
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2024 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of Council held November 4, 2024 
Special Session of Council held November 12, 2024 

3. Communications  

4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

5. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

0-101-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL  
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, SECTION 5.04.08, SEWER 
RATES. 
Introduced by All Council Members  

0-103-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-104-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT(S) FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING OF THE CITY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT #330; 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-24; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-105-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL GENERAL SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION (GSA), A COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 
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0-108-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC SAFETY 
TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

6. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-112-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO 
PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM THE CITY’S TRANSIENT GUEST TAX FOR THE 
OPERATION OF THE OUTDOOR RECREATION COUNCIL OF APPALACHIA (ORCA). 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-113-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-114-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 131-23, THE 2024 STAFFING LEVELS AND 
PAY GRADES IN THE MAYOR’S OFFICE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-115-24 
AN ORDINANCE TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES AND OTHER 
EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO DURING THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2025.   
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-116-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 2025 NON-UNION COMPENSATION; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-117-24 
AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A FRINGE BENEFITS PACKAGE FOR NON-UNION 
PERSONNEL WITHIN THE CITY OF ATHENS AND REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES 
INCONSISTENT THEREWITH; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-118-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO, OR TO EXTEND THE 
AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF ATHENS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF OBTAINING THE SERVICES OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER'S OFFICE 
THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 
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0-119-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL  
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, TO INCLUDE SECTIONS 
23.03.11(D), ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND ACCESSORY ENERGY SYSTEMS, AND 
23.03.12(B), PRINCIPAL RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

7. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-120-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A CONTRACT 
EXTENSION TO PROVIDE FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR THE OPERATION OF THE 
ATHENS COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 

0-121-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING 2025 STAFFING LEVELS; REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee  

0-122-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH THE EMPLOYEE BENEFIT SERVICE CENTER TO SERVE AS THE 
CITY’S THIRD-PARTY HEALTH INSURANCE ADMINISTRATOR (TPA); AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-123-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A GROUP EXCESS LOSS MEDICAL INSURANCE 
CONTRACT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-124-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A ONE-YEAR 
AGREEMENT WITH SUNDAY CREEK HORIZONS, A CONSULTING FIRM.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-125-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF VEHICLES NO LONGER NEEDED FOR A 
MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-126-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
CHAPTER 5.03, WATER REGULATIONS, SECTION 5.03.03, WASTED WATER CHARGED 
FOR; AND TITLE 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES 
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ESTABLISHED. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-127-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT TO LEASE OR OTHERWISE MONETIZE THE CITY’S SOLAR RENEWABLE 
ENERGY CREDITS (SRECs).  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

8. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Remove from the Table: 
0-55-24 
AN ORDINANCE REZONING UNDEVELOPED LOTS ON GRAND PARK 
BOULEVARD AND EDEN PLACE FROM R-2 RESIDENTIAL, ONE FAMILY/TWO 
FAMILY ZONE TO R-3 RESIDENTIAL, MULTI-FAMILY ZONE.  
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

 • Motion to Amend Rules of Council 

9. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

10. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
 

Page 4 of 90



0-101-24

Introduced by All Members of Council
  
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, SECTION 5.04.08, 
SEWER RATES.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Effective January 1, 2025, Athens City Code Title 1, General 
Provisions, Chapter 1.03, Code Fees Established, Section 5.04.08, Sewer Rates, are 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 5.04.08, Sewer Rates 

Residential $6.00  $6.18
Commercial $6.79  $6.99
Industrial $7.49  $7.71

The monthly base rate charge is as follows: 
Base Rate per 1000 gallons Monthly Base 
(metered amounts as noted above)  Rate Charge

 0        -   15    $     31.34  $     32.28
16       -   50                  $     54.18  $     55.81
51       -  100                 $   139.22  $   143.40
101     -  200               $   224.42  $   231.15
201     -  500               $   431.44  $   444.38
501     - 1000              $   887.74  $   914.37
1001   - 2500            $1,567.05  $1,614.06
2501   - 5000 $1,933.92  $1,991.94
5000+ $2,480.60  $2,555.01

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-103-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to Cable Access Fund, 215, T.C. 500, to 
replace The Government’s Channel’s video switcher system;

