
























 
MINUTES 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
FEBRUARY 27, 2023 

7:00 p.m. 
 
Members in Attendance:      Micah McCarey, Chair 
       Sarah Grace, Member 
       Sam Crowl, Member 

Alan Swank, Member 
Administrators and 
Other Elected Officials:    President Knisely 
       Mayor Patterson 
       Auditor Hecht 
        
 

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Reduction of Single-Use Plastic Bags (Athens ReThink Plastics, presentation) 
-Swank – discussion of single-use plastic bags is nothing new to the City, it was 
first discussed in 2016 – in 2018 Kroger announced that by 2025 their stores 
would no longer be using single-use plastic bags, and is currently piloting this in 
Richmond, VA, and it seems to be working well – in 2019 the Athens ReThink 
Plastics group was formed, have since partnered with the Sierra Club, and 
obtained grant funds to promote this cause – introduced the members of the 
Athens ReThink Plastics group that will be speaking 
 
-Nancy Pierce – the proposed legislation bans stores and restaurants from 
providing single-use plastic carryout bags to customers at checkout – it does not 
include produce or meat bags – it will include City funds to assist businesses with 
this transition – plastic hugely pollutes our environment, littering our roadsides, 
and filling our oceans – plastic lasts for hundreds of years; it doesn’t decompose, 
but only breaks down into smaller pieces – it contains toxic chemicals not 
designed to be recycled – these micro-plastics are in our air, water and soil – 
they are even in our food chain – recycling plastics is not a solution, less than 
10% of all plastics worldwide are recycled – more than 90% gets dumped or 
incinerated – plastic is a climate issue; it is crucial that we reduce plastic 
production – 10 states and at least 500 additional jurisdictions have a ban or a 
fee for single-use plastics – this legislation will be inconvenient at first, but 
consumers will quickly adjust  
 
-Lee Gregg – spoke to the health impact – chemicals are known to cause cancer 
and disruptions of the hormonal system – the single-use carryout bag is the 



world’s most used consumer product, and banning their use is not only the 
easiest, but would be the most impactful in reducing plastic in our environment 
 
-Janalee Stock – spoke about plastics on human health and the environment – 
plastic pollution is a sleeping giant – plastic waste is a local problem for our 
waterways – it is time to move forward with legislation to ban single-use bags 
 
-Milena Miller – the group will begin installing signs “WAIT, DON’T FORGET TO 
Bring in your BAGS” in windows of local businesses, paid for through a grant 
from the Ohio Sierra Club, and free of charge to participating stores – this 
proposed legislation will reduce the level of waste going to our landfill 
 
-Swank – confirmed by AHRC and Rumpke that single-use plastic bags cause 
operation problems at recycling processing facilities, landfills, and transfer 
stations, and contribute to litter throughout the City of Athens, reducing efficiency 
and increasing cost 
 
-Crowl – asked for clarification on the term “product bag”   
-Pearce – those are items already packaged, or used for in-store produce or bulk 
items  
-Crowl – may need a definition 
 
-McCarey – asked about ways to encourage the use of single-use plastic bags 
and branding opportunities 
-Swank – paper bags are currently being used by Whole Foods, Trader Joes, 
Bath & Body Works, and you need to bring your own bags to Aldi’s – interested 
in having official City of Athens bags to promote our City 
 
-Risner – asked about State of Ohio law 
-Pierce – it is illegal in the State of Ohio to charge a fee, but communities can 
ban single-use bags 
 
-Ziff – is the manager of a local business that has switched to compostable items 
– it is not a large cost to switch from single-use bags – challenged other 
businesses to do the same 
 
-Pierce – this is a first step – plastics matter 
 

• Ohio Valley Museum of Discovery (presentation) – deferred to a later date 
 

• Washington County Jail Contract 
-McCarey – annual contract – daily cost per prisoner increase from $83.00 to 
$100.00, plus any additional cost for medical attention 
 
 



-Swank – asked about 2022 use at this facility 
-Stone – will check and report back 
 
-Grace – clarified that this transfer is only made if our regional jail is full – City 
also uses closer jails that do not require legislation 
 
-Risner – questioned whether this is for both male and female prisoners 
-McCarey – yes 
 
-Mayor – cost of transportation is also borne by the City 

 
 
ITEMS NEEDED ON AN UPCOMING CITY COUNCIL AGENDA: 

1. Single-use Plastics 
2. Washington County Jail contract 
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