
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2023 AT  7:00 PM 
 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 
  

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session held November 20, 2023 

3. Communications  

4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

5. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-140-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 11, BUSINESS REGULATIONS 
TO ENACT SECTION 11.13, TOBACCO RETAILER LICENSE (TRL), ADDING 
PROVISIONS REQUIRING RETAILERS TO OBTAIN A LICENSE FOR SELLING TOBACCO 
PRODUCTS. 
Introduced by Council Member Grace 

0-144-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ATHENS CITY SHADE TREE COMMISSION, IN 
COLLABORATION WITH OHIO UNIVERSITY, TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION AND ENTER 
INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
(ODNR), USDA FOREST SERVICE, FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE URBAN FORESTRY 
GRANT PROGRAM; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
Introduced by Council Member Ziff 

6. Ordinance for First Reading:  

 • 0-145-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 141-23; AUTHORIZING THE 
SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR 
CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW FIRE HEADQUARTERS, PROJECT #346; AND 
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DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.   
Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

7. Resolution for Third Reading:  

 • R-11-23 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY 
THE BUDGET COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES 
AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR. 
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

8. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Motion to Remove from the Table: 
 
0-93-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 9, GENERAL 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.05, FIRE CONTROL; PETROLEUM LIQUIDS, 
SECTION 9.05.99, PENALTIES.  

 • Appointment to the Affordable Housing Commission 
Motion to Accept November 2023 Financial Reports 
Motion to Accept November 2023 Credit Card Transactions 

9. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

10. One-Reading Resolutions:  

 • R-12-23 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL MEMBER BEN ZIFF FOR HIS PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Members of Council 

 • R-13-23 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL MEMBER SARAH GRACE FOR HER PUBLIC SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Council Members 

 • R-14-23 
A RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE APPRECIATION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO, TO COUNCIL PRESIDENT CHRISTINE KNISELY FOR HER PUBLIC 
SERVICE. 
Introduced by All Council Members 

11. Adjournment  
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Chris Knisely  
President of Council 
  

 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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                   0-144-23

Introduced by Ben Ziff, Member of Council
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ATHENS CITY SHADE TREE COMMISSION, 
IN COLLABORATION WITH OHIO UNIVERSITY, TO SUBMIT AN APPLICATION 
AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES (ODNR), USDA FOREST SERVICE, FOR PARTICIPATION 
IN THE URBAN FORESTRY GRANT PROGRAM; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, said grant is intended to:

• Contract with local governments or non-profits for the purchase and planting of 
trees for public benefits.

• Restore community tree canopy with large-stature trees and promote species 
diversity.

• Reduce stormwater runoff, maximize filtration of overland flow, and improve 
watershed health.

• Enhance the quality of life in participating cities, villages, and townships.
• Promote urban forestry benefits through the proper planting and care of trees.
• Strengthen and support existing comprehensive community tree care programs.
• Ensure that urban forests provide communities with clean air and water, 

increased property value, wildlife habitat, and reduced erosion, stormwater 
runoff, and energy demands.  

• Promote Ohio’s nursery, arboriculture, and landscape industries through tree 
purchase and installation contracts.

• Increase the capacity of Ohio communities to effectively manage and grow their 
urban forest canopy.

• Advance the mission of the Justice40 Initiative and support disadvantaged 
communities experiencing low tree canopy and environmental justice.

• Build sustainable urban forestry programs.
• Mitigate urban heat islands; and

WHEREAS, the City is partnering with Ohio University to pilot an urban forest 
planting initiative, planting native fruiting trees at the Ohio University Student 
Farm/West State Street Park, the Richland Avenue Park, the Athens County Public 
Library, and the Dairy Lane Park; and

WHEREAS, said trees will be planted in accordance with USDA Forest Service 
Planting Guidelines; and

WHEREAS, the City is contracting with local arborists, ecologists, and 
nonprofits to map, maintain, and plant trees on city property and in the city right-of-
way; and

WHEREAS, the City is contracting with tree care professionals to provide 
training to municipal employees regarding proper tree care and planting; and
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WHEREAS, the Grant does not require a funding match by the City of Athens; 
and

WHEREAS, funding and reimbursement activities will be managed by the lead 
applicant, Ohio University;

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Athens City Shade Tree Commission is hereby authorized to 
submit an application, in collaboration with Ohio University, and enter in an agreement 
with the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), USDA Forest Service, for 
participation in the Urban Forestry Program. 