One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) to CDBG Formula Grant Fund, 248, 
T.C. 300, for payments covering general administration, fair housing, and CHIP 
program expenses; and

Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($45,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750.637, T.C. 300, to cover 
electric costs for AEP and Oak Tree Equity (solar), and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION II:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
decreasing Transportation Assistance Fund, 214, T.C. 500, capital outlay, by Forty-
Four Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($44,465.00), and increasing 
Transportation Assistance Fund, 214, T.C. 300, professional services, by the same 
amount, to allow all future transit payments to be made from an operating fund line, 
and increasing and decreasing the total appropriations by said amount.  

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 6 of 90



      0-104-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO CONTRACT(S) FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION AND 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING OF THE CITY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, 
PROJECT #330; AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-24; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City is preparing for the next phase of this project, the bikeway 
force main;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance, 0-130-23 is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One Million Seven 
Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Fifteen Dollars ($1,787,215.00) to 
Sewer Fund, Plant, 750.637, T.C. 500, for the bikeway force main, and increasing the 
appropriations by said amount.

SECTION II: Section II of Ordinance 10-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section II: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Two Million One Hundred Seven Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars (2,107,350.00) 
Three Million Eight Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars 
($3,894,565.00) from Sewer Fund, Plant, 750, T.C. 500, for said Project #330.  

 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order that bids can be accepted as soon as the City receives OEPA approval to 
do so, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and approval by the 
Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-105-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (GSA), A COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 
PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 9.48 provides the opportunity for 
political subdivisions to participate in a joint purchasing program operated by or 
through a national or state association for the acquisition of equipment, materials, 
supplies or services; and

WHEREAS, through participation in said association the City of Athens is 
exempt from any competitive selection procedures, otherwise required by law, if the 
contract in which it is participating was awarded pursuant to a publicly solicited 
request for a proposal or a competitive selection procedure of another political 
subdivision within the State of Ohio or in another state; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to register with 
the federal General Services Administration (GSA), a cooperative purchasing 
Program for the purpose of participating in a joint purchasing program in which the 
City of Athens is eligible for membership, for the acquisition of equipment, materials, 
supplies or services. 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 8 of 90



      0-108-24

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC 
SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.  

WHEREAS, there will be future water and street appropriations requested for 
this project in order to connect the water line and road from the end of Kenny Drive to 
Elliotsville Road in order to increase access and redundancy in the water system; and

WHEREAS, the City has received 2024 State Capital Bill funding in the amount 
of $2.5 million; and

WHEREAS, the City will be utilizing the federal General Services Administration 
(GSA) cooperative purchasing program, and competitive bidding is not required; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance, 130-23, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) to Safety Services Fund, 
206, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; for said 
Public Safety Training Facility, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts.

SECTION II:  The Service Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Two Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,900,000.00) as follows:

Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) from Safety Services 
Fund, 206, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) from Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500
for Project #373.  
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SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-113-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums needed for the 2024 
Medical Fund and personnel costs:

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to General Fund, Auditor, 101.102, T.C. 100; 

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to General Fund, Law Director, 101.104, 
T.C. 100;

Eleven Thousand Dollars ($11,000.00) to General Fund, Council, 101.105, T.C. 100; 

Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) to General Fund, Lands & Buildings, 101.112; 

Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) to General Fund, Police, 101.207, T.C. 100;

One Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($150,000.00) to General Fund, Fire, 101.208, 
T.C. 100;

Eleven Thousand Dollars ($11,000.00) to General Fund, Parking Enforcement, 
101.718, T.C. 100;

Six Thousand Dollars ($6,000.00) to Cemetery Fund, 210.115, T.C. 100;

Fifty-One Thousand Dollars ($51,000.00) to Street Fund, 220.717, T.C. 100;

One Hundred Ten Thousand Dollars ($110,000.00) to Community Center Operations 
Fund, 271.940, T.C. 100;

Seventy-Five Thousand Dollars ($75,000.00) to Water Fund, Plant, 740.637, T.C. 100;

One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) to Sewer Fund, Maintenance, 
750.635, T.C. 100;

