
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2024 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Public Hearing:   

 • Recommendation from the Athens City Planning Commission to Amend the City's 
Zoning Code Schedule of Bulk Controls, Front Yard Setback, and to Remove the 
Ground Story Height of Terraces, Steps, or Stoops (0-88-24). 

2. Committee of the Whole  

 • Street Closure (Cool Digs, Union Street) 

3. Establish Quorum  

4. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held:  September 16, 2024 

5. Communications  

6. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

7. Ordinances for Third Reading:  

 • 0-84-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23; 
AND AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

 • 0-86-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE AN EMPLOYMENT 
AGREEMENT WITH THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF STATE, COUNTY, AND 
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES (AFSCME) LOCAL 2403(1) CONCERNING WAGES 
AND WORKING CONDITIONS. 
Introduced by the Finance & Personnel Committee 
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 • 0-87-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 21, SUBDIVISION 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTERS 21.03, APPLICATION, PROCEDURE FOR 
SUBDIVISION APPROVAL, 21.04, DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS, 
AND 21.10, HILLSIDE REGULATIONS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

 • 0-88-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 23, ZONING, CHAPTER 
23.03, GENERAL REGULATIONS AND PERMITTED MODIFICATIONS, 
SECTIONS 23.03.08(C), YARD REGULATIONS, AND 23.03.14, FENCES, WALLS, 
TERRACES, AND STOOPS; AND TABLE A, SCHEDULE OF BULK CONTROLS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

 • 0-89-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO AN ANNEXATION 
AGREEMENT WITH THE ATHENS TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED EAST OF CABLE LANE. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

 • 0-90-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 7, TRAFFIC CODE, SECTIONS 7.02.11, 
7.02.17, 7.02.23, 7.03.07, 7.03.07.1, 7.03.25, 7.04.58, AND 7.05.31; AND 
REPEALING ALL ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 • 0-91-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 13, GENERAL OFFENSES, SECTIONS 
13.02.04, 13.03.01, 13.05.01, 13.05.08, AND 13.05.13; AND REPEALING ALL 
ORDINANCES INCONSISTENT THEREWITH. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 • 0-92-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.  
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

 • 0-93-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES 74-21, 116-22, and 36-24; 
AUTHORIZING ATHENS UPTOWN DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT 
AREA (DORA) HOURS OF OPERATION. 
Introduced by Council Member Thomas 

8. Ordinance for Second Reading:  

0-94-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 
Introduced by Council Member Risner  
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9. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-95-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
Introduced by Council Member Spjeldnes 

0-96-24 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO A 
BUYOUT AGREEMENT FOR THE CARPORT-MOUNTED SOLAR ARRAY AT THE 
COMMUNITY CENTER.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-97-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
CHAPTER 5.07, STORM WATER REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 5.07.14, APPEAL OF 
NOTICE OF VIOLATION, AND 5.07.15, ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER APPEAL. 
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-98-24 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ATHENS-HOCKING SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT 
PLAN.   
Introduced by All Members of Council 

0-99-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-24, AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY 
DIRECTOR TO CLOSE STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
DURING THE 2024 CALENDAR YEAR, AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED DATES OR 
CANCEL EVENTS AS NECESSARY. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank  

0-100-24 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-24, SUSPENDING THE ENFORCEMENT 
OF ATHENS CITY CODE CHAPTER 11.04, VENDING, PEDDLING AND SOLICITING, TO 
ALLOW VENDING IN DESIGNATED EVENT AREAS. 
Introduced by Council Member Swank 

10. Resolution for Third Reading  

 • R-06-24 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY 
THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES 
AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR.   
Introduced by Council Member Risner 

11. Announcements & Other Business:  
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 • Remove From the Table: Reappointments to the Board of Zoning Appeals 

12. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

13. Executive Session:  

 • Two Items of Pending Litigation 

14. Adjournment  

 

 Sam Crowl 
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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  0-84-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23; 
AND AUTHORIZING AN INTERFUND TRANSFER. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Fifteen Thousand Four Hundred Dollars ($15,400.00) to General Fund, Municipal 
Court, 101.106, T.C. 300, for balance of payment on the 2024 Public Defender 
Agreement;

Two Thousand Eight Hundred Six and 02/100 Dollars ($2,806.02) to General Fund, 
Police, 101.207, T.C. 500, and Three Thousand Five Hundred Twenty-Three and 
98/100 ($3,523.98) to Law Administration Building Improvements Fund, 585, T.C. 500, 
and closing out said fund, to replace a mount and tablet in a cruiser, and infrastructure 
for an EV charger for a new cruiser; 

Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000.00) to General Fund, Other Administrative, 
101.120, T.C. 300, for reimbursed NOPEC grant funds;

Seventy-Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($74,500.00) to East State Street TIF 
Fund, 593, T.C. 600; for transfer, and

Seven Thousand Dollars ($7,000.00) to Garbage Fund, 760.636, T.C. 300, to cover 
the internal service fee, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.  

