
Shade Tree Commission 
Minutes 

April 11, 2019 at 7:00 pm 
Athens City Council Chambers 

 
Meeting Attendees: David Ingram, Nancy Walker, Emilie Wood, David Sincoff, Lee Gregg, Jim 
Dyer, and Ann Bonner (ODNR Urban Forester) 
 

1. Title 33: Tree Permit, Right-of-Way Issues, Public Land 
a. None 

 
2. Title 37: Landscape Ordinance Issues 

a. Don Wood dealership, east end of East State St. We are still waiting for a final plan 
for that site. A summary is attached to these minutes of the status of the landscape 
plan for this development including a summary of a meeting between Jeff Wood, 
David Moran (RVC), Ron Lucas (Asst. Service Safety Dir.), Lance Allison (Act. 
Code Director), David Ingram at the Code Office on April 4, 2019. 

 
3. Ron Lucas report – emailed and read by David Ingram 

a. Chris Fahl has asked about the landscape plans for Steak and Shake. (After this 
meeting a copy of the STC minutes for July 2018 was sent to Council Member 
Fahl that included the plan for Steak and Shake. These are also attached to these 
minutes.) 

b. A broad discussion happened at this point in the meeting on the difficulties of 
enforcing both Title 37 and Title 33. It was suggested that the STC meets with the 
Mayor. 

c. Trees in West Union Cemetery are doing well 
d. Mason Chambers will be doing a spring planting 
e. Planting on Earth Day April 22nd at 682 City entrance sign planting 

 
4. Other 

a. Ann Bonner announced the following events 
i. Tree City USA award event, May 3rd in Belpre 

ii. 40th anniversary of the States Urban Forestry Program, at the Columbus 
Expo Center June 21st  

b. Tree in front of CVS on Court St. looks vulnerable. Can the City protect it? 
 

5. Maintenance of the tree canopy 
a. Benefits of Trees brochure 

i. We are ready to turn it over to Ron for completion, addition of website 
and City logo. 

ii. Ann Bonner offered to help with other brochures. 
 

6. Minutes of the March 14, 2019 
a. Motion to approve the minutes from David Sincoff, seconded by Emile Wood. 

The minutes were approved without objection 



 
7. Next meeting is May 9, 2019 at 7:00 PM in the Council Chamber 

 
 
 



Don Wood plan dated 12-03-2015 
Table on SD1.2 
Total site area 31.7 acres 
Impermeable area 188459 sq. ft. / 1527 sq. ft.  = 124 large shade trees 
Permeable area 585715 sq. ft. / 1767 sq. ft. = 332 large shade trees 
 
As noted in the January 14th, 2016 minutes of the Shade Tree Commission, a discussion had 
taken place with David Moran and Colin Widdoes at the RVC offices about the options available 
for this site to come into compliance with Title 37. Following that meeting, the Shade Tree 
Commission expected to receive a plan for final approval at some later date. This has never 
happened. 
 
In summary the site requires 124 large shade trees for the impermeable areas and 332 for the 
permeable area. The latter requirement can easily be met assuming that the trees are allowed to 
grow on the permeable area. There is no need to count trees on this part of the site since the 
owner plans to allow natural regrowth to occur. 
 
The requirement for 124 large shade trees for the impermeable cannot be offset by trees in the 
permeable area except for trees that grow within eight feet of the preamble area. Large shade 
trees that are at least 30’ apart around the perimeter of the impermeable area can count toward 
the required 124. It was that number that was uncertain at the January 14th, 2016 meeting, but 
was expected to be given in the plan submitted to the Shade Tree Commission. If it is not 
possible to reach a total of 124 around the perimeter of the impermeable area, and it is not 
possible plant any trees in sites in holes cut in that area then the Shade Tree Commission can be 
asked to give a variance that would allow trees to be banked, as per Title 37.01.03 (E).   
 
 
 
The above information was discussed at a meeting at the Code Office with Jeff Wood, David 
Moran, Ron Lucas, Lance Allison, David Ingram on April 4, 2019, at 2:00 PM. 
David Moran will provide a final version for approval by the Shade Tree Commission in a few 
weeks. 



Shade	Tree	Commission	
Minutes	

July	11,	2018	at	4:00	pm	
Athens	City	Council	Chambers	

 
 

Meeting Attendees: David Ingram, John Kotowski, Lee Gregg, Nancy Walker, Emilie Wood,  
 
 

1. Title 33: Tree Permit, Right-of-Way Issues, Public Land 
There were no Title 33 Issues that came before the Commission today. 
 

2. Title 37: Landscape Ordinance Issues 
a. There were no Title 37 issues present at the meeting 
b. The Code Officer reported that he had approved the landscape plan for the 

Steak & Shake Restaurant that replaces Ponderosa at 741 E. State St. The 
email from the Code Officer and the plan are attached to these minutes. 

 
3. Report by Ron Lucas – nothing to report 

 
4. Other 

a. Policy on meetings and minutes – to be presented for approval at the next 
meeting, assuming the Law Director has no suggestions for changes. The 
main change is that all approved plans will be attached to the minutes. In 
addition, site meetings of three or more commissioners constitute a meeting 
of the commission and need to be publicized and minuted like any other 
meeting. 

b. S.E. Ohio Tree Care conference is September 20th and is in Athens. Please 
contact Ann Bonner at ODNR for details and registration. 

c. Tree Survival School on Saturday October 20, Baker Waterfront Park in 
Belpre, Washington Co – please contact Ann Bonner for details. 

 
5. Minutes of the June 13th meeting.  

These minutes were recommended for approval by John Kotowski and seconded 
by Emilie Wood.  The Commission unanimously approved the minutes as 
presented. 

 
 



David Ingram <d3ingram@gmail.com>

Steak & Shake Restaurant
1 message

Richard Sirois <rsirois@ci.athens.oh.us> Tue, Jul 10, 2018 at 5:20 PM
To: David C Ingram <d3ingram@gmail.com>, Ron Lucas <rlucas@ci.athens.oh.us>

Hi Shade Tree Committee. This is for your information. Attached is the landscaping plans for Steak & Shake going
where the old Ponderosa restaurant, at 741 East State Street. This project is only 3000 sq ft and does not need to go
to Title 41 and therefore Shade Tree. I have spoken with the owner and discuss the landscaping and looked at
existing trees on the property. The building is going on a smaller footprint and no existing non permeable surface is
being added or removed. 
Sincerely
Rick
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