Thirty Thousand Dollars ($30,000.00) to Sewer Fund, Plant, 750.637, T.C. 100;

Eight Thousand Dollars ($8,000.00) to Storm Water Environmental Coordinator Fund, 
755.637, T.C. 100; and
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Five Thousand Dollars ($5,000.00) to Sanitation Fund, 760, T.C. 100, and increasing 
the total appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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                      0-118-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO, OR TO EXTEND 
THE AGREEMENT WITH THE BOARD OF ATHENS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS, 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF OBTAINING THE SERVICES OF THE PUBLIC 
DEFENDER'S OFFICE THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2025.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    The Mayor is hereby authorized to enter into, or to extend the 
agreement with the Board of Athens County Commissioners, for the purpose of 
obtaining the services of the Public Defender's Office, through December 31, 2025.

SECTION II: The Mayor is hereby authorized to expend up to One Hundred 
Twenty Thousand Dollars ($120,000.00) from the 2025 General Fund, 101-106, 
T.C. 300, for said contract.

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-119-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Chair 
 Planning & Development Committee 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, TO INCLUDE 
SECTIONS 23.03.11(D), ACCESSORY STRUCTURES AND ACCESSORY ENERGY 
SYSTEMS, AND 23.03.12(B), PRINCIPAL RENEWABLE ENERGY SYSTEMS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Effective January 1, 2025, Athens City Code Title 1, General 
Provisions, Chapter 1.03, Code Fees Established, Section 7.05.22, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

23.03.11. Accessory structures and accessory energy systems.

(D) Permit – $100, plus $1.50 per thousand dollars of improvement or portion
  thereof

23.03.12. – Principal renewable energy systems.

       (B) Permit Fees   $150 for roof mounted residential solar

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-125-24

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
            Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF VEHICLES NO LONGER NEEDED 
FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following no longer 
needed for a municipal purpose:

       VEHICLES            SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#       
        2016 Ford E-450   1FDFE4FS5GDC25850 850323
        (313,491 miles)

        2018 Ford E-450    1FTYR2XM9JKA52732 850356
        (218,326 miles)

SECTION II: The above-listed vehicles have reached their useful life
and will be sold for scrap and are hereby authorized for disposal. 

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

 ____________________________
President of Council

   ATTEST: APPROVED:

   ____________________________ _____________________________
   Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-126-24

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC 
UTILITIES, CHAPTER 5.03, WATER REGULATIONS, SECTION 5.03.03, 
WASTED WATER CHARGED FOR; AND TITLE 1, GENERAL PROVISIONS, 
CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Code Title 5, Public Utilities, Chapter 5.03, 
Water Regulations, Section 5.03.03, Wasted Water Charged For, is hereby 
amended to read as follows:

5.03.03. - Wasted water charged for.

Unless registered in the Residential Water Loss Protection Program, Aall water 
that passes through a meter shall be charged for whether used, wasted, or lost, 
and the mayor or service-safety director may grant relief to the requirement when 
a water line breaks between the meter and the serviced building, With a verifiable 
break, the water and sewer charges shall be assessed for that month based 
upon the average monthly usage of the previous six months.

Residential addresses with a 5/8” or 1” line, may sign up for the Residential 
Water Loss Protection Program. The cost of the protection program is 
established by separate ordinance.  A maximum credit of $750 may be applied to 
registered accounts for one (1) verified break or leak once per calendar year. 
Additional terms and conditions for the program shall be set by the Service-
Safety Director and administered through the Utilities Billing Office.  

SECTION II:  Athens City Code Title 1, General Provisions, Chapter 1.03, 
Code Fees Established, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section 5.03.03, Residential Water Loss Protection Program.

$36.00 annual opt-in fee added to a water customer’s account, renewable 
annually.  

SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:
_______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-127-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO A CONTRACT TO LEASE OR OTHERWISE MONETIZE THE CITY’S SOLAR 
RENEWABLE ENERGY CREDITS (SRECs). 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens maintains several behind-the-meter solar arrays, 
both City-owned and through power purchase agreements through third parties; and

WHEREAS, Solar Renewable Energy Credits (SRECs) can be allocated to the 
energy produced by these arrays and monetized on energy markets; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to enter into a 
contract to lease or otherwise monetize the City’s Solar Renewable Energy Credits 
(SRECs).  