          SECTION II:   The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund 
transfer:

         FROM                TO                AMOUNT
East State Street TIF Fund, 593    Street Fund, 220 $74,500.00

          SECTION III:  The 2024 Appropriation is further amended by appropriating from 
the unappropriated balance the sum of Seventy-Four Thousand Five Hundred Dollars 
($74,500.00) to Street Fund, 220, to repave the Hockhocking Adena bikeway in the 
TIF area.
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SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-92-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
decreasing General Fund, Mayor, 101.101, T.C. 500, capital outlay, by Four Thousand 
Dollars ($4,000.00), and increasing T.C. 300, travel expense, by the same amount, for 
mayoral travel that will be reimbursed by the National League of Cities, and increasing 
and decreasing the total appropriations by said amount.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

          
_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-93-24

Introduced by Jessica Thomas
  Member of Council 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCES 74-21, 116-22, and 36-24; 
AUTHORIZING ATHENS UPTOWN DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT 
AREA (DORA) HOURS OF OPERATION.
          
          BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Section II of Ordinance 36-24 is hereby amended to read as follows:

   Section II:  Section I of Ordinance 116-22 is hereby amended to read as follows:

3. Hours of Operation:

The hours of DORA operation for the district are proposed as follows:

          Season Runs May 7 August 15
Friday of Ohio University Spring commencement weekend 
through Sunday of the week prior to the beginning of Ohio 
University fall semester classes.

           Day Start Time End Time

          Monday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Tuesday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Wednesday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Thursday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Friday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Saturday 12:00 p.m. 11:00 p.m.
          Sunday 12:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m.

         SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

_____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-94-24

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2024 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 130-23.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2024 Appropriation Ordinance 130-23 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Twenty-Four Thousand Two Hundred Ninety-Four Dollars ($24,294.00) to Street Fund, 
220, T.C. 500, grant award for H2 Ohio Rivers Initiative Chloride Reduction; and

Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($15,000.00) to Community Center Fund, 271, T.C. 500, for 
elevator pit repairs, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-95-24

Introduced by Solveig Spjeldnes, Chair
            Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLES NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following equipment no 
longer needed for a municipal purpose:

       EQUIPMENT            SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#       
(Fire) Foam Box Trailer   48B500G21W1033840 800233

SECTION II: The above-listed equipment is hereby authorized for donation to 
the Albany Volunteer Fire Department.  

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

 ____________________________
President of Council

   ATTEST: APPROVED:

   ____________________________ _____________________________
   Clerk of Council Mayor
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   0-97-24

Introduced by Council Member McCarey
  City & Safety Services Committee
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 5, PUBLIC UTILITIES, 
CHAPTER 5.07, STORM WATER REGULATIONS, SECTIONS 5.07.14, APPEAL OF 
NOTICE OF VIOLATION, AND 5.07.15, ENFORCEMENT MEASURES AFTER 
APPEAL.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Athens City Code, Title 5, Public Utilities, Chapter, 5.07., Storm 
Water Regulations, Sections 5.07.14, Appeal of Notice of Violation, and 5.07.15, 
Enforcement Measures After Appeal, are hereby amended to read as follows:  

5.07.14. - Appeal of notice of violation.

Any person receiving a notice of violation may appeal the determination of the 
service-safety director. The notice of appeal must be received within thirty (30) 
days from the date of the notice of violation. Hearing on the appeal before the 
appropriate authority or their designee shall take place within 15 days from the 
date of receipt of the notice of appeal. The decision of the municipal authority or 
their designee shall be final.

5.07.15. - Enforcement measures after appeal.

If the violation has not been corrected pursuant to the requirements set forth in 
the notice of violation, or, in the event of an appeal, within thirty (30) days of the 
decision of the municipal authority upholding the decision of the authorized 
enforcement agency, the representatives of the authorized enforcement agency 
shall enter upon the subject private property and are authorized to take any and 
all measures necessary to abate the violation and/or restore the property. It 
shall be unlawful for any owner, agent or person in possession of any premises 
to refuse to allow the government agency or designated contractor to enter upon 
the premises for the purposes set forth above.

