


• Steve P. asked what category inflatable signs fit under in our code. David R. noted that these

types are not permitted in Athens.

• Andy S. asked what the typical size of the feather flags was. David R. noted that usually 2'X10',

20 sq. ft., some smaller/some larger. Andy S. noted that two signs per property would be

roughly 40 sq. ft.

• Austin P. asked about the regulation of political signs. David R. noted that political signs aren't

regulated other than not being allowed in the city right of way.

• Andy S. commented that additional changes to code are going to be suggested so before the

commission moves forward on this, we will wait for the other suggested changes to be

submitted and then the commission will consider them all together.

• John K. mentioned that the size of political signs are regulated in the city. David R. said these

size regulations can't be enforced because federal regulations supersede city regulations.

Business Use of Animals 

David Riggs 

Another suggested change to Title 23 will be submitted regarding the business use of animals. A 

resident inquired recently with the code office about being able to use goats to maintain the 

sloped backside of his property. This type of use is not mentioned in Code. Accessory use and the 

keeping of farm animals, are not allowed in an R-1 zone except if you can keep them in a building 

100' from property lines. City does allow pets, so you have to separate the two and have a 

definition of a pet and a definition for a farm animal. Current code, 23.04.01 (B) (10), doesn't fit 

well with what this resident wants to do. Goats would be first allowed in a B-3. He could issue him 

a temporary permit for uses that aren't allowed in any other zone as long as it is for under 60 

days. He recommends a temporary special use permit from the zoning administrator. 

Discussion 

• Austin P. asked what the suggested language would look like. David R. commented that time

limits and noise regulations could be part of the language.

• Andy S. observed that this isn't really different from hiring a pony for a child's birthday party.

It would take more than a day for a goat to eat the brush, so it is the "keeping of animals".

Temporary special use zoning permits sounds judicious - the topography is the constraint.

You can also argue control of invasives and the decreased use of herbicides for the public

good.

• John K. commented that there is a property on Lancaster landscaped entirely with rocks.

David said that there is nothing in our code prohibiting a rock surface.

• Chickens are not allowed in R-l's (foul or farm animals not allowed). B-3, general business

zone, allows an enclosure to keep animals 200' from any residential zone. Andy S. commented

that the Health Department is against keeping chickens. Austin P. wondered if you could be

allowed if you had your neighbors to sign off on it. David R. said that the roosters would be a

problem. Andy S. noted that Bexley allows chickens.

Pets 