SECTION II: The Auditor is hereby requested to receipt proceeds from the sale 
of SRECs into Capital Improvements Fund, 580.

SECTION III:  The Administration shall report the status and performance of 
said leases to the City Council at least once per 2-year Council term.  

 SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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1

RULES OF COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO

RULE 1 - Regular Sessions 

The regular sessions shall be held in its chamber on the first and third Monday evening 
of each month, except for the month of July, at the hour of 7:00 p.m., unless otherwise 
ordered by the Council. No member of the Council shall be required to remain in the 
Council Chamber longer than one-half hour after the regular time for calling the meeting 
unless there is a quorum present, and Council is called to order and proceeds to 
business.  Should the regular session of Council occur upon a Federal legal holiday 
then Council may meet in regular session on the day following at the time and place 
fixed for the regular session.  All sessions of City Council are posted on the City’s 
Website.  The media and public can subscribe to receive these notices. 

RULE 2 - Special Sessions 

Special sessions of the Council may be called by the Mayor, or by the Clerk of Council 
upon written recommendation by three (3) Members of the Council, or by a majority vote 
by the Members of Council at a regular or special session of the Council.

The Clerk of Council shall notify each Member of Council, the Mayor, and the Law 
Director by phone or e-mail of each special session not less than twelve hours 
preceding the time for such special session. Such notice shall set forth the time, date, 
and place of the meeting and a concise statement of the matters to be considered. 

RULE 3 - Public Hearings

Public hearings required as a prerequisite pursuant to legislation shall be scheduled at 
7:00 p.m., preferably on the first or third Monday of the month, with the regular session 
of Council to immediately follow.   If necessary, the President of Council may also 
approve a public hearing to be held on the second or fourth Monday of the month, prior 
to a committee meeting.

RULE 4 - Public Meetings

All meetings shall be open to the public, except executive sessions that may be called in 
accordance with state law.  All minutes and records of the Council shall be open to the 
public at all reasonable times.

RULE 5 - President of Council 

The President of Council shall make appointment(s) to and oversee the position(s) of 
the Government Channel.

At the first meeting of a new term of each newly elected Council, the President shall 
appoint the standing committees, and designate the chair for each.  Committees shall 
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2

be appointed at the discretion of the President.  In the event the chair vacates their 
chair, the President shall fill that vacancy with one of the remaining committee members 
and appoint a new member to that committee. 

The President of Council and in their absence, the President Pro Tempore or the Acting 
President Pro Tempore, shall preside over all regular and special sessions of the 
Council. The President Pro Tempore and the Acting President Pro Tempore will retain 
their right to vote on all matters as a member of the Council while acting as the 
Presiding Officer of a Council meeting, but may not vote to create a tie vote and then 
vote to decide the tie.  In the absence of these Three (3) officials, the Clerk of Council 
shall then call the Council to order, and the Council may then select one of their 
members to act as the President of Council.  

The President shall call all regular and special sessions of Council to order at the hour 
appointed and shall proceed with the order of business.  The President shall make 
referral of matters as provided in the Rules.  The President shall preserve order and 
decorum, prevent the impugning of character or of members' motives, confine members 
in debate to the question under discussion, and shall decide all points of order subject 
to an appeal of the Council.  

The President of Council, or in their absence, the President Pro-Tempore or Acting 
President Pro-Tempore shall act as chair when Council meets as a Committee of the 
Whole.

Council representatives:  at the beginning of each term of Council, and as necessary 
thereafter, the President of Council shall appoint members to serve as representatives 
or liaisons to designated groups or organizations.  The Clerk of Council shall maintain a 
list of these groups and organizations, and the Clerk of Council shall attach a copy of 
such list to these rules of council.  

RULE 6 - Clerk of Council

At the first meeting of a new term, the Council shall appoint a Clerk, and such other 
officers and employees as may be deemed necessary and fix their compensation.  The 
Clerk shall keep the records of the Council.  The Clerk shall keep a proper file of all 
documents which are part of the transactions of the Council, and all orders of the 
Council, and shall make such records available to the Public. The Clerk shall prepare 
the agenda for all sessions of Council from items submitted by the President and 
Members of Council.

