
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2024 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held on October 7, 2024 

3. Communications  

4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

5. Ordinance for Third Reading:  

0-94-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner  

6. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-95-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-96-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
BUYOUT AGREEMENT FOR THE CARPORT-MOUNTED SOLAR ARRAY AT THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-97-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
CHAPTER 5.07, STORM WATER REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 5.07.14, APPEAL OF 
NOTICE OF VIOLATION, AND 5.07.15, ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER APPEAL. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 
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0-98-24 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ATHENS-HOCKING SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN.   
Introduced by All Members of Council 

7. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-101-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL  
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, SECTION 5.04.08, SEWER 
RATES. 
Introduced by All Council Members  

0-102-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 131-23 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR CURRENT WATER, SEWER, STREET, AND RECREATION 
SUPERVISORS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee  

0-103-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-104-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT(S) FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING OF THE CITY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT #330; 
AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-24; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-105-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL GENERAL SERVICES 
ADMINISTRATION (GSA), A COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-106-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SALT TRUCK FOR THE STREET 
DEPARTMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-107-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT BIDS 
AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING FOR CITYWIDE CURB RAMPS, PROJECT #366.  
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 
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0-108-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC SAFETY 
TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-109-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 77-24 APPROVING THE PETITION, PLAN, 
AND ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF THE ATHENS REGIONAL ENERGY SPECIAL 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC. AND DECLARING THE NECESSITY OF ACQUIRING, 
CONSTRUCTING, AND IMPROVING CERTAIN PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF 
ATHENS, OHIO IN COOPERATION WITH THE ATHENS REGIONAL ENERGY SPECIAL 
IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, INC; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-110-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 78-24, DETERMINING TO PROCEED WITH 
THE ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND IMPROVEMENT OF CERTAIN PUBLIC 
IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
ATHENS REGIONAL ENERGY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT; AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

0-111-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 79-24, LEVYING SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF ACQUIRING, CONSTRUCTING, AND IMPROVING CERTAIN 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS IN THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO IN COOPERATION WITH THE 
ATHENS ENERGY SPECIAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT, APPROVING AN ENERGY 
PROJECT COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT AND A SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AGREEMENT; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 
 

8. One-Reading Resolution:  

 • R-08-24 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED CITIZENS NOT POLITICIANS 
(ISSUE I) AMENDMENT TO THE OHIO CONSTITUTION CREATING A CITIZEN-
LED, TRANSPARENT COMMISSION TO DRAW LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS. 
Introduced by All Council Members  

9. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Confirm Mayor's Reappointment(s) to the Board of Zoning Appeals 

10. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  
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11. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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  0-94-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Twenty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Four Dollars ($24,294.00) to Street Fund, 
220, T.C. 500, grant award for H2 Ohio Rivers Initiative Chloride Reduction; and

Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) to Community Center Fund, 271, T.C. 500, for 
elevator pit repairs, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-95-24

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
            Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following equipment no 
longer needed for a municipal purpose:

       EQUIPMENT            SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#       
(Fire) Foam Box Trailer   48B500G21W1033840 800233

SECTION II: The above-listed equipment is hereby authorized for donation to 
the Albany Volunteer Fire Department.  

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

 ____________________________
President of Council

   ATTEST: APPROVED:

   ____________________________ _____________________________
   Clerk of Council Mayor
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   0-97-24

Introduced by Council Member McCarey
  City & Safety Services Committee
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
CHAPTER 5.07, STORM WATER REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 5.07.14, APPEAL OF 
NOTICE OF VIOLATION, AND 5.07.15, ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER 
APPEAL.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Athens City Code, Title 5, Public Utilities, Chapter, 5.07., Storm 
Water Regulations, Sections 5.07.14, Appeal of Notice of Violation, and 5.07.15, 
Enforcement Measures After Appeal, are hereby amended to read as follows:  

5.07.14. - Appeal of notice of violation.

Any person receiving a notice of violation may appeal the determination of the 
service-safety director. The notice of appeal must be received within thirty (30) 
days from the date of the notice of violation. Hearing on the appeal before the 
appropriate authority or their designee shall take place within 15 days from the 
date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The decision of the municipal authority or 
their designee shall be final.

5.07.15. - Enforcement measures after appeal.

If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in 
the notice of violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within thirty (30) days of the 
decision of the municipal authority upholding the decision of the authorized 
enforcement agency, the representatives of the authorized enforcement agency 
shall enter upon the subject private property and are authorized to take any and 
all measures necessary to abate the violation and/or restore the property. It 
shall be unlawful for any owner, agent or person in possession of any premises 
to refuse to allow the government agency or designated contractor to enter upon 
the premises for the purposes set forth above.

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-98-24

Introduced by All Members of Council
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ATHENS-HOCKING SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN.  

