
A G E N D A 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 21, 2020 
e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 

7:00 P.M. 
 

 
1. Establish Quorum 
2. Disposition of Minutes: 

• Regular Session held January 6, 2020 
 
3. Communications 
4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials 
5. Ordinances for First Reading: 
 
0-01-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN SOURCEWELL, A 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM.  Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-02-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING UNNEEDED OR OBSOLETE MUNICIPAL 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD BY INTERNET AUCTION.   
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-03-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO BORROW UP TO ($500,000.00) 
TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.  Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-04-20 
AN ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $500,000 OF NOTES BY 
THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO, IN ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF BONDS 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF PAYING PART OF THE COSTS OF ACQUIRING A NEW 
FIRE TRUCK AND RELATED EQUIPMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-05-20 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 118-19; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH FINLEY FIRE EQUIPMENT 
CO., INC., TO PURCHASE A FIRE PUMPER TRUCK.   
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-06-20 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2020 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE. 
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-07-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF A PRIOR YEAR EXPENSE; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 



0-08-20 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 131-19, 2020 STAFFING LEVELS. 
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 
 
0-09-20 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 52-19; GRANTING AN ENHANCED 
ACCESS EASEMENT TO ALLOW UTILITIES TO PROPERTY CONTIGUOUS TO 
HOPE DRIVE.  Introduced by Council Member Fahl 
 
0-10-20 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT TO OHIO 
UNIVERSITY, OWNER, 338 WEST STATE STREET, TO ALLOW A GROUND 
MOUNTED SIGN.  Introduced by Council Member Fahl 
 
0-11-20 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT TO OHIO 
UNIVERSITY TO ALLOW A HISTORICAL MARKER ON MULBERRY STREET NEAR 
BAKER CENTER AND JUNCTION WITH SOUTH COURT STREET.   
Introduced by Council Member Fahl 
 
0-12-20 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT TO HARRY 
LEVINE, OWNER, 40 HOOPER STREET, FOR LAWN PURPOSES, TO MEET LOT 
SIZE REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EXISTING HISTORIC STRUCTURE. 
Introduced by Council Member Fahl 
 
0-13-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF SOFTENING SALT FOR THE 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT.  Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 
0-14-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN VEHICLES NO LONGER 
NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.  Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 
0-15-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOR THE ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.  
Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 
0-16-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VACUUM TRUCK FOR THE 
ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 
0-17-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF WATER VALVE EXERCISING 
EQUIPMENT.  Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 
 
 
0-18-20 



AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO AN LPA FEDERAL LOCAL-LET PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE SAFE 
ROUTES TO SCHOOLS, GRANT STREET PROJECT (#331).  
Introduced by Council Member Kotses 
 
0-19-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOLS, 
GRANT STREET PROJECT (#331).  Introduced by Council Member Kotses 
 
0-20-20 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER 
INTO AN LPA/STATE PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR A BRIDGE PAINTING PROJECT WITHIN THE 
CORPORATION BOUNDARY ON STATE ROUTE 50 (PID 79207); AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.  Introduced by Council Member Kotses 
 
6. One-Reading Resolution: 
 
R-01-20 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE BIPARTISAN OHIO FAIRNESS ACT.  
Introduced by All Members of Council 
 
7. Announcements & Other Business: 
 

• Motion to Accept the December, 2019, Credit Card Transactions 
• Zoning Appeal Board – Confirm Mayor’s Reappointment 
• Disabilities Commission – Confirm Mayor’s Reappointment 
• Athens Municipal Arts Commission – Confirm Mayor’s Reappointments 
• Housing Appeals Board – Reappointment 
 

8. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and 
 City Services Not Covered on the Agenda 
9. Adjournment 
 
       Chris Knisely 
       President of Council 
 
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act.  
Requests for reasonable accommodation may be made with the ADA 
Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-3367. 



   
        0-01-20 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN SOURCEWELL, A 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM.   
 