The President of Council shall appoint an Acting Clerk for the duration of any regular or 
special council session in which the Clerk of Council is absent.  

RULE 7 - Opening Procedures

The President shall convene the meeting at the regularly appointed time. 
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RULE 8 - Agenda – Order of Business

The business of all regular sessions of the Council shall be transacted in the following 
order:

  1.   Establish Quorum
  2. Disposition of the Minutes
  3. Communications 
  4. Reports from Other Elected Officials
  5. Ordinances - Third Reading
  6. Ordinances - Second Reading
  7. Ordinances - First Reading
  8. Resolutions (1 or 3 readings)
  9. Announcements & Other Business
 10. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services 

not Covered on the Agenda
 11. Executive Session (when requested)
 12. Adjournment

The President, for good cause, may at any time during the meeting, request a motion to 
amend the agenda to permit matters or items to be introduced out of the regular order.

RULE 9 - Quorum

A majority of all the members elected to the Council shall be a quorum to do business.  

RULE 10 - Voting – Legal Requirements

Every member who is present at a Council meeting, shall vote on all questions upon the 
call for the Yeas and Nays, unless a conflict of interest exists.  Further, no member shall 
vote on any question in which the member is financially interested or be required to vote 
when the same is excused due to a conflict of interest.  Any member present, unless so 
excused, or excepted as above, who refuses to vote upon any question relating to the 
City government, upon which the member may vote when the Yeas and Nays are being 
taken, shall be guilty of contempt of the Council, and may for such contempt, be 
censured by a majority vote of the Council.  

RULE 11 - Yeas and Nays

On the passage of every ordinance and resolution, and on the appointment of every 
officer, the vote shall be taken by "Yeas" and "Nays" and entered in full upon the record, 
and written or typed in the official minutes.  On any other question, the "Yeas" and 
"Nays" shall be entered upon the record, on the request of any member, seconded by 
one other member, or upon request by the President of Council.
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RULE 12 - Mayor’s Veto

(A) If the Mayor vetoes any ordinance or resolution adopted by Council, the Mayor shall 
return it to the Council with their objections within ten (10) days thereafter, or if the 
Council is not then in session, at the next regular session thereof, which objections shall 
be entered in the minutes.  If the Mayor does not return such ordinance or resolution 
within the time specified, it shall take effect in the same manner as if the Mayor had 
signed it.

(B) The Mayor may only veto the whole of any ordinance or resolution, except an ordinance 
or resolution appropriating money, in which the Mayor may veto any item.

(C)When the Mayor vetoes an ordinance or resolution, or any part thereof, and returns it 
with their objections, Council shall, after the expiration of not less than one week, 
proceed to reconsider it, and if, upon reconsideration, the ordinance or resolution, or 
part or item thereof upon such reconsideration is approved by a two-thirds (5) vote of 
the Members of Council, it shall then take effect as if signed by the mayor.  

RULE 13 - Speaking, Members, Officials & Directors

No member shall be allowed to speak for longer than ten minutes at any one time 
without permission of the President of Council, however, Council Members may request 
the President allow them to ask a series of questions.  No member shall speak more 
than once on the same motion until every member desiring to speak on that motion 
shall have had an opportunity to do so.  Nor shall any elected official or any director 
speak longer than ten (10) minutes upon the same Motion, Ordinance, or Question, 
without the consent of the President of Council.

RULE 14 - Public Speaks

When any person is about to address the Council, they shall request permission from 
the President of Council.  No debate, disrespect or obscenities shall be tolerated. The 
President of Council shall rule any such individual out of order.  Citizens shall be 
permitted to speak only one time at each regular session of Council.  Each speaker 
shall identify themselves by name and home address, and acknowledge any 
paid/voluntary affiliation.  Each speaker will be limited to a maximum of three (3) 
minutes, with a limitation of fifteen (15) minutes imposed on the total amount of time 
allowed on the topic, which shall include all of the participation by council members, 
elected officials and administration representatives, for public participation per topic 
unless permission to extend the time has been granted by the President of Council.  
Council Members, other officials and administrative representatives shall not debate 
public speakers, and shall only answer questions as directed by the President of 
Council.   

