
Athens City Planning Commission 
Minutes of Regular Meeting 

Tuesday, July 3, 2024, 12:00 p.m.

 
A regular meeting of the Athens City Planning Commission was held in City Council Chambers, third floor 
of City Hall, on July 3, 2024. 
  
Attendees: Russell Chamberlain, Dylan Armstrong, Terry Eiler 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
John Kotowski called the regular meeting of the Planning Commission to order at 12:00 p.m. and 
administered the oath to those in the audience intending to speak before the commission. 
Quorum established with five members present.  
 

  PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS: 
Chris Knisely       Present 
John Kotowski, Chair      Present   
Steve Patterson, Mayor  Present 
Austin Phillips, Vice-Chair     Present 
Andy Stone, Service-Safety Director    Present 
STAFF:   
David Riggs, Code Enforcement Director    Present 
Meghan Jennings, City Planner     Present 
 

2. Disposition of Minutes 
 
Steve Patterson moved to approve the June 25, 2024 minutes. Chris Knisely seconded. Motion 
passed 5:0. 
 

3. Cases  
  
 Case #24-06 Appeal of lot split denial at 0 Lavelle Road 
 

John Kotowski read into the record the email communications (attached Ex 2) that have been 
received about this case.  
 
Commission discussion 

• The applicant applied for a minor subdivision but because of the access easement Athens City 
Code requires it to be treated as a major subdivision, which requires Planning Commission 
and City Council review. 

• The denial of the minor subdivision application (attached Ex 1) was due to them filing the 
wrong application type, so the denial redirected them to a major subdivision application. 

• What the Planning Commission is looking at today is approval of the lot split only, not usage. 
Because this is property located outside city limits but within the 3-mile radius, the Planning 
Commission is consulted only about the lot split and not usage.   



• The request today, and the reason it is before the Planning Commission, is to allow a variance 
to a major subdivision; to treat this as a minor subdivision. After the Planning Commission 
review, it will go to City Council. 

• Andy Stone read a prepared comment (attached Ex 3) regarding land use planning. This is to 
clarify the role of the Planning Commission in this case. A decision about usage is outside the 
scope of the Planning Commission. 

• If a variance is approved and this is approached as a minor subdivision, then you do not have 
to do all the infrastructure requirements that would be required with a major subdivision 
(e.g., putting a paved public road in). 

• If the variance is denied by the Planning Commission and the applicant proceeds with a minor 
subdivision, which is the “flag lot” version (attached Map A), that does not mean that there 
will be five access points. He will still access via one driveway – the lots will front on the road 
so they will have frontage even if a driveway is never built there. It will not be an illegal 
subdivision. How he accesses his property will be up to him. 

General Discussion 

• Russell Chamberlain/applicant, agreed with what Andy Stone communicated in his summary. 

• Dylan Armstrong/Lavelle Road resident, is here today to represent the Armstrong family. The 
family is contesting the sale of the property to Mr. Chamberlain. The family would like to 
preserve the green space and maintain the biodiversity on the property. A subdivision of this 
land will be detrimental to the biodiversity, green space, and the Lavelle Road community.  

Andy Stone made a motion to approve the lot split as a variance to a major subdivision and allow 
it under the minor subdivision provision, with one access point and two of the three parcels without 
road frontage. Austin P. seconded the motion. Motion passed 4:1. 
 
This will move forward as a recommendation to City Council for review. 

 
4.  Communications 
  
  None  

     
5. Reports from Director of Development & Code Enforcement and City Planner 
  
 David Riggs/Code Enforcement Director 

• Construction updates: 
o Beaumont Green/Della Drive: remodeling the senior apartments. 
o Lostro Building/63 S. Court Street:  Starting a 2nd and 3rd floor and outer shell remodel 

soon. 
o Chipotle & Starbucks/East State Street: under construction. Starbuck plans still 

pending. 

Meghan Jennings/City Planner 

• Met with the Lostro Building property owners and they are interested in forming a PACE 
District. This will need to be in partnership with the city. Privately funded. 

6. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak   
 



 None 
 
7. Announcements & Other Business 
  

• Next meeting July 17, 2024 

• Andy Stone announced that the city is applying for ” Welcome Home Ohio” funding, which is 
a state initiative for housing with a focus on urban infill. 

8. Adjournment 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:41 p.m.  
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