
 
MINUTES 

CITY & SAFETY SERVICES COMMITTEE 
AUGUST 2, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

 
Members in Attendance:      Sarah Grace, Chair 
       Chris Fahl, Vice-Chair 
       Micah McCarey, Member 
Administrators and 
Other Elected Officials:    President Knisely 
       Mayor Patterson 
       Service-Safety Director Stone 
       Auditor Hecht 
       Law Director Eliason 
             
        

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation Grant Recipient  
-Grace – City Council is required to accept the grant award of $15,790 to be used 
for the direct purchase of 8 sets of water rescue gear for our Fire Department 

 

• Shafer Street Stormline/Tunnel 
-Grace – significant issue, and costly repair – estimate for repair is $600,000 to 
maintain this vital infrastructure on Shafer Street between W. State and Byard 
 
-Smedley – asked if this is an extension of earlier repair work 
-Mayor – yes 
-Smedley – asked about timeline for repair 
-S-S Director – needs to be repaired this fall – there is a potential for the sinkhole 
to expand 
 
-Fahl – with the current trend of larger rain events in our area, we need to stay 
ahead in the maintenance of our older infrastructure 
 
-Ziff – asked if this is isolated, or can it carry further down the tunnel 
-S-S Director – believes this is an isolated incident to this block, but that’s not to 
say it couldn’t happen, however there is no indication that it has 
 
 
 
 



• West State Park (dugouts) 
-Grace – fields #1 and #2 – need to address drainage issues and improve shade 
– expenditure of up to $65,000 
 
-Fahl – this is in the floodplain – need to be sure City guidelines are followed 
-Mayor – looking at cantilevered shade sails, not cinderblock walls 



MINUTES:  AUGUST 2, 2021  
FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Members in Attendance:      Sam Crowl, Chair 
       Jeff Risner, Vice-Chair 
       Arian Smedley, Member 
        
Administrators and/or 
Other Elected Officials:    President Knisley 
       Mayor Patterson 
       Service-Safety Director Stone 
       Law Director Eliason 
       Auditor Hecht 
             
        

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Appropriations  
 

o Shade Tree Commission 
-Crowl -- ($5,000) to Recreation Fund, 270, for planting and maintenance 
of trees at the West State Park, and at the City’s pocket park lot in the 
Oakmont Subdivision on Carroll Road 

 
-Smedley – asked about the number and types of trees that will be planted 
at the West State Park 
-Mayor – 26 trees – mixed native species 
-Fahl – must be 75% native species, as per the recently updated 
Landscaping Plan 
-Crowl – the Shade Tree Commission has recommended a mix of Oak, 
Sycamore, Tulip Poplar, Catalpa, Hackberry, Kentucky Coffee and 
thornless Honey Locust at the West State Park – at the Oakmont pocket 
park, two Tulip Poplar or Magnolia, both flowering – are considering 
Hazelnut, Sweet Shrub and/or Coral Berry among the trees to keep the 
City from needing to mow  
 
-Risner – asked if pollinators will be included 
-Mayor – not as part of this project 

  
o Scanner for the Treasurer  

-Crowl – ($400) for replacement 
 

• Transfers 
 
-Crowl – the Garbage Fund is struggling; the fund is not balancing – requesting a 
transfer of ($150,000) from the General Fund to the Garbage Fund 
-Mayor – included as part of the transfer is the removal of the Big Belly 
receptacles, and the purchase of new containers 



-Crowl – explained that the City will no longer be contracting to lease receptacles 
from Big Belly at a cost of approximately ($50,000) annually, but will be 
purchasing our own receptacles – fewer pickups were needed with the Big Belly 
solar compaction, but the City’s solid waste contractor continues to pick up every 
day in the uptown area, so not at cost effective as the system could be – the City 
must pay Big Belly for removal of the receptacles – the City will then purchase 
new receptacles – money will be saved in the long-term 
-Mayor – the Big Belly System provided valuable diversion data – diverted 
approximately 40% to recycling – replacements will include dual landfill/recycling 
containers – non-renewal of Big Belly will be more cost effective for City 
 
-Risner – asked if any of the ($150,000) being transferred is to pay for our 
contract with Athens Hocking Recycling Centers (AHRC) 
-S-S Director – ½ is for removal of the Big Belly System and purchasing new 
receptacles, and ½ is to shore up the Garbage Fund because current revenue  
is not keeping pace with the expenditures going to AHRC – it doesn’t change the 
contract 
-Risner – questioned whether this loss of revenue is in any way COVID related 
 
-Grace – would like details as to why the increased funds are needed to shore up 
the Garbage Fund – important to understand why the July, 2020 increase fell 
short 
-Crowl -- agrees 

 

• Racial Equity Training 
-Mayor – serves on the National League of Cities, Race, Equity & Leadership 
Council – a citywide employee survey will take place – this data will be 
informative in order to customize the training platform – the cost for this training 
is approximately $91,650 – you can’t put a price tag on the public health 
emergency that racism is 
 