RULE 15 - Right of Appeal

Any member may appeal to the Council from the ruling of the President of Council and if 
the appeal is seconded, the member making the appeal may briefly state the reason for 
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the same, and the President of Council may briefly explain the ruling, but there shall be 
no debate on the appeal, and no other members shall participate in the discussion.  The 
President of Council shall then put the Question "Shall the decision of the President be 
sustained?" If the majority of the members vote "Aye," then the ruling of the President is 
sustained.

RULE 16 – Motions IN GENERAL & ORDER OF PRECEDENCE

1.     Fix the Hour of Adjournment
2. Adjourn 
3. Recess
4. Call for the Orders of the Day
5. Lay on the Table
6. Previous Question
7. To Postpone to Date Certain 
8. To Postpone Indefinitely
9. To Refer to a Committee
10. To Amend 

When a motion is before the Council, or under debate, and before the President orders 
a vote be taken, no motion shall be received except amendments to the main motion 
and the following listed motions.

1. Motions with no debate permitted:
A. Call for the Orders of the Day (to demand to take up the proper business in 

order (requires 2/3 vote to set the orders of the day aside).
B. To Recess for a specified length of time (majority vote required).
C. To Adjourn (majority vote required).
D. Fix the Time to which to Adjourn.
E. Remove from the Table:   A motion to remove from the table shall be in order 

only when placed on the agenda under “announcements and other business” 
and will return at the same reading as when it was tabled.  (majority vote 
required) Tabled legislation must be removed from the table by the end of the 
year or it dies.

F. Previous Question (to close debate) shall be voted upon immediately 
(majority vote required).

G. Any question can be divided (division of question) if it is so distinct that if one 
part is taken away the other part will stand as an entire question for decision.  
Any member may make a motion, or the president may direct division of any 
question, when it is believed such division will provide clarity.

2. Motions with debate permitted:
A. Postpone Indefinitely.
B. Amend
C. Refer to Committee
D. Postpone to Date Certain
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E. Lay on the Table:  a motion to set aside temporarily without setting a time for 
resuming its consideration (majority vote required).

RULE 17 - ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

(A) All ordinances and resolutions shall be introduced by Members of Council with their 
names endorsed thereon. The Clerk of Council shall forward copies of any new 
ordinance or resolution to be voted upon at any meeting of City Council to each 
Member of City Council.  To facilitate this process, for regular sessions of Council, 
all proposed general legislation shall be submitted to the Office of the Clerk of 
Council, by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday preceding the regular session of City Council. 

(B) Request for Council action by non-council members must be accompanied by a 
written explanation at the time the request is submitted to Council for consideration.  
All requests for Council action by non-council members shall be assigned to a 
Council Committee prior to Council action.

(C)  All proposed ordinances and resolutions must be reviewed by the Director of Law 
and or Chief Prosecutor prior to being placed upon the Council agenda.  All 
proposed ordinances and resolutions involving a capital asset, an expenditure, 
appropriation, transfer or obligation of funds must be reviewed by the Auditor, or 
Deputy Auditor, prior to being placed upon the Council agenda.

(D)Action by Council that is not required by law to be by ordinance or formal resolution 
may be taken by motion (approved by at least a majority of its members).

(E) The Clerk of Council shall insure that copies of any new ordinance or resolution to 
be voted upon at any meeting of City Council shall be delivered to each member of 
City Council at least three (3) days before such meeting.  To facilitate this process, 
for regular sessions, only legislation in the hands of the Clerk of Council by the end 
of the business day on the Wednesday immediately preceding the regular (Monday) 
Council session, will be listed on the agenda for the regular session on the following 
Monday, unless in the case of extenuating circumstances or an emergency.

RULE 18 - Forms of Ordinance

The enacting clause of all ordinances shall be "Be it Ordained by the Council of the City 
of Athens, Ohio." All ordinances, before introduction, shall be in typewritten form.  No 
ordinances or resolutions, or sections thereof, shall be revised or amended, unless the 
new language contains the entire ordinance or resolution being revised and amended.  

