
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9, 2023 
7:00 PM 

e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 
Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  

 

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE: 

• Athens County Convention & Visitors Bureau (Boone Troyer, progress report)) 

• Amend City Code, Deputy Auditor (to include ORC language) 

• Appropriations 
o ($14,843.33) to General Fund, Fire, capital line, for BWC Grant 
o ($25,000.00) to Parking Enforcement Fund, services line, for credit card fees 
o ($20,000.00) to Parking Enforcement Fund, services line, for maintenance 

contract 

• ORC 718 Updates (amend Title 17, Municipal Income Tax) 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES: 

• Tabled Ordinance 93-23 (fire penalties) 

• Accepting a Sanitary Utility Easement (Tyler Park) 

TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE: 

• Vehicle Disposals 

o Bus, 1601 (HAPCAP) 
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o 2011 Ford Ranger (Code) 
o Fire Smoke Trailer 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE: 

• Tabled Ordinance 99-23 (fee increases) 

 

Chris Knisely  
President of Council 

  
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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On July 3, 2023, Governor DeWine signed House Bill 33, the state 
budget bill (the “Bill”), into law.  The municipal income tax provisions 
included in the Bill are listed below.   
 
The Bill requires municipalities to adopt some of these provisions by 
ordinance or resolution.  We are working on model language to be 
provided to you later this summer, so that you have time to put these 
changes through your legislative process before year-end.   

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 
OHIO HOUSE BILL 33  
Municipal Income Tax Provisions  

 Publication Requirements for JEDDs or JEDZs Adopting an Income Tax.  
Effective October 1, 2023, the Bill requires JEDD and JEDZ Boards to publish notice 
of their adoption of a resolution to impose an income tax in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the district or zone for two consecutive weeks prior to the 
effective date of the tax, or if no general circulation newspaper is available, to 
post notice of the resolution in no less than five of the most public places in the 
district or zone at least 15 days prior to the effective date of the tax. R.C. 715.691
(H)(5); R.C. 715.70(F)(6)(a) 

 Minors Exempt From Municipal Income Tax.  Beginning with tax year 2024, 
the income of all individuals under 18 years of age will be exempt from municipal 
income tax in all municipalities.  If your municipality currently taxes the income of 
individuals under 18, the Bill requires that you adopt this exemption by ordinance 
or resolution. R.C. 718.01(C)(15)   

 Existing Language Correction.  The Bill makes a cross-reference correction to 
existing language regarding the net operating loss carryforward.  The correction is 
effective for tax year 2023.  The Bill requires all municipalities to adopt this 
correction by ordinance or resolution. R.C. 718.01(D)(1)(3)(c)(ii) 

 Alternative Apportionment for Businesses with Remote Workers.  For tax 
years ending on or after December 31, 2023, businesses with remote workers will 
be permitted to use an alternative apportionment formula for their net profit 
filings.  Instead of apportioning net profits to the municipalities where employees 
are performing remote work, businesses may elect to apportion net profits to 
employees’ reporting locations, which in most cases will be a location owned or 
controlled by the employer business. This provision only impacts business net 
profits filings, and does not change an employer’s obligation to withhold tax for 
employees’ remote work locations.  We will have more to report on this provision 
as we prepare for the tax year 2023 filing season.  R.C. 718.02(A), 718.02(D), 
718.021, 718.82(A), 718.82(D), 718.821 (this provision results in the renumber of 
existing R.C. 718.021 to R.C. 718.17) 

REGIONAL INCOME TAX AGENCY   |   OHIO HOUSE BILL 33   |   JULY 2023 
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 Net Profit Extension Filings Extended One Month.  For business net profit 
filers that are on a federal filing extension, the Bill extends the municipal income 
tax filing deadline by one month, to the 15th day of the 11th month after the end 
of the taxpayer’s tax year.    This provision is in effect for tax years ending on or 
after January 1, 2023, meaning fiscal year net profit filers with a fiscal year ending 
during 2023 will receive the benefit of this additional month, if they are on a 
federal filing extension. R.C. 718.05(G)(2)(a), 718.85(D)(1)(a) 

 Notices Prohibited While Taxpayers on Extension.  The Bill prohibits tax 
administrators from sending non-filing inquiries or notices to taxpayers about a 
tax year for which the taxpayer has a federal extension in place; and requires a 
municipality to reimburse a taxpayer up to $150 for any costs a taxpayer incurs to 
respond to a prohibited notice.  As it is not RITA’s practice to send non-filing 
notices for a tax year until after the federal extension deadline for that tax year, 
this provision will not impact the non-filing programs RITA conducts for its 
member municipalities. R.C. 718.05(G)(5), 718.85(D)(b)(3) 

 Late Filing Penalty Capped and Waiver Required.  Beginning with tax year 
2023, the penalty municipalities may charge a taxpayer for a late filed return is 
reduced to a maximum of $25, from the current maximum of $150.  The Bill also 
requires that a municipality waive the fee the first time a taxpayer files a late 
return.  The penalties and interest for late payment remain in place and 
unchanged.  R.C.  718.27(C)(3), 718.89(A)(1) 

 Information Exchanged Between Municipalities and the Ohio Tax 
Commissioner (TC).  The Bill modifies the timing and substance of certain 
information exchanged between municipalities and the TC.   While current law 
requires municipalities to notify the TC of any tax increase within 60 days of its 
effective date, municipalities must now notify the TC of any change in their tax 
rate within 60 days; and with respect to information provided by the TC to 
municipalities about net profit opt-in taxpayers, the Bill changes from November 
to December the second of two opt-in reports the TC must send to municipalities, 
and changes the taxpayers that the TC must include on those reports.  R.C. 718.80
(C)(1)(B), 718.84(B) 

 

