ELECTIONS OF ATHENS COUNTY TO 
CONDUCT THE ELECTION. 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Athens, Ohio, has determined that, 
pursuant to Section 718 of the Ohio Revised Code, the issue of increasing the City 
Income Tax from the current (1.95%) to (2.25%) annually, effective January 1, 2026, 
shall be placed on the ballot at the next primary election;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Board of Elections of Athens County, Ohio is hereby directed 
to conduct an election at the next primary election on May 6, 2025, on the issue of 
increasing the Athens City Income Tax by an additional Thirty Hundredths of a percent 
(.30%) to Two and Twenty-Five Hundredths percent (2.25%) per annum effective 
January 1, 2026.

SECTION II: The Board of Elections of Athens County, Ohio, is hereby directed 
that the ballot of said election shall be in the following form:

Shall the Ordinance 128-24 providing for an increase in the levy on income from 
One and Ninety-Five Hundredths percent (1.95%), by an additional Thirty Hundredths of 
a percent (.30%), to Two and Twenty-Five Hundredths percent (2.25%) annually, 
effective January 1, 2026, for the purpose of providing funds for safety services (Police 
and Fire Departments), general municipal operations, street improvements, capital 
improvements, and transportation be passed?  

__________FOR THE INCOME TAX

__________AGAINST THE INCOME TAX

SECTION III:  A certified copy of the proposed ordinance is hereby attached to 
this resolution and incorporated herein by reference.  
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SECTION IV:  The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to file this resolution and a 
certified copy of the ordinance attached herewith with the Athens County Board of 
Elections at least ninety (90) days before Election Day described herein.
It is hereby found and determined that such improvements are conducive to public 
peace, health, safety, convenience and welfare of the City and the inhabitants thereof.

SECTION V:  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

  _________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-64-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee 

AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 810 
EAST STATE STREET FOR OFF-STREET VEHICLE PARKING AND LIGHT POLES 
LOCATED IN THE CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Having satisfactorily met the regulations established pursuant to 
Title 49, Management, Administration, and Control of the Use of the City’s Public 
Rights-of-Way, a special right-of-way use permit is hereby granted at 810 East State 
Street, to Good Inc., owner, on behalf of applicant Don Wood Hyundai, LLC, for 
off-street vehicle parking located in the city right-of-way on Grand Park Boulevard and 
light poles located in the City right-of-way on Grand Park Boulevard and East State 
street, as indicated on the application attached hereto and incorporated herein by 
reference.

SECTION II:  Good Inc., owner, shall agree to indemnify, and save the City of 
Athens harmless from all claims, demands, costs, expenses, real estate taxes, if any, 
and compensation which might arise from the encroachment of permittee upon 
property of the City of Athens that is the subject of this ordinance.  

SECTION III: Said permit shall be subject to the following conditions:
1. This special right-of-way permit is personal in nature and will be in effect for 

a maximum of seven (7) years from the date of issuance unless revoked by 
City Council ordinance, or there is a change of ownership or use, whichever 
comes first. 

2. Good Inc., owner, shall be responsible for the maintenance and upkeep of 
said right-of-way.

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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