RULE 19 - Appropriation Ordinances

No money shall be appropriated except by ordinance.  All ordinances for fixing a tax 
rate, the appropriation of money, the issuance of bonds, the transfer of money to any 
fund, or the payment of a claim and all resolutions or ordinances whereby the City shall 
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become liable for the payment of any money, shall be reviewed by the Finance and 
Personnel Committee for consideration and report.  Resolutions or ordinances 
authorizing the expenditure of appropriated money does not require review by the 
Finance and Personnel Committee.  The Annual Appropriation Ordinance shall be 
introduced, whenever possible, on the third Monday in November, but not later than the 
first meeting in December.

RULE 20 - Three Readings of Ordinances

No ordinance or resolution, unless it is an informal one-reading resolution, shall be 
passed until it has been read on three (3) separate days, unless the reading on three (3) 
separate days has been dispensed with by a three-fourths (3/4) or (6) votes of all 
members of Council (ORC 731.17).  All ordinances and resolutions may be read by title 
only, providing all members of Council have copies of all legislation presented.  
Emergency ordinances must upon a yea or nay vote, receive a two-thirds (2/3) vote or 
(5) votes of all members of Council, and the reason for such necessity shall be set forth 
in one section of the ordinance (ORC 731.30).  In the event that said emergency 
legislation attains less than a two-thirds vote of the members, said legislation shall take 
effect at the earliest period allowed by law.    

An informal one-reading resolution does not require the statutory formalities of three 
readings and publishing upon adoption as is required by the Ohio Revised Code for 
ordinances.  Informal one-reading resolutions include, but are not limited to, resolutions 
of recognition, recommendations to other governmental bodies and agencies, and other 
matters pertaining to city government which require, or on which it may be desirable to 
obtain Council’s approval. 

RULE 21 – Amendment to Ordinance

It shall be in order to amend an ordinance at any time, but if amended after its second 
or third reading, it shall be considered read for the first time and be read again as a 
second reading at the next session of Council for further amendment and/or final action. 

RULE 22 - Ordinance May be Referred Back to Committee

Any Member of Council may move to refer any ordinance back to the committee or to 
another committee of Council if said motion receives a majority vote of the Council 
Members present.

RULE 23 - Passage or Adoption

All ordinances and resolutions and all rules for government of the Council shall require 
for their passage, or adoption, the concurrence of a majority of all members elected, 
unless a greater number be required by law, and the vote on their passage or adoption 
shall be taken by "Yeas” and "Nays" and recorded in the minutes.
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RULE 24 – Ordinance for Reconsideration

After the decision on any question has been voted upon, any member who voted on the 
prevailing side may move a reconsideration of any action at the same, or the next 
succeeding meeting.  A motion to reconsider shall require the same number of votes as 
is required to adopt an ordinance, or resolution.  After a motion for reconsideration has 
been acted upon, no other motion for a reconsideration thereof, shall be made without 
unanimous consent.

RULE 25 - Other Business

Any member of Council, or any elected official or appointing authority, may discuss any 
matter pertaining to city government under “other business” at any regular session.  
Each speaker shall be limited to three minutes.

RULE 26 - To Adjourn

If there is no further business, a motion and second to adjourn is in order.  The meeting 
stands adjourned upon receiving a majority vote of those Council Members present.

RULE 27 - Attendance Required

The Mayor, Law Director, Auditor, Treasurer and the Service/Safety Director shall be 
required to attend the regular sessions of the Council, as needed, and shall be provided 
with seats on the floor of the Council.  They shall be required to answer such questions 
relating to the affairs of the City under their respective supervision and control.

The Mayor and other elected officials shall be entitled to take part in the discussion on 
all questions before the Council.  The Directors shall be entitled to take part in the 
discussion on all questions relating only to their respective departments.

RULE 28 - Audience Participation

At any regular session, any person other than a member, elected officials, or directors 
appearing before Council shall be limited to three (3) minutes for the presentation of 
their topic or concern.  In the event that more than one person wishes to speak on the 
same subject, a limitation of fifteen (15) minutes will be imposed on the total amount of 
time allowed for that group’s presentation.  The President, unless overruled by a 
majority vote of the Members of Council present, may extend the foregoing time limits 
relative to audience participation.  
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RULE 29 - Committee Meetings

All meetings shall meet the requirements of the Sunshine Law and be open to the 
public.  Each standing committee shall meet, on an as needed basis, on the second and 
fourth Mondays of the month.  No committee meeting shall immediately precede a 
regular session of Council without prior approval of the President of Council.  Each 
committee is required to keep minutes of each meeting.  Notice of special committee 
meetings, time and place, must be given to the Clerk at least 24-hours in advance.