 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 9.48 provides the opportunity for 
political subdivisions to participate in a joint purchasing program operated by or 
through a national or state association for the acquisition of equipment, materials, 
supplies or services; and 
 
 WHEREAS, through participation in said association the City of Athens is 
exempt from any competitive selection procedures, otherwise required by law, if the 
contract in which it is participating was awarded pursuant to a publicly solicited 
request for a proposal or a competitive selection procedure of another political 
subdivision within the State of Ohio or in another state;  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:    The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to register with 
Sourcewell, a cooperative purchasing Program for the purpose of participating in a 
joint purchasing program in which the City of Athens is eligible for membership, for 
the acquisition of equipment, materials, supplies or services.   
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
____________________________ _____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 



   
        0-02-20 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING UNNEEDED OR OBSOLETE MUNICIPAL 
PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE SOLD BY INTERNET AUCTION.   
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Athens City Council, in accordance with Ohio Revised Code 
Section 721.15(D), hereby authorizes the Service-Safety Director, or his 
representative, to contract with a representative to conduct Internet Auctions for the 
selling of unneeded or obsolete municipal property, and shall require the bidder to 
pay all fees, taxes, and charges.  Auction items will be advertised for no less than ten 
(10) days, including Saturdays, Sundays, and legal holidays.     

 
 SECTION II:  and it shall be in full force and effect upon its passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 

 
 

     ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
___________________________ ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 
 



                    0-03-20 
 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee 
   
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO BORROW UP TO 
($500,000.00) TOWARD THE PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Auditor is hereby authorized to borrow up to Five 
Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) on a one year note at the most 
favorable interest rate toward the purchase of a new fire truck. 
 
 SECTION II:  The 2020 Appropriation Ordinance 130-19, is hereby 
amended by appropriating from the unappropriated balance, the sum of Two 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($250,000.00) to Capital Improvements Fund, 
580, T.C. 500, and Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($500,000.00) to General 
Fund, Fire, 101.208, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said 
amount. 
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary 
for the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City 
of Athens, Ohio, to provide for the orderly financing and considerable savings 
offered on a 30-day quote, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
_____________________    ________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor     











   
     0-05-20 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Services Committee 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 118-19; AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-
SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH FINLEY FIRE 
EQUIPMENT CO., INC., TO PURCHASE A FIRE PUMPER TRUCK. 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: Section II of Ordinance 118-19 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  
 
Section II:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to Seven 
Hundred Fifty Thousand Dollars ($750,000.00) AS FOLLOWS: 
 
$250,000.00 from Capital Improvements Fund, 580, T.C. 500, AND 
 
$500,0000 FROM GENERAL FUND, FIRE, 101.208, T.C. 500, for said purchase. 
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 



 
    0-06-20 
 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2020 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 

SECTION I:  The 2020 Appropriation Ordinance 130-19, is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums: 
 
Thirty-Six Thousand Two Hundred Eight Dollars ($36,208.00) to General Fund, Fire, 
101.208, T.C. 500, for a grant that has been awarded for extrication tools; 
 
Seven Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($7,200.00) to Recreation Fund, 270, T.C. 500, 
for equipment at the West State Street Park ballfields; and 
 
Three Million Six Hundred Thousand Dollars ($3,600,000.00) to Medical Insurance 
Fund, 866, T.C. 300, to pay 2020 medical bills, and increasing the total appropriations 
by said amounts.   
 
 SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________  
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 



    0-07-20 
 
 
Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair 
   Finance & Personnel Committee 
 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF A PRIOR YEAR EXPENSE; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Auditor is hereby authorized to expend up to Seven 
Thousand Two Hundred Dollars ($7,2000.00) from Recreation Fund, 270, T.C. 500, 
to pay a prior year expense to BSN Sports.   
  
 SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, safety and welfare of the residents of the City of 
Athens in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
     _________________________  
     President of Council 
 
ATTEST:    APPROVED: 
 
_____________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council   Mayor 























































































         0-13-20 
 
 
Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee 
   
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF SOFTENING SALT FOR THE 
WATER TREATMENT PLANT. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract for the purchase of softening 
salt. 
 
 SECTION II: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
One Hundred Sixty-Five Thousand Dollars ($165,000.00), for said purchase. 
 