WHEREAS, the City of Athens in Athens County is located within the Athens-
Hocking Solid Waste District; and

WHEREAS, the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District Policy Committee 
prepared and adopted a final draft of the Solid Waste Management Plan in 
accordance with ORC Sections 3734.53, 3734.54, and 3734.55; and

WHEREAS, the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District has provided a copy of 
the Adopted Solid Waste Management Plan for ratification to each of the legislative 
authorities of the District; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens must decide whether it approves of said Solid 
Waste Management Plan within ninety (90) days of receipt of the Final Plan; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Council does hereby approve the Athens-Hocking 
Solid Waste Management Plan adopted by the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District 
Board of Directors on September 4, 2024.

SECTION II: The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to forward a certified 
copy of this Ordinance to the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District.

SECTION III:  This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of 
Council concerning and relating to the passage of this Ordinance were taken in an 
open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

______________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-101-24

Introduced by All Members of Council
  
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED, SECTION 5.04.08, 
SEWER RATES.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Effective January 1, 2025, Athens City Code Title 1, General 
Provisions, Chapter 1.03, Code Fees Established, Section 5.04.08, Sewer Rates, are 
hereby amended to read as follows: 

Section 5.04.08, Sewer Rates 

Residential $6.00  $6.18
Commercial $6.79  $6.99
Industrial $7.49  $7.71

The monthly base rate charge is as follows: 
Base Rate per 1000 gallons Monthly Base 
(metered amounts as noted above)  Rate Charge

 0        -   15    $     31.34  $     32.28
16       -   50                  $     54.18  $     55.81
51       -  100                 $   139.22  $   143.40
101     -  200               $   224.42  $   231.15
201     -  500               $   431.44  $   444.38
501     - 1000              $   887.74  $   914.37
1001   - 2500            $1,567.05  $1,614.06
2501   - 5000 $1,933.92  $1,991.94
5000+ $2,480.60  $2,555.01

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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 0-102-24

Introduced by Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 131-23 TO INCREASE NON-UNION 
COMPENSATION FOR CURRENT WATER, SEWER, STREET, AND RECREATION 
SUPERVISORS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    In accordance with Section II of Ordinance 131-23, City Council 
does hereby authorize a general hourly pay increase, effective the first pay period 
upon adoption of this Ordinance, for the following positions in Pay Band 7:  

Water Labor Supervisor from $29.57 to $31.50, a 6.5% increase, and $32.50, upon 
completion of Class II EPA Distribution License;

Sewer Labor Supervisor from $30.50 to $31.50, a 3.3% increase, upon completion of 
Class II EPA Collection License;

Street Labor Supervisor from $29.57 to $31.50, a 6.5% increase; and

Recreation Labor Supervisor from $29.34 to $31.26, a 6.5% increase.

SECTION II:   The above scheduled hourly increases shall serve as the 2025 
cost of living adjustment for these positions.

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of Athens 
in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and that it shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-103-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($25,000.00) to Cable Access Fund, 215, T.C. 500, to 
replace The Government’s Channel’s video switcher system;

One Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1,500.00) to CDBG Formula Grant Fund, 248, 
T.C. 300, for payments covering general administration, fair housing, and CHIP 
program expenses; and

Forty-Five Thousand Dollars ($45,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750.637, T.C. 300, to cover 
electric costs for AEP and Oak Tree Equity (solar), and increasing the total 
appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION II:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
decreasing Transportation Assistance Fund, 214, T.C. 500, capital outlay, by Forty-
Four Thousand Four Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars ($44,465.00), and increasing 
Transportation Assistance Fund, 214, T.C. 300, professional services, by the same 
amount, to allow all future transit payments to be made from an operating fund line, 
and increasing and decreasing the total appropriations by said amount.  

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-104-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO CONTRACT(S) FOR THE NEXT PHASE OF CONSTRUCTION AND 
CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING OF THE CITY SEWER SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS, 
PROJECT #330; AMENDING ORDINANCE 10-24; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, the City is preparing for the next phase of this project, the bikeway 
force main;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance, 0-130-23 is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One Million Seven 
Hundred Eighty-Seven Thousand Two Hundred Fifteen Dollars ($1,787,215.00) to 
Sewer Fund, Plant, 750.637, T.C. 500, for the bikeway force main, and increasing the 
appropriations by said amount.

SECTION II: Section II of Ordinance 10-24 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section II: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Two Million One Hundred Seven Thousand Three Hundred Fifty Dollars (2,107,350.00) 
Three Million Eight Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand Five Hundred Sixty-Five Dollars 
from Sewer Fund, Plant, 750, T.C. 500, for said Project #330.  

 SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order that bids can be accepted as soon as the City receives OEPA approval to 
do so, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and approval by the 
Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-105-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN FEDERAL GENERAL 
SERVICES ADMINISTRATION (GSA), A COOPERATIVE PURCHASING 
PROGRAM. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 9.48 provides the opportunity for 
political subdivisions to participate in a joint purchasing program operated by or 
through a national or state association for the acquisition of equipment, materials, 
supplies or services; and

WHEREAS, through participation in said association the City of Athens is 
exempt from any competitive selection procedures, otherwise required by law, if the 
contract in which it is participating was awarded pursuant to a publicly solicited 
request for a proposal or a competitive selection procedure of another political 
subdivision within the State of Ohio or in another state; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to register with 
the federal General Services Administration (GSA), a cooperative purchasing 
Program for the purpose of participating in a joint purchasing program in which the 
City of Athens is eligible for membership, for the acquisition of equipment, materials, 
supplies or services. 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-106-24

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Member
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A SALT TRUCK FOR THE 
STREET DEPARTMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 735.053 allows that a city may 
purchase used equipment without advertising and bidding under certain conditions; 
and

WHEREAS, the Engineering and Public Works Department has located a salt 
truck that meets the City’s needs;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance, 130-23, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One Hundred Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($110,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for a used salt truck.

SECTION II:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
One Hundred Ten Thousand Dollars ($110,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, 
for said purchase from the City of Belpre.  

SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to continue to provide efficient delivery of services, and it shall be in full 
force and effect upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-107-24

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
 Transportation Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT 
BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION 
ENGINEERING FOR CITYWIDE CURB RAMPS, PROJECT #366. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to accept bids 
and enter into contract(s) with the lowest and best bidder, for construction and 
construction engineering for Citywide Curb Ramps, Project #366.

SECTION II: The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance, 130-23, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One Million Eight 
Hundred Eighty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars ($1,882,858.00) to 
Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by 
said amount.

SECTION III: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
One Million Eight Hundred Eighty-Two Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty-Eight Dollars 
($1,882,858.00) from Small Cities ODOT Fund, 589, T.C. 500, for said Project #366.

 SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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      0-108-24

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF A PUBLIC 
SAFETY TRAINING FACILITY, PROJECT #373.  

WHEREAS, there will be future water and street appropriations requested for 
this project in order to connect the water line and road from the end of Kenny Drive to 
Elliotsville Road in order to increase access and redundancy in the water system; and

WHEREAS, the City has received 2024 State Capital Bill funding in the amount 
of $2.5 million; and

WHEREAS, the City will be utilizing the federal General Services Administration 
(GSA) cooperative purchasing program, and competitive bidding is not required; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance, 130-23, is hereby amended 
by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) to Safety Services Fund, 
206, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) to Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; for said 
Public Safety Training Facility, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amounts.

SECTION II:  The Service Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Two Million Nine Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,900,000.00) as follows:

Two Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($2,500,000.00) from Safety Services 
Fund, 206, T.C. 500;

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500; and

Two Hundred Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00) from Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500
for Project #373.  
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SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       R-08-24

Introduced by All Members of Council

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE PROPOSED CITIZENS NOT POLITICIANS 
(ISSUE I) AMENDMENT TO THE OHIO CONSTITUTION CREATING A CITIZEN-
LED, TRANSPARENT COMMISSION TO DRAW LEGISLATIVE DISTRICTS. 

WHEREAS, in a democracy, every vote must count the same, making sure all 
voters, no matter who they are or what their political views may be, have equal 
representation; and 

WHEREAS, the Athens City Council opposes creating legislative district maps 
in Ohio that put political parties’ interests ahead of those of voters; and 

WHEREAS, Ohio’s current redistricting process has repeatedly created district 
maps without direct citizen input, and these maps have been ruled unconstitutional 
several times because of extreme party bias; and

WHEREAS, weakening the votes of working-class people, whether in small 
towns or big cities, reduces the political power of working-class communities across 
Ohio; and 

WHEREAS, concerns have been raised by citizens that current maps unfairly 
reduce the voting power of working-class voters of color by splitting up their 
communities in cities, making it harder for them to elect representatives who truly 
represent their interests; and 

WHEREAS, citizens have expressed concerns that the current maps reduce 
competition for state legislative seats, and reducing competition makes it harder for 
voters in small towns like Athens to replace politicians they believe prioritize 
developers, corporations, and campaign donors over working-class voters; and 

WHEREAS, several bipartisan bills that address critical issues, such as funding 
public schools, preventing utility shut offs, expanding internet access, and supporting 
renters and low-income homeowners, have stalled in state legislatures created by the 
current redistricting process, directly impacting blue-collar residents of Athens;

WHEREAS, the City of Athens has a duty to stand up for fair representation 
and set an example by condemning the unfair process for drawing legislative districts 
that take away power from voters across Ohio;
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 

SECTION I: Athens City Council hereby states its support for the proposed 
Citizens Not Politicians (Issue 1) amendment to the Ohio Constitution, that specifically 
states it will end gerrymandering by creating a citizen-led, transparent commission to 
draw legislative districts. This fifteen (15) member commission will be comprised of 
five (5) Republicans, five (5) Democrats, and five (5) Independents, and will not 
include current or former politicians, their families, or lobbyists. Such a nonpartisan 
transparent system promises to ensure that commission members will make fair 
decisions that will end gerrymandering in Ohio. 

SECTION II: This resolution shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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