
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2023 - 7:00 PM 
e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 

Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  
 
 
 
 
 

 

1. Committee of the Whole  

 • Wayne National Forest (renaming) 

2. Establish Quorum  

3. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session of City Council held August 21, 2023 

4. Communications  

5. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

6. Ordinance for Third Reading:  

 • 0-78-23 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING PERMANENT UTILITY RIGHT-OF WAY 
EASEMENTS FROM OCULUS ACQUISTIONS, LLC FOR ACCESS TO THE 
EXISTING CITY LIFT STATION AT UNIVERSITY ESTATES.   Introduced by 
Council Member Grace 

7. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

0-82-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE “AGREEMENT 
ESTABLISHING THE NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC),” AND A 
NATURAL GAS PROGRAM AGREEMENT WITH NOPEC, AND RELATED 
MATTERS.  Introduced by All Members of Council 

0-83-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A 25-
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YEAR EASEMENT WITH OHIO UNIVERSITY TO REPLACE A WATERLINE.  Introduced by 
Council Member Grace 

0-84-23 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 39 HOOPER 
STREET TO PATRICK AND JAMES BALDING, OWNERS, FOR CONTINUED USE OF THE 
CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR AN EXISTING FENCE. Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 

0-85-23 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION FROM MADISON 
ENERGY COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION/UTILITY PIPELINE LTD, FOR USE OF THE 
CITY’S RIGHT-OF-WAY.  Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 

0-86-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF A POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.  Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-87-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-22. 
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

8. Ordinances for First Reading:  

0-88-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN 
AGREEMENT WITH THE LE-AX REGIONAL WATER DISTRICT FOR RELEASE OF 
CERTAIN REAL ESTATE PARCELS TO THE CITY FOR WATER SERVICE ALONG DAIRY 
LANE.  Introduced by Council Member McCarey 

0-89-23 
AN ORDINANCE DECLARING CERTAIN POLICE DEPARTMENT FIREARMS NO LONGER 
NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.  Introduced by Council Member McCarey  

0-90-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ENTER INTO AN 
LPA FEDERAL LOCAL-LET PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH THE STATE OF OHIO, 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATON, FOR SIDEWALK, ACCESSIBILITY, AND TRAFFIC 
SIGNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE UPTOWN AREA, PROJECT (#329); AND DECLARING 
AN EMERGENCY.  Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-91-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE AND 
ACCEPT BIDS, WHERE NECESSARY, AND ENTER INTO CONTRACTS FOR 
CONSTRUCTION AND CONSTRUCTION ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE UPTOWN 
IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT (#329).  Introduced by Council Member Risner 
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0-92-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-
22.  Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

9. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Appointment to the Community Relations Commission 

 • Reappointment to the Income Tax Review Board 

10. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

11. Adjournment  

 

Chris Knisely  
President of Council 

  
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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September 5, 2023

Forest Supervisor Lee Stewart
Wayne National Forest
13799 US Highway 33
Nelsonville, Ohio 45764

Supervisor Stewart,

Athens City Council is writing to support a name change for the Wayne National 
Forest, which we understand is in response to requests from Indian tribes and 
community members.  We concur that it is important to have a name that 
“reflects the historical importance” of the only national forest in Ohio. 

As “Ohio” is the Iroquois word meaning great river, we think the use of this word 
provides a significant heritage link.  For these reasons, we support a name 
change to incorporate “Ohio” to convey its significance to the state, and for the 
forest to be named The Ohio National Forest.

_____________________________ ______________________________
Christine Knisely, President Sarah Grace, At Large

______________________________  ______________________________
Micah McCarey, At Large Ben Ziff, At Large

______________________________ ______________________________
Solveig Spjeldnes, 1st Ward Jeff Risner, 2nd Ward  

______________________________ ______________________________
Sam Crowl, 3rd Ward Alan Swank, 4th Ward

Cc: Tom Vilsack, secretary of the U.S. Dept. of Agriculture; Randy Moore, Chief of the 
U.S. Forest Service
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   0-78-23

Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING PERMANENT UTILITY RIGHT-OF WAY 
EASEMENTS FROM OCULUS ACQUISTIONS, LLC FOR ACCESS TO THE 
EXISTING CITY LIFT STATION AT UNIVERSITY ESTATES.   

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Athens City Council does hereby accept utility easements from 
Oculus Acquisitions, LLC for access to the existing City lift station at University 
Estates.  Said agreement grants and conveys to the Grantee permanent utility right-of-
way easements needed for access to the existing City lift station at University Estates 
and the right to maintain, repair, and replace, as needed, utility lines in the easement 
areas, more fully described in the agreement attached hereto and incorporated herein 
by reference.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor

Page 5 of 90



Page 6 of 90



Page 7 of 90



Page 8 of 90



Page 9 of 90



Page 10 of 90



Page 11 of 90



Page 12 of 90



Page 13 of 90



Page 14 of 90



Page 15 of 90



Page 16 of 90



Page 17 of 90



Page 18 of 90



Page 19 of 90



Page 20 of 90



Page 21 of 90



Page 22 of 90



Page 23 of 90



Page 24 of 90



Page 25 of 90



Page 26 of 90



Page 27 of 90



Page 28 of 90



Page 29 of 90



Page 30 of 90



Page 31 of 90



Page 32 of 90



Page 33 of 90



Page 34 of 90



Page 35 of 90



Page 36 of 90



Page 37 of 90



Page 38 of 90



Page 39 of 90



Page 40 of 90



Page 41 of 90



Page 42 of 90



Page 43 of 90



Page 44 of 90



Page 45 of 90



Page 46 of 90



Page 47 of 90



Page 48 of 90



Page 49 of 90



Page 50 of 90



Page 51 of 90



Page 52 of 90



Page 53 of 90



Page 54 of 90



Page 55 of 90



Page 56 of 90



Page 57 of 90



Page 58 of 90



Page 59 of 90



Page 60 of 90



          0-86-23

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
            Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF A POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE 
NO LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following Athens Police 
Department vehicle no longer needed for a municipal purpose:

       VEHICLE            SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#       
(APD)  2017 Jeep     1C4NJRBB9HD129560 850331

SECTION II: The above-listed vehicle is hereby authorized for disposal by 
donation to other governmental agencies, auction, sealed bids, trade-in, sell for scrap, 
or by Enterprise wholesale auctions or other Enterprise outlets.  

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

 ____________________________
President of Council

   ATTEST: APPROVED:

   ____________________________ _____________________________
   Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-87-23

Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-22.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance 155-22 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Three Thousand Six Hundred Forty Dollars ($3,640.00) to General Fund, Lands & 
Buildings, 101.112, T.C. 200, for the 2023 NOPEC Energized Community Grant; and

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to Water Fund, Administration 740.636, 
T.C. 300, for payments to Le-Ax Rural Water District under the Kershaw Greene 
agreement, and increasing the total appropriations by the same amounts.  
     
          SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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