
MINUTES 

DECEMBER 4, 2023 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE

7:00 PM.

Council Members in Attendance: Sam Crowl

Micah McCarey
Jeff Risner

Solveig Spjeldnes
Ben Ziff

Administrators and/or 

Other Elected Officials: President Knisely 
Mayor Patterson 

Law Director Eliason 

Director Stone

Items Discussed:

0 Athens County Economic Development Council (annual report)
-Mollie Fitzgerald presented the attached report. She noted that Council

Member McCarey emailed her asking about the economic impact of issue 2,

marijuana legalization, and what the City can do to capture that benefit. On a

local level, it may be a while before we see any change, but certainly there will 

be jobs created from this industry and they will keep a close watch on it.

President Knisely asked about the Children Services Project building 
project, the balance in the Revolving Loan Fund, and a revenue comparison for

the last two years. 

Fitzgerald said there are no specifics yet on the Children Services Project,
but it would be construction of two new facilities at the current location, and

would be a good community project to support.
The Revolving Loan Fund is approximately which is

plenty to loan out. The Fund can lend $25,000 perjob retained or created. 

Finally, Fitzgerald noted that last revenue was about $6 million and 

this year $8 million.

Knisely asked about the basic qualifications for the Brownfield Program. 
Fitzgerald responded that the program has been renewed as part of the 

the current State Budget Bill. The County Commissioners have named the Port 

Authority as the lead entity for Brownfield remediation, which includes

assessment and cleanup dollars. Asbestos and lead are the two most common

minerals for cleanup. The Land Bank has been identified as the lead entity for 

demolition projects.
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