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for the 
preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to meet the December 29, 2023 application deadline, and it shall be in 
full force and effect upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

                       
____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST:

_____________________________
Clerk of Council

APPROVED:

_____________________________
Mayor
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  0-145-23

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 141-23; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE 
NEW FIRE HEADQUARTERS, PROJECT #346; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: Section I of Ordinance 141-23 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:

Section I:  The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance, 0-155-22, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Three Million Dollars ($3,000,000.00) to General Fund, Fire, 101.208, T.C. 500;

Eight Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($8,400,000.00) to Safety Services 
Fund, Fire, 206.208, T.C. 500; and

Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) to ARPA Fund, 286, T.C. 500; 
and 

Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000.00) to Fire Station Debt Fund, 430, T.C. 600, for 
transfer, and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts. 

Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Thirteen 
Million Four Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($13,420,000.00) as follows:

Three Million Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($3,670,000.00) from General 
Fund, Fire, 101.208, T.C. 500, that includes ($70,000.00) authorized by Ordinance 18-
22, for planning/preliminary engineering; and ($600,000.00), authorized by Ordinance 
84-22, for design and construction management services; 

Nine Million Dollars ($9,000,000.00) from Safety Services Fund, Fire, 206.208, 
T.C. 500, that includes ($600,000.00) for land purchase and site preparation, 
authorized by Ordinance 121-22; and

Seven Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) from ARPA Fund, 286, 
T.C. 500, for said Project #346.
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SECTION II:  The Auditor is hereby authorized to make the following interfund
transfer:

         FROM                            TO                      AMOUNT
Fire Station Debt Fund, 430        Safety Services Fund, 206              $4,000,000.00

SECTION III:  Sections II and III of Ordinance 96-23 are hereby amended to 
read as follows:

Section II: The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance, 0-155-22, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Eight Million Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($8,400,000.00) to Safety Services 
Fund, Fire, 206.208, T.C. 500; and

Four Million Dollars ($4,000,000.00) to Safety Services Fund, Fire, 206.208, T.C. 500, 
and increasing the total appropriations by said amounts.  

Section III:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Thirteen 
Million Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($13,670,000.00) as follows:

Six Hundred Seventy Thousand Dollars ($670,000.00) from General Fund, Fire, 
101.208, T.C. 500, that includes ($70,000.00) authorized by Ordinance 18-22, for 
planning/preliminary engineering; and ($600,000.00), authorized by Ordinance 84-22, 
for design and construction management services; 

Thirteen Million Dollars ($13,000,000.00) from Safety Services Fund, Fire, 206.208, 
T.C. 500, that includes ($600,000.00) for land purchase and site preparation, 
authorized by Ordinance 121-22; for said Project #346.

SECTION IVII:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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                    0-93-23

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee                                        

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 9, GENERAL 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.05, FIRE CONTROL; PETROLEUM LIQUIDS, 
SECTION 9.05.99, PENALTIES. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Athens City Zoning Code, Title 9, General Regulations, 
Chapter 9.05, Fire Control; Petroleum Liquids, Section 9.05.99, Penalties, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

9.05.99. – Penalties.

(A) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of Sections 9.05.01 through 
9.05.05, 9.05.07, and 9.05.09, 9.05.11, 9.05.13, and 9.05.14 of the Athens City Code 
shall severally, for each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, be 
deemed guilty of a fourth degree misdemeanor, punishable by not more than 30 days 
in jail and a fine of not more than $250.00. as defined in Sections 2929.21 of the 
Ohio Revised Code.

(B) Any person who shall violate Section 9.05.08 of the Athens City Code, on a 
first offense, shall be deemed guilty of a minor misdemeanor and fined not more than 
$150.00; a second offense within a two-year period shall be deemed a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree, punishable by not more than 30 days in jail and a fine of not 
more than $250.00; a third offense within a two year period shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor of the third degree, punishable by not more than sixty days in jail and a 
fine of not more than $500.00; and a fourth offense within a two-year period shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by not more than 90 days 
in jail and a fine of not more than $750.00.  Each time a violation occurs shall 
constitute a separate and complete offense.

(B)(C) Whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of  9.05.06 9.05.12 and 
9.05.15 through 9.05.22 herein shall be deemed guilty of a minor misdemeanor as 
defined in Section 2929.21 of the Ohio Revised Code. , and fined not more than 
$150.00.  
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SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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