          SECTION III: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
  
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:       
 
________________________    
Clerk of Council 
 
APPROVED: 
 
________________________ 
Mayor 



             0-14-20 
 
Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair 
              City & Safety Services Committee 
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF CERTAIN VEHICLES NO LONGER 
NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE. 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following vehicles no 
longer needed for a municipal purpose: 
 
       VEHICLE         SERIAL/VIN #         FIXED ASSET#       MILEAGE  
AFD – 2007 Ford Expedition    1FMFU16547LA97344 850283  173,352 
APD – 1994 Ford F150    1FTEX15N9RKA38484 850370            
APD – 2004 Chevy Impala    2G1WF55K549388489 850225 
APD – 2006 Honda Accord    1HGCM66506A057231 850354 
APD – 2008 Chevy Aveo     KL1TD56618B137739 850371 
EPW – 1977 Intl. Leafer     D1035GCA27349  850166     57,545 
EPW – 1985 E.B. Roller     SRH85157W  800008 
EPW – 1989 Amer. Leafer     WD800493467367  800086  
EPW – 1991 Intl. Dump Truck   1HTSDZ7R6MH341757 850086   101,384 
EPW – 1993 Ford Paint Truck   1FDKE37HXPHA87694 850114     12,022 
EPW – 1997 Case End-Loader  JEE0054500  800205 
EPW – 1997 Ford Leafer     1FDXH81C9VVA23703 800198      25,329 
EPW – 1998 Case Backhoe     JJG0267705      
EPW – 2002 Dodge Caravan     1B4GP45322B658007 850205   111,945 
EPW – 2002 Chevy Blazer     IGNDT13WO2K236631 850202     80,401 
EPW – 2002 Ford F550     1FDAF57F62EB11356 850206     20,448 
EPW – 2003 Chevy S-10     1GCCS14H238257938 850246               63,026 
EPW – 2005 Ford F350 XL 4x4 1FTWF31535EA53273 850229     93,389 
EPW – 2008 GMC Bucket Tr.    1GDE4C1948F417361 800660     55,104 
 

SECTION II: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to dispose of 
said vehicles by donation to other governmental agencies or non-profit (501C) 
organizations, auction, sealed bids, trade-in, or sell for scrap. 
 SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
        ____________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
   ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
   ____________________________ _____________________________ 
   Clerk of Council    Mayor 



         0-15-20 
 
Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A DUMP TRUCK CHASSIS 
FOR THE ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.  
 
 WHEREAS, this truck is used exclusively for asphalt patching, and will replace 
a 2001 Ford F-350 with 108,567 miles, and has been approved for disposal (0-47-19); 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract with the lowest and best bidder, 
or use one of the City’s cooperative purchasing programs, for the purchase of a dump 
truck chassis for the Engineering & Public Works Department.  
 
 SECTION II:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Seventy Thousand Dollars ($70,000.00) from Street Fund, 220, T.C. 500, for said 
equipment.  
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  



         0-16-20 
 
Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A VACUUM TRUCK FOR 
THE ENGINEERING & PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
 
 WHEREAS, this truck is needed for daily operations, and it will replace a 1990 
model that is no longer operable and has been approved for disposal (0-47-19);  
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract with the lowest and best bidder, 
or use one of the City’s cooperative purchasing programs, for the purchase of a 
vacuum truck for the Engineering & Public Works Department.  
 
 SECTION II:  The 2020 Appropriation Ordinance 130-19 is hereby amended to 
appropriate from the unappropriated balance the sum of Three Hundred Thousand 
Dollars ($300,000.00) to Sewer-Stormwater Fund, 755, T.C. 500; Twenty Thousand 
Dollars ($20,000.00) to Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; and Eighty Thousand Dollars 
($80,000.00) to Sewer Fund, 750, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by 
said amounts. 
 
 SECTION II:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Four Hundred Thousand Dollars ($400,000.00) for the purchase of a vacuum truck as 
follows:   
 
Three Hundred Thousand Dollars ($300,000.00) from Sewer-Stormwater Fund, 755, 
T.C. 500; 
 
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) from Water Fund, 740, T.C. 500; and  
 
Fifty Thousand Dollars ($80,000.00) from Sewer Fund, 750, T.C. 500. 
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  



         0-17-20 
 
Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair 
   City & Safety Services Committee  
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF WATER VALVE 
EXERCISING EQUIPMENT.  
 
 WHEREAS, the OEPA, as part of new asset management regulations, requires 
that system water valves be exercised regularly and reported; and 
 WHEREAS, the funds for said equipment were encumbered in 2019, P.O. 
#96381; 
 
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to advertise and 
accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract with the lowest and best bidder 
for the purchase of water valve exercising equipment.  
 