We are also continuing to monitor the following pieces of pending 
legislation: 
 Ohio House Bill 126 – to expand the municipal income tax exemption for certain 

military pay 
 Ohio House Bill 166 - to subject the income of foreign temporary agricultural 

workers to municipal income tax 
 Ohio Senate Bill 75 – to allow certain municipalities to form JEDDs without 

townships 
 

 

OHIO HOUSE BILL 33   |   JULY 2023 
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                    0-93-23

Introduced by Micah McCarey, Chair
 City & Safety Services Committee                                        

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE, TITLE 9, GENERAL 
REGULATIONS, CHAPTER 9.05, FIRE CONTROL; PETROLEUM LIQUIDS, 
SECTION 9.05.99, PENALTIES. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The Athens City Zoning Code, Title 9, General Regulations, 
Chapter 9.05, Fire Control; Petroleum Liquids, Section 9.05.99, Penalties, is hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

9.05.99. – Penalties.

(A) Any person who shall violate any of the provisions of Sections 9.05.01 through 
9.05.05, 9.05.07, and 9.05.09, 9.05.11, 9.05.13, and 9.05.14 of the Athens City Code 
shall severally, for each and every such violation and noncompliance respectively, be 
deemed guilty of a fourth degree misdemeanor, punishable by not more than 30 days 
in jail and a fine of not more than $250.00. as defined in Sections 2929.21 of the 
Ohio Revised Code.

(B) Any person who shall violate Section 9.05.08 of the Athens City Code, on a 
first offense, shall be deemed guilty of a minor misdemeanor and fined not more than 
$150.00; a second offense within a two-year period shall be deemed a misdemeanor 
of the fourth degree, punishable by not more than 30 days in jail and a fine of not 
more than $250.00; a third offense within a two year period shall be deemed a 
misdemeanor of the third degree, punishable by not more than sixty days in jail and a 
fine of not more than $500.00; and a fourth offense within a two-year period shall be 
deemed a misdemeanor of the second degree, punishable by not more than 90 days 
in jail and a fine of not more than $750.00.  Each time a violation occurs shall 
constitute a separate and complete offense.

(B)(C) Whoever is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of  9.05.06 9.05.12 and 
9.05.15 through 9.05.22 herein shall be deemed guilty of a minor misdemeanor as 
defined in Section 2929.21 of the Ohio Revised Code. , and fined not more than 
$150.00.  
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SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_____________________________ _____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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0-99-23

Introduced by All Members of Council
 
  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ATHENS CITY CODE TITLE 1, GENERAL 
PROVISIONS, CHAPTER 1.03, CODE FEES ESTABLISHED.

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Effective January 1, 2024, certain sections of Athens City Code 
Title 1, General Provisions, Chapter 1.03, Code Fees Established, are hereby 
amended to read as follows: 

Section 5.03.04, Water rates.

$35.00 Transfer/turn on charge.

An additional ten percent shall be added to water bills not paid on or before the due 
date. Additional fees shall be charged for the following:

$15.00  Red tag fee 

$40.00  Delinquency turn-on penalty 

$33.00  Non-sufficient funds charge 

$50.00  $100.00  After hours turn off 

Customers served outside the corporation limits of the City of Athens, Ohio, shall be 
charged the above rates, plus an additional 20 percent.

Section 5.04.05, Wastewater dischargers.

$0.065  $0.075 per gallon of hauled septage 

Section 9.12.03, Opening permit required.

$75.00 $100.00 Opening permit into ROW 
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Section 9.02.06, Inspection and fees.

New Construction Fire Inspections Fees:

$100.00  Final

$50.00  Reinspection

$50.00  Sprinkler hydrostatic 

$50.00  UG hydro 

$50.00  Fire alarm 

Fire Safety Inspection Fees:

$50.00 Initial annual visit for building with occupied space under 10,000 square feet

$150.00 Initial annual visit for building with occupied space over 10,000 square feet

$0.00 1st reinspection after initial visit

$25.00  $50.00 2nd reinspection after initial visit

$50.00  $100.00 3rd reinspection after initial visit, and increasing by $25.00 for each subsequent visit thereafter

Section 11.04.06, Vendors

$200.00 Vending per month

$100.00        Specialty vendor’s license per month – personally manufactured or 

      produced art products for sale to the public
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Section 23.06.02(H), Fees.

$80.00 Application fee 

$100.00 Use permit

$150.00 New construction permit, plus $.03 $.10 per square foot of gross floor 
area 

$75.00  $100.00 Alteration permit, plus $1.50 per thousand dollars of 
improvement or portion thereof

$75.00  $100.00 Accessory structure permit 

Section 23.07.08(D)(4), Application and standards for variances.

$75.00  $100.00  Zoning board variance request, plus advertising costs

Section 25.03.04(F), Floodplain land permit

$70.00  $100.00 Application

Section 27.03.04(B5), (C4), and (D4) Plan content.

$30.00  $50.00 Less than one acre 

$60.00  $150.00 1—5 acres 

$105.00  $200.00 Greater than five acres 

Section 29.03.08, Rental permit fee.

$150.00 per unit for up to 10 units in one building.

$150.00 for 3 bedrooms or less

$175.00 for 4 bedrooms or more

$100.00 per housekeeping unit or owner-occupied unit keeping renters.

$75.00 per unit for over 10 units in one building.
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$100.00 per unit for over 10 units in more than one building at one location.

$40.00 per bedroom for rooming houses, or short term rentals.

Section 29.03.10(B), Inspection fee for additional inspections

$40.00  $50.00 

Section 29.06.04, Demolition fee

$75.00  $100.00 if equal to or greater than 576 sq. ft.

$35.00  $50.00 if less than 576 sq. ft.

Section 41.04(B), Procedure for approval.

$100.00  $125.00 Application fee 

SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.  

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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