
 

AGENDA 
ATHENS CITY COUNCIL 

MONDAY, AUGUST 21, 2023 - 7:00 PM 
e-mail:  dwalker@ci.athens.oh.us 

Streaming is available at www.ci.athens.oh.us/video  
 

 

1. Establish Quorum  

2. Disposition of Minutes:  

 • Regular Session held August 7, 2023 

3. Communications  

4. Reports and Communications from Other Elected Officials  

5. Ordinances for Second Reading:  

 • 0-78-23 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING PERMANENT UTILITY RIGHT-OF WAY 
EASEMENTS FROM OCULUS ACQUISTIONS, LLC FOR ACCESS TO THE 
EXISTING CITY LIFT STATION AT UNIVERSITY ESTATES.   Introduced by 
Council Member Grace 

 • 0-79-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 65-23, THE 2023 APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE.   
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

 • 0-80-23 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A THEN-AND-NOW CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT 
TO BDG ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS FOR PARKING GARAGE 
IMPROVEMENTS, PHASE III, PROJECT #362; AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY.   
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

 • 0-81-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-
22.  Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

6. Ordinances for First Reading:  
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0-82-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO THE “AGREEMENT 
ESTABLISHING THE NORTHEAST OHIO PUBLIC ENERGY COUNCIL (NOPEC),” AND A 
NATURAL GAS PROGRAM AGREEMENT WITH NOPEC, AND RELATED 
MATTERS.  Introduced by All Members of Council 

0-83-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE SERVICE-SAFETY DIRECTOR TO EXECUTE A 25-
YEAR EASEMENT WITH OHIO UNIVERSITY TO REPLACE A WATERLINE.  Introduced by 
Council Member Grace 

0-84-23 
AN ORDINANCE GRANTING A SPECIAL RIGHT-OF-WAY USE PERMIT AT 39 HOOPER 
STREET TO PATRICK AND JAMES BALDING, OWNERS, FOR CONTINUED USE OF THE 
CITY RIGHT-OF-WAY FOR AN EXISTING FENCE. Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 

0-85-23 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING A CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION FROM MADISON 
ENERGY COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION/UTILITY PIPELINE LTD, FOR USE OF THE 
CITY’S RIGHT-OF-WAY.  Introduced by Council Member Grace 
 

0-86-23 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF A POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE NO 
LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.  Introduced by Council Member Risner 

0-87-23 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-22. 
Introduced by Council Member Crowl 

7. One-Reading Resolution  

 • R-10-23 
A RESOLUTION CREATING A PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY AND BICYCLE 
TASK FORCE FOR THE CITY OF ATHENS.  Introduced by Council Member Risner 

8. Announcements & Other Business:  

 • Confirm Mayor's Appointment to Athens Municipal Arts Commission 

 • Confirm Mayor's Appointment to Board of Zoning Appeals 

 • Motion to Remove from the Table: 
R-06-23 
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT 
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TO OPPOSE ALL FORMS OF BIGOTRY, PREJUDICE, AND RACIAL 
INJUSTICE.  Introduced by All Members of Council 

9. Opportunity for Citizens to Speak on Legislative Items and City Services Not 
Covered on the Agenda  

10. Adjournment  

 

Chris Knisely  
President of Council 

  
The City of Athens supports the Americans with Disabilities Act. Requests for reasonable 
accommodation may be made with the ADA Coordinator in the City Building or by calling 592-
3367. 
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   0-78-23

Introduced by Sarah Grace, Chair
 Planning & Development Committee

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING PERMANENT UTILITY RIGHT-OF WAY 
EASEMENTS FROM OCULUS ACQUISTIONS, LLC FOR ACCESS TO THE 
EXISTING CITY LIFT STATION AT UNIVERSITY ESTATES.   

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:    Athens City Council does hereby accept utility easements from 
Oculus Acquisitions, LLC for access to the existing City lift station at University 
Estates.  Said agreement grants and conveys to the Grantee permanent utility right-of-
way easements needed for access to the existing City lift station at University Estates 
and the right to maintain, repair, and replace, as needed, utility lines in the easement 
areas, more fully described in the agreement attached hereto and incorporated herein 
by reference.  