SECTION II:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-98-24

Introduced by All Members of Council
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE ATHENS-HOCKING SOLID WASTE 
MANAGEMENT PLAN.  

WHEREAS, the City of Athens in Athens County is located within the Athens-
Hocking Solid Waste District; and

WHEREAS, the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District Policy Committee 
prepared and adopted a final draft of the Solid Waste Management Plan in 
accordance with ORC Sections 3734.53, 3734.54, and 3734.55; and

WHEREAS, the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District has provided a copy of 
the Adopted Solid Waste Management Plan for ratification to each of the legislative 
authorities of the District; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens must decide whether it approves of said Solid 
Waste Management Plan within ninety (90) days of receipt of the Final Plan; 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Athens City Council does hereby approve the Athens-Hocking 
Solid Waste Management Plan adopted by the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District 
Board of Directors on September 4, 2024.

SECTION II: The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to forward a certified 
copy of this Ordinance to the Athens-Hocking Solid Waste District.

SECTION III:  This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of 
Council concerning and relating to the passage of this Ordinance were taken in an 
open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its 
committees that resulted in such formal action were in meetings open to the public, in 
compliance with all legal requirements including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22.

SECTION IV: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

______________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

______________________________ ______________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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   0-99-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Member
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 15-24, AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO CLOSE STREETS IN THE UPTOWN AREA FOR SPECIAL 
EVENTS DURING THE 2024 CALENDAR YEAR, AND TO CHANGE REQUESTED 
DATES OR CANCEL EVENTS AS NECESSARY. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Ordinance 15-24 is hereby amended to read as follows:  

Section I:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to close streets in the 
uptown area for special events during the 2024 calendar year, to change requested 
dates or cancel events, and implement the following:

A.  Close designated streets to vehicular traffic in the City of Athens no earlier 
than 6:00 a.m. and no later than midnight, and maintain cross traffic wherever 
practicable, for the following events: 

• Ohio University International Street Festival, 4/6/2024, Union Street from 
College to Court

• Athens Film Festival Court Street Screening, 4/13/2024, Court Street from 
Union to Washington

• DORA Days – (rotating by street to support uptown establishments),  
5/17/2024, 5/31/2024, 6/28/2024, 7/12/2024

• Boogie on the Bricks, 6/15/2024, Court Street from Washington to State

• The Plains Lions Club Cruise-ins, 6/7/2024, 7/26/2024, 9/6/2024, Court Street 
from Washington to State 

• Ohio Brew Week Last Call, 7/20/2024, Court Street from Washington to 
Carpenter

• Athens County Convention and Visitors Bureau – Athena Ride for Women, 
8/2/2024, Union Street from Court to Congress

• Athens Arts & Music Festival, 8/3/2024, Union Street from Court to Congress

• OhioHealth Bounty on the Bricks, 8/10/2024, Court Street from Union to 
Washington 
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• Ohio University Welcome Weekend – Student Fair, 8/25/2024, Union Street 
from College to Court

• Oktoberfest Event – supporting Ohio Brew Week, 9/21/2024, Union Street from 
Congress to Court

• Cool Digs Annual Gem Show, 10/19/24, Union Street from Congress to Court

• City of Athens Halloween/AUBA Trick or Treat, 10/26/2024, full uptown area

• Annual Holiday Tree Lighting, 12/6/2024, lane closure on Court Street in front of 
Courthouse; and

B.  Ban parking on designated streets beginning no earlier than 3:00 a.m. and 
no later than 1:00 a.m. the following day to accommodate said events. 

SECTION II: This Ordinance is only applicable to the above-listed events.

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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   0-100-24

Introduced by Alan Swank, Member, Chair
 Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 16-24, SUSPENDING THE 
ENFORCEMENT OF ATHENS CITY CODE CHAPTER 11.04, VENDING, PEDDLING 
AND SOLICITING, TO ALLOW VENDING IN DESIGNATED EVENT AREAS.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Ordinance 16-24 is hereby amended to read as follows:

Section I:  The enforcement of Athens City Code Chapter 11.04, Vending, Peddling 
and Soliciting, is hereby suspended from 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. to allow vending in 
the designated street closure areas, authorized by Ordinance 15-24, at such times and 
areas determined appropriate by the Administration for the following events:

• Ohio University International Street Festival
• Athens Film Festival Court Street Screening
• DORA 
• Boogie on the Bricks
• City of Athens Halloween
• Ohio Brew Week Last Call 
• Bounty on the Bricks
• Athens Arts & Music Festival 
• Octoberfest
• Cool Digs
• Annual Holiday Tree Lighting

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

____________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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