-Knisely – asked about “community conversations consulting” 
-Mayor – there will be community forums and open dialogue about systemic 
racism 
 
-Risner – asked if the training is mandatory 
-Mayor – yes 
 
-Grace – supports moving forward – this training is invaluable – is pleased that 
the City is taking this step and requiring it for all our staff 
 
-Ziff – extremely important to garner a better understanding of systemic racism 
 
-McCarey – appreciates the survey and customization of the training – asked 
about any mid-point or post training that would let us know how employees are 
responding to this experience, and if there is any noticeable or measurable 
change in implicit bias 
-Mayor – that is not a part of this contract, however, can work with our local 
Racial Equity Coalition on that 
-McCarey – asked about the timeline 
-Mayor – it will take some time – will not hurry through the training, although it will 
be done expeditiously 



 

 

MINUTES 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

AUGUST 2, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Members in Attendance:    Chris Fahl, Chair 
       Jeff Risner, Vice-Chair 
       Sarah Grace, Member 
       Arian Smedley, Member 
 
Administrators and/or Other Elected Officials President Knisely 

Mayor Patterson 
Service-Safety Director Stone 

       Auditor Hecht 
       Law Director Eliason 
         
 
Items Discussed: 
 

• House Bill 282 and Senate Bill 171 
-Fahl – these Bills are considering the sale of brine from oil and gas operations – 
this is a dangerous precedent – it consists of toxic waste, including radiation – if 
approved, it could be sold in our local businesses for general use on sidewalks, 
etc. 
 
-Risner – is aware of the damage brine can have on the land; it is toxic and 
contaminates the soil – it is unhealthy and poisonous – he supports this 
Resolution of opposition 
 
-Grace and Ziff – agree – such Bills could negatively impact our community 
 

 



MINUTES  
TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

AUGUST 2, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 
 
Members in Attendance:      Jeff Risner, Chair 

Sam Crowl, Vice-Chair 
Ben Ziff, Member 

Administrators and/or 
Other Elected Officials:    President Knisely 

Mayor Patterson 
Service-Safety Director Stone 
Law Director Eliason 

       Auditor Hecht 
 

 
ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Ohio University Involvement Fair  
-Risner – a request has been made by the Ohio Campus Involvement Center to 
close a portion of Union Street between Court and College from 10:00 a.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 22nd for Ohio University’s Involvement Fair 
 
-Crowl – supports this initiative and street closure 
 
-Ziff – agrees 
 
-Mayor – hopes this closure can be included next year with the full slate of street 
closure requests that will come to Council in early 2022 

 

• Street Paving (alternative funding) 
-Risner – need to amend the annual street paving and repairs ordinance to 
increase the appropriation from ($50,000) to ($81,500) in the Street Fund to 
include crack sealing; to appropriate ($233,000) to the APR Income Tax Fund for 
paving/parking lot construction at West State Park; to increase the appropriation 
from ($250,000) to ($281,500) to include restoration of the East State Street 
concrete median near Bob Evans; and to increase the total expenditure from 
($300,000) to ($596,000), as appropriated, for Project (#337) 
 
-Ziff – pleased with the appropriation to revitalize the west state ballfields 
 
-Crowl – soccer community has approached him to discuss using funds for other 
facilities – would like those to be reviewed 
 
-Smedley – asked if this is repaving and expansion 



-Mayor – it is repaving the existing parking and creating roughly 80 additional 
parking spaces – vehicles are parking on the grass – noted that the 
Administration is tracking the need for improvements to a number of our 
recreational areas 
-Smedley – hopeful the restrooms and concession stand can be improved – 
would like to see an overall plan as it relates to all of our parks 
 
-Fahl – this park is in our wellhead protection area – need to be very careful as to 
flow and absorption of run-off to our single source aquifer that is very vulnerable 
to pollution – prior to paving, would like to see a diagram of the paving area and 
runoff diversion efforts to protect both the river (aquifer recharge area) and our 
wellhead  
 
-McCarey – asked how these allocations might contribute to or even accelerate 
the complete streets plan 
-Mayor – a future Union Street connector to the Park would include multimodal 
transportation and sidewalks 
 
-President – asked the Mayor if Fahl’s request regarding the drainage design of 
the West State Park as part of the construction plans, prior to the actual paving, 
can be discussed at second reading of the Ordinance 
-Mayor – there is currently a drainage ditch at the current parking lot, but will look 
at other protection measures  

 
-Ziff – asked if this is a redesign of the flower bed area, or a repair of the 
concrete  
-Mayor – not a redesign, but a repair of the crumbling curb 
 
-Rob Delach, Morris Avenue – is an advocate for complete streets – always 
reviews the City’s proposed paving plans to see if there is an opportunity to 
suggest adding bike lanes – expressed concern with the West State Park parking 
lot construction in the City’s Wellhead Protection Area, and questioned if the APR 
Advisory Board provided input  
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