(A) Any subject matter brought before the City Council shall first be referred to the 
proper committee chair or official, and that committee chair or official shall forward 
copies of all materials to be considered at the next committee meeting to each 
member of the committee by 4:00 p.m. on Friday before the committee meeting. 
make a report thereon to Council.  If the matter requires considerable time and 
study for completion, such committee chair or official shall advise Council of the 
progress of such study at least every other regular session of Council until the 
subject matter is completed by official action or Council action.  After the first 
meeting of a new term of Council, the President of Council, through the Clerk of 
Council, shall review and assign all unresolved assignments to the appropriate 
committee.  

(B) When any person is about to address a committee, they shall request permission
from the committee chair.  No debate, disrespect or obscenities shall be tolerated.  
The committee chair shall rule any such individual out of order.  Individual 
members of the public shall be permitted to speak only one time per committee 
topic.  Each speaker will be limited to a maximum of three (3) minutes with a 
limitation of fifteen (5) minutes for public participation per topic unless permission 
to extend the time has been granted by the committee chair.

(C)As a matter of protocol and courtesy, complaints from Members of Council
concerning any department of city government should first be made to the Mayor 
or other elected official involved, before the same are brought before or 
entertained by Council.  

RULE 30 – Council Referrals and Reports from Officials 

If any matter referred from Council to any committee or public official is not reported 
upon within two weeks of the time of such reference, such matter shall be brought by 
the Clerk of Council to the attention of Council; and if no report is made by such 
committee or public officials within four weeks after such reference the Council shall 
take such further action as it may deem best.  Response times may be extended at the 
discretion of the President of Council.
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RULE 31 - Administrative Recommendations and Reports

All ordinances, resolutions, and communications pertaining to matters that come under 
the supervision and control of the Mayor and Directors shall, in addition to being 
referred to the proper committee, be also referred to such respective administrative 
officers for recommendations and report.  Every such officer to whom any such matter is 
referred, shall report the same to council as the case may be, with recommendations 
within four (4) weeks after such reference.  All reports from the city officers suggesting 
or recommending action by the Council shall, unless otherwise ordered by Council, be 
referred to the appropriate committee for consideration and report, which shall be made 
as herein provided.  Response time may be extended at the discretion of the President 
of Council.

RULE 32 – Work Sessions

A Committee Chair or the President of Council, on behalf of the Council Members, may 
schedule a work session with any elected official or appointing authority to discuss any 
matter pertaining to city government.  If those attending the work session constitute a 
quorum of Council or any Council committee, then notice of a work session, time and 
place, must be given to the Clerk at least 24-hours in advance, and the Clerk shall 
provide notice to the news media, and any other persons subject to the requirements of 
the sunshine law, and be open to the public.  Minutes are required for each work 
session.   

RULE 33 - Violation

If any person, in speaking or otherwise, shall violate any of these rules, the President 
shall, or any member may, call the person to order.  If such person shall be called to 
order while speaking, the person shall immediately sit down, unless permitted to 
explain.  The question of order shall be decided without debate.

RULE 34 - Other Rules

In the absence of any Council rule on a matter of business, Council shall be governed 
by the ordinary rules governing legislative bodies as set forth in Roberts Rules of Order, 
newly revised edition.

RULE 35 - Amendments to Rules

These rules may be amended, or altered, or new rules adopted by motion at the first 
meeting of a new term by a majority of all the members elected, or at any meeting of the 
Council, on the report of a committee to which the subject has been referred at a 
previous meeting.  All amendments, alterations, or new rules adopted by Council shall 
include the date of the adoption of the same.
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RULE 36 - Suspension of Council Rules

These rules, where not precluded by statute, may be temporarily suspended at any 
meeting of Council by a concurrent vote of 3/4 majority or (6) of the members elected.
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