
Board of Zoning Appeals
Minutes

June 11, 2019

Members present:  John Golzy (Chairperson), Edward Baum, Lisa Carson, Kay Tousley.

City officials present:  Paul Eschenbacher (secretary).

The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm in City Council Chambers, third floor of City 
Hall.  The Chairperson introduced a video about the policies and procedures of the Board.  The 
Chairperson then swore in, under oath, those intending to give testimony.

Case #19-05V 21 Hudson Avenue Zone R-1 Anthony & Julia Fahrion,
appellants

Appellant is requesting a variance from ACC 23.10, Table A, Schedule of Bulk Controls, to
allow construction of a building on a lot with thirty-three percent (33%) building lot 
coverage where thirty percent (30%) building lot coverage is the maximum allowed.

The Chairperson asked the secretary if the proposed house was similar to other houses in 
the neighborhood.  The secretary said that it would be similar.  Mr. Baum asked if the front 
setback would be consistent with neighboring houses.  The secretary said that the front setback 
would line up with the other houses.

The Chairperson called on the appellant.
Tony Fahrion addressed the Board.  Mr. Fahrion said that the lot is perfect for affordable 

housing.  He added that he picked a house style that will fit the neighborhood.  Mr. Fahrion 
indicated that the lot would have 55% greenspace whereas the Athens City Code bulk controls 
require a minimum of 40% greenspace.  He stated that he was building this house for a young 
couple.

Mr. Baum asked to confirm that it will be a single family house.  Mr. Fahrion said that it 
would be a single family house.

The secretary read aloud a letter of support for the variance from Patrick Daugherty.

On a motion by Ms. Carson, seconded by Mr. Baum, the Board moved to grant a variance 
to the property at 21 Hudson Avenue from ACC 23.10, Table A, Schedule of Bulk Controls,
to allow construction of a building on a lot with thirty-three percent (33%) building lot 
coverage where thirty percent (30%) building lot coverage is the maximum allowed.
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FINDINGS:

1.) EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES:  The size of the lot.

2.) HARDSHIP AND DIFFICULTY:  The building will not be very large; it would be 
difficult to go smaller.

3.) PRESERVATION OF EQUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS:  Yes, due to the small size.

4.) MINIMUM VARIANCE:  Yes, as the extra 3% lot coverage is 156 square feet, or the 
size of a small room.

5.) ABSENCE OF DETRIMENT:  Yes, referencing the letter of support.

6.) NOT OF A GENERAL NATURE:  Yes.

The Chairperson called for a vote:  Yes -- Baum, Carson, Golzy, Tousley.  No – no one.  Motion 
approved 4-0; variance granted.

OTHER BUSINESS:
--Disposition of minutes from May 14, 2019 meeting.  On a motion by Mr. Baum, seconded by 
Ms. Tousley, the Board moved to accept the minutes as presented from the May 14, 2019 
meeting.  Motion approved 3-0.
--Discussion of City zoning code changes.  Mr. Baum and Mr. Golzy wanted to make sure this is 
included for the next meeting.  The secretary said it would be on the next agenda.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:22pm.

John Golzy (Chairperson)

Paul Eschenbacher (secretary)
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