 SECTION II:  The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to expend up to 
Ninety Thousand Dollars ($90,000.00) from Water Plant Fund, 740.637, T.C. 500, for 
said equipment.  
 
 SECTION III:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      ____________________________ 
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
        
__________________________  ____________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor  











































             
 

     0-19-20 
 
Introduced by Peter Kotses, Chair 
   Transportation Committee                                          
 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO 
ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE SAFE ROUTES 
TO SCHOOLS, GRANT STREET PROJECT (#331).  
 
 WHEREAS, the City has been awarded ($194,090) under the Federal- 
ODOT administered Safe Routes to Schools Program, and 
 
 WHEREAS, sidewalks will be constructed along Grant Street;  
  
 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, 
OHIO: 
 
 SECTION I: The Service-Safety Director is hereby authorized to 
advertise and accept bids, where necessary, and enter into contract(s) with 
the lowest and best bidder for construction and construction engineering 
services for the Safe Routes to Schools, Grant Street Project (#331).  
 

SECTION II: The 2020 Appropriation Ordinance, 0-130-20, is hereby 
amended by appropriating from the unappropriated balance the sum of One 
Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand Ninety Dollars ($194,090.00) to Small Cities 
Fund, 589, T.C. 500, and increasing the total appropriations by said amount.  

 
SECTION III:   The Service-Safety Director is here authorized to 

expend up to One Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand Ninety Dollars 
($194,090.00) from Small Cities Fund, 589, T.C. 500, for said sidewalk 
construction. 

  
SECTION IV:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its 

passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
      _________________________
      President of Council 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED: 
 
_________________________  _________________________ 
Clerk of Council    Mayor 











       R-01-20 
 
Introduced by All Members of Council 
      
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE BIPARTISAN OHIO FAIRNESS ACT.  

WHEREAS, the Ohio Senate and House of Representatives are currently 
considering the Ohio Fairness Act (SB11, HB369); and 

WHEREAS, this legislation amends Ohio’s anti-discrimination laws to 
include sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression as protected 
classes, expanding legal protections in housing, employment, and access to 
public accommodations; and 

WHEREAS, in 1998, this Council reaffirmed its commitment to diversity 
and inclusion by prohibiting discrimination in housing, employment, and public 
accommodations on the basis of sexual orientation; and 

WHEREAS, in 2010, this Council strengthened its commitment to fairness 
and tolerance by adding the protected category of "gender identity or expression" to 
the City's existing non-discrimination policy; and  

WHEREAS, in 2017, this Council enacted a ban on the harmful practice of 
conversion therapy, prohibiting any "efforts to change sexual orientation or gender 
identity with a minor"; and  

WHEREAS, the Ohio Fairness Act would empower all Ohio residents to more 
fully contribute in the workplace, engage in commerce, and participate in civic life 
without fear of discrimination; and 

WHEREAS, nearly three quarters of Ohioans favor employment and 
housing laws that make it illegal to discriminate based on sexual orientation or 
gender identity, and of the state’s top 98 employers, over 80 have 
nondiscrimination policies; 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF ATHENS, OHIO: 

SECTION I: The City of Athens strongly supports the Ohio Fairness Act, and 
urges members of the Ohio Legislature to act with fairness and justice in ensuring 
that all Ohioans enjoy freedom from discrimination.  

SECTION II: The Clerk of Council is hereby directed to send a copy of this 
Resolution to Ohio House Speaker Larry Householder, Ohio Senate President Larry  



 

Obhof, House Civil Justice Committee Chair Stephen D. Hambley, Senate Judiciary 
Committee Chair John Eklund, Representative Jay Edwards, Senator Frank 
Hoagland, and to all other members of the Ohio House Civil Justice Committee and 
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee.  

SECTION III: It is found and determined that all formal actions of this Council 
concerning and relating to the passage of this resolution were adopted in an open 
meeting of this Council, and that all such deliberations of this Council and of any of 
its committees that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the 
public in compliance with all legal requirements.  
 
 SECTION IV:  This Resolution shall take effect at the earliest date permitted 
by law.   
  
       ___________________________ 
       President of Council 
 
ATTEST:      APPROVED: 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________ 
Clerk of Council     Mayor 
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