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ADVERTISEMENT 
Board of Zoning Appeals 

28 Curran Drive, Athens, Ohio 45701 
TO: The Athens Messenger 
 
Insert the following legal notice on May 4, 2024 
Containing all wording below the heavy-ruled line: 
Issue affidavit within five (5) days of the date of notice to the Secretary of the Board setting forth 
a true and complete copy of said notice and the exact date on which it was published. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

LEGAL NOTICE 
 

Board of Zoning Appeals Notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held in City 
Council Chambers, third floor of City Hall, by the Board of Zoning Appeals of the City of Athens 
on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, at 7:00pm on the following described property: 
 
123 Morris Avenue 
Zone R1 Case #24-02V 

Appellant is requesting a variance from ACC 23.10.01 Table A to allow 34% building lot 
coverage where 30% is the maximum allowed. 

 
Interested persons are requested to appear and voice their opinions with respect thereto.  More 
detailed information and plans are available for public inspection located on the City’s Website, 
ci.athens.oh.us (Board of Zoning Appeals), and at the Department of Development and Code 
Enforcement Office, located at 28 Curran Drive, Athens, Ohio. Anyone needing special 
accommodations to attend the meeting should contact the Government Channel at (740)594-2900. 
 
 
       BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
        

        
___________________________ 

       Rob Delach, Chairperson 
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NOTICE OF HEARING AND APPEAL 
 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
28 Curran Drive 

Athens, Ohio 45701 
 

Your appeal under the Zoning Ordinance relative to 
123 Morris Avenue 

has been assigned Board of Zoning Appeals Case #24-02V 
 

Inquiries and references should always be made to this number. 
 

Further, you are notified to appear before the Board of Zoning Appeals, either in person or by  
agent or attorney, for a hearing in your case on Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 7:00pm in City 
Council Chambers, 8 East Washington Street, Third Floor, Athens, Ohio.  Please contact our 
office at codeoffice@ci.athens.oh.us or by phone (740)592-3306 with any questions.   

Anyone needing special accommodations to attend this meeting should contact the Government 
Channel at (740) 594-2900. 
 
NOTE:  If fewer than five (5) members are available for the meeting, you have the right to 
continue until such time as five (5) members are available to hear the case.  In order to 
accommodate your decision prior to the meeting, you will be contacted if such a situation arises 
or if for some reason the meeting date, time and/or place are changed. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

 
________________________ 
Rob Delach, Chairperson 
 
Form BZA-3 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Board of Zoning Appeals 
28 Curran Drive 

Athens, Ohio 45701 
 

As provided for by Section 23.07.09(C) of the Athens City Zoning Code, you are hereby notified 
as a party of interest that an appeal has been filed by 

 
Matthew Cooke / Appellant 

For property located at 
123 Morris Avenue 

Appellant is requesting a variance from ACC 23.10.01 Table A to allow 34% building lot 
coverage where 30% is the maximum allowed. 

 

 
               This case has been assigned 

Case #24-02V 
 

This meeting has been scheduled for Tuesday, May 14, 2024 at 7:00pm, Athens City Hall, 8 East 
Washington Street, Third Floor, and Athens City Council Chambers.  More detailed information 
and plans are available for public inspection located on the City’s Website, ci.athens.oh.us (Board 
of Zoning Appeals), and the Office of Development and Code Enforcement at 28 Curran Drive, 
(740) 592-3306.  Anyone needing special accommodations to attend the meeting should contact 
the Government Channel at (740) 594-2900 or the Office of Development and Code Enforcement 
listed above. 
 
 
NOTE: If you plan to attend, please verify that the meeting has not been postponed, cancelled 
or rescheduled.  You may contact the Office of Development and Code Enforcement (740)592-
3306. 
 
Respectfully, 
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
 

 
________________________ 
Rob Delach, Chairperson 



123 Morris Avenue  – Case #24-02V – adjoining properties and owners 
 
44 E Stimson Avenue 
Marked Properties 
PO Box 1152 
Athens, OH 45701 
 
17 Campbell Street 
Do What is Right LLC 
3225 McLeod Dr Ste 777 
Las Vegas, NV 89121 
 
40 E Stimson Avenue 
Nicholas Hoffman 
355 East Main Street 
Lancaster, OH 43130 
 
125 Morris Avenue 
Owen Leonard 
25 Euclid Dr 
Athens, OH 45701 
 
121 Morris Avenue 
Brian Baker 
PO Box 391 
Athens, OH 45701 
 
120 Morris Avenue 
David Christopher Ingram 
120 Morris Ave 
Athens, OH 45701 
 
124 Morris Avenue 
Robert David Delach 
124 Morris Ave 
Athens, OH 45701 
 
126 Morris Avenue 
Joseph Gingerich 
126 Morris Ave 
Athens, OH 45701 
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Board of Zoning Appeals 
Minutes 

April 9, 2024    
 

Members Present: Kay Tousley, Joe Krause, Kelly Sauber, Robert Delach (elected Chairperson) 
City Officials Present: David Riggs (Zoning Administrator) 
 
The meeting was called to order on April 9th, 2024, at 7:00 PM at City Council Chambers, 8 East 
Washington Street, Third Floor, Athens, OH, by the Chairperson, Rob Delach. 

Chairperson Delach announced that there was one case on the agenda, Case #24-02V located on 
123 Morris Avenue. Appellant is requesting a variance from ACC 23.10.01 Table A to allow 
34% building lot coverage where 30% is the maximum allowed. Appellant has postponed the 
case until a future meeting. Stated that the Board will not be hearing the case tonight.  

Director Riggs informed the Board that the staff is working on making some changes to the 
City’s zoning code including changing lot sizes, reducing lot sizes, reducing setbacks, increasing 
the amount of allowable building coverage, amongst other changes as well. Explained that if the 
city passes these changes, then it would reduce the amount of work that the board sees. Stated 
that most of the applications are regarding lot coverage and setbacks.  

Kelly Sauber asked Director Riggs that if the Appellant were to have their case heard at this 
meeting and it was denied, would the changes to code change the outcome of the case. 

Director Riggs explained that the city’s request to the planning commission is to change that for 
a R-1 zone, to change the structure cover from 30% to 40%. Once that change happens, if the 
case got denied, the Appellant would just need to reapply to the City Code Office and the request 
would be approved.  

Kelly Sauber asked what the time frame is suspected of these changes.  

Director Riggs explained that once Planning Commission makes a recommendation to City 
Council, City Council can look at it at their leisure. There is no set time frame for when that 
would happen.  

Kelly Sauber asked Director Riggs if parking was going to be addressed in these changes.  

Director Riggs explained that two years ago the city had implemented some parking changes and 
they have seen a lot of good response from those changes. Stated they essentially cut the parking 
requirements in half. Stated that in his opinion he believes businesses know what parking is  
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necessary and the city shouldn’t be telling them how many parking spaces they need if the 
businesses know what they require. Stated the businesses know better than the city does 
regarding parking needs.  

 

OTHER BUSINESS:  

Approval of Minutes from: 

February 13th, 2024: Kay Tousley moved to approve the minutes. Approved by Joe 
Krause, Kay Tousley, and Robert Delach.  

The Chairperson adjourned the meeting at 7:06 PM. 

 

 
 
Robert Delach, Chairperson                                                                                            Date 
 
 
 
David Riggs, Zoning Administrator                                                                               Date 
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