




















MINUTES 
CITY & SAFETY SERVICES COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Members in Attendance:   Kent Butler, Chair  

Peter Kotses, Vice-Chair 
Chris Fahl, Member 
 

Administrators and/or 
Other Elected Officials: President Knisely 

Mayor Patterson 
 
 
  

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Fire Headquarters (grant to replace diesel exhaust/ventilation system)  
-Butler – our Fire Chief was successful in receiving a $51,000 Assistance to 
Firefighter grant, specifically to remove diesel exhaust from the building where 
our firefighters operate and reside, eat, and sleep – this is essential to the safety 
and well-being of our employees – Station 2 on Richland Avenue was successful 
last year in receiving a similar grant for the same equipment – additionally, any 
residual grant monies can be used to purchase an updated and more utilitarian, 
better built boat trailer to enhance the Fire Department’s water rescue efforts – 
this would help first responders do their job more safely and efficiently – this 
trailer would be a double-stacking foldable trailer – cost of the new trailer is 
approximately $11,000  
 
-Mayor – sees the need for this updated boat trailer as a real health and safety 
issue – acknowledged that this same exhaust system installed at Station 2 last 
year has mitigated the health concern of the diesel exhaust 
 
-Butler – indicated that the City’s grant match is 10% 
 
-Kotses – asked if the exhaust is more an issue today with the larger sized trucks  
-Stone – noted that cities are paying closer attention to this environmental risk 
and the safety of employees 
 



MINUTES 
FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Members in Attendance:   Jeff Risner, Chair 
    Kent Butler, Vice-Chair 
    Sam Crowl, Member 
     
Administrators and/or 
Other Elected Officials: President Knisely 

Mayor Patterson 
Service-Safety Director Stone 
Auditor Hecht 
 
 

ITEMS DISCUSSED: 
 

• Credit Card Policy  
-Risner – Council needs to approve a City-wide credit card policy 
 
-Auditor – updated Council on the process – feedback has been received from 
some City departments as to use of their City credit card – a State Bill was 
signed into law by Governor Kasich on August 2nd – February 2nd is the effective 
date – would like to have legislation in place by January 1st  
 

• Fire Pumper Truck (note renewal) 
-Risner – the City would like to pay down $100,000, and renew the note for one 
year in the principal amount of $323,411 at 1.69% interest 
 
-Auditor – City will match Ohio University’s $50,000 
 

• Appropriations/Transfers 
-Risner – the City has been awarded a NOPEC Energized Community (NEC) 
grant, on a reimbursement basis 
 
-Auditor – will require an appropriation of $9,200 to the Transportation Fund 
 
-S-S Director – grant will be used to purchase six (6) Bus Shelter Solar Panel 
Lighting Kits at a cost of $11,250 – three (3) of these kits will be used for the bus 
shelters that will be installed along East State Street this fall/winter – the kits will 
be shipped 6-8 weeks after placing the order – once the invoice has been 
received a disbursement check for $11,250 will be requested from NOPEC, and 
the money will be returned to the appropriate Transportation Fund line 



 
-Risner – asked about specific locations for the shelters 
-S-S Director – he will provide that information to the Council  
 
-Auditor – interfund transfer is needed from Parking Fund to Parking Garage 
Debt Fund to pay the note due on October 19th – outstanding principal on the 
renovations is about $1.5 million – owe a scheduled bond payment in the 
amount of $125,000 principal and $38,000 plus, for interest – requested 
suspension at second reading 
 
 

ITEMS NEEDED ON THE NEXT CITY COUNCIL AGENDA: 
1. Fire Pumper Truck Note Renewal 
2. Appropriations/Transfers 

 
 



 
 

MINUTES 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

SEPTEMBER 24, 2018 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Members in Attendance: Chris Fahl, Chair 
    Jeff Risner, Vice-Chair 
    Sarah Grace, Member 
    Patrick McGee, Member 
 
Administrators and/or 
Other Elected Officials: President Knisely 

Mayor Patterson 
    Service-Safety Director Stone 
    
Items Discussed: 
 

• Revocable License Request (Devil’s Kettle Brewing, 97 Columbus Road) 
-Fahl – the City Planning Commission voted 4-0 to recommend City 
Council approval of a revocable license for use of the public right-of-way, 
and as part of the review process, the Administrative Departments have all 
signed off on the 10-year Revocable License Application  

 
-Stone – explained that this is an existing patio and it was discovered to 
be in the right-of-way when reviewing an outdoor food operation – noted 
that this is an example of the legislation proposed earlier that would 
modify the approval process, and instead of City Council approval, would 
be handled administratively as a special right-of-way permit – he has no 
issue with this request – the use is for an approximately 20’ x 24’ concrete 
pad that is part of an existing larger zoning approved patio – it does not 
interfere with the public right-of-way  
 
-Risner – acknowledged that this isn’t the only business that may be 
encroaching on the City right-of-way 
-Stone – if one should become a problem, it can be revoked – they are in 
the right-of-way by permission, not by an easement that may give them 
over-arching rights 
 
 
 
 



-McGee – asked whether the r-o-w extends beyond the width of the 
sidewalk 
-Stone – again, there are varying widths – sometimes the r-o-w will go a 
couple of feet past the sidewalk, and in some instances the r-o-w extends 
much further than the sidewalk, almost to the fronts of buildings 

 
• Request for Signage (26 East Park Drive)  

-Fahl – noted that the requested sign would be in the area of the municipal 
pool – Nicholas Bittner is requesting authorization to install a sign on City 
property – sign would be for multiple businesses  
 
-Nicholas Bittner, Canterbury Drive – acknowledged that this would be a 
monument sign on City property (see attached) – he believes the sign 
would be on the East State Street r-o-w, at the southeast corner of the 
intersection of East State and East Park Drive, approximately 5’ from the 
sidewalk – sign would not be illuminated 
 
-Fahl – this multi-business signage could be a good model for East State – 
has more flexibility – will need to establish whether it is on the r-o-w 
 
-Grace – asked if the faceplate of the sign could be changed easily  
-Bittner – the actual sign itself is painted aluminum, with an applied vinyl 
used for various entities that could be easily added or removed over time 
 
-Stone – questioned whether the sign location is in the r-o-w, or on the 
Community Center parcel 
-Bittner – used the survey work done by the Buckley Group for the East 
State Street project – it appeared that the sign would be primarily in the  
r-o-w 
-Stone – indicated that City Council will need to approve it either way 
-Fahl – it will need to be established whether it is fully on the r-o-w, or 
partially on City property before moving forward 
 
-Grace – asked why the sign would be on the east side of East Park Drive 
as opposed to the west side where most of the businesses are located 
-Bittner – there is not enough space on the west side 
 
-Mayor – asked if there would be any reflective elements on the sign 
-Bittner – is proposing that the applied vinyl be reflective, but not the sign 
itself 
-Mayor – concerned that reflective material may impede motorists’ line of 
sight 
-Bittner – it is not critical that it be reflective – could be a matt finish 
 
 
 



-Mayor – asked about liability if a motorist should hit the sign 
-Fahl – the application for a revocable license includes the need for liability 
coverage by the applicant 
 
 
 

ITEMS NEEDED ON THE NEXT CITY COUNCIL AGENDA: 
1. Devil’s Kettle 
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