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon its passage 
and approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-79-23

Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE 65-23, THE 2023 APPROPRIATION 
ORDINANCE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Section I of Ordinance 65-23 is hereby amended to read as 
follows:  

Section I: The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance 155-22 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Twelve Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($12,500.00) to General Fund, Lands & 
Buildings, 101.112 Other Administrative, 101.120, T.C. 200-300, for vehicle leasing;

One Thousand Dollars ($1,000.00) to Recreation Fund, 270, T.C. 600, for refunds; and

Two Hundred Fifteen Thousand Dollars ($215,000.00) to Capital Improvements, 580, 
T.C. 500, for City Hall 150th Anniversary Renovation, and increasing the total 
appropriations by the same amount.  
     
          SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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       0-80-23

Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE APPROVING A THEN-AND-NOW CERTIFICATE FOR PAYMENT 
TO BDT ARCHITECTS & DESIGNERS FOR PARKING GARAGE IMPROVEMENTS, 
PHASE III, PROJECT #362; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  A Then-and-Now Certificate in the amount of Six Thousand Two 
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($6,250.00) is hereby approved for Project #362, pursuant to 
Ordinance 35-23 and Purchase Order MV99999. 

SECTION II:  This Ordinance shall be an emergency measure necessary for 
the preservation of the health, welfare and safety of the residents of the City of Athens, 
Ohio, in order to maintain fiscal integrity, and it shall be in full force and effect upon its 
passage and approval by the Mayor.

____________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

__________________________ ____________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-81-23

Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-22.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance 155-22 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000.00) to General Fund, Auditor, 101.102, T.C. 600, for 
additional income tax refunds; and

Fifty-Two Thousand Dollars ($52,000.00) to General Fund, Police, 101.207, T.C. 100, 
for police payouts, and increasing the total appropriations by the same amounts.  
     
          SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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          0-86-23

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
            Transportation Committee

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING DISPOSAL OF A POLICE DEPARTMENT VEHICLE 
NO LONGER NEEDED FOR A MUNICIPAL PURPOSE.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:   Athens City Council hereby declares the following Athens Police 
Department vehicle no longer needed for a municipal purpose:

       VEHICLE            SERIAL/VIN #               FIXED ASSET#       
(APD)  2017 Jeep     1C4NJRBB9HD129560 850331

SECTION II: The above-listed vehicle is hereby authorized for disposal by 
donation to other governmental agencies, auction, sealed bids, trade-in, sell for scrap, 
or by Enterprise wholesale auctions or other Enterprise outlets.  

SECTION III:   This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect at the earliest 
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

 ____________________________
President of Council

   ATTEST: APPROVED:

   ____________________________ _____________________________
   Clerk of Council Mayor
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  0-87-23

Introduced by Sam Crowl, Chair
 Finance & Personnel Committee 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 2023 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE 155-22.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  The 2023 Appropriation Ordinance 155-22 is hereby amended by 
appropriating from the unappropriated balance the following sums:

Three Thousand Six Hundred Forty Dollars ($3,640.00) to General Fund, Lands & 
Buildings, 101.112, T.C. 200, for the 2023 NOPEC Energized Community Grant; and

Twenty Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00) to Water Fund, Administration 740.636, 
T.C. 300, for payments to Le-Ax Rural Water District under the Kershaw Greene 
agreement, and increasing the total appropriations by the same amounts.  
     
          SECTION II: This Ordinance shall be in effect and full force upon passage and 
approval by the Mayor.

_________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

________________________ _________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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                R-10-23

Introduced by Jeff Risner, Chair
  Transportation Committee

A RESOLUTION CREATING A PEDESTRIAN ACCESSIBILITY AND BICYCLE
TASK FORCE FOR THE CITY OF ATHENS.

WHEREAS, in 2010 City Council adopted a Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan to
provide an environment that makes walking and bicycling a safe and attractive
option; and

WHEREAS, the City’s Comprehensive Plan 2040, adopted in 2020, states that 
a guiding principle is that “we will promote multi-modal and active transportation
solutions that better connect our neighborhoods, our destinations, and each other,”
and that based on community input, “there was broad support for strengthening the
sidewalks and bicycling network and addressing accessibility challenges throughout
town;” and

WHEREAS, Athens City Council Resolution R-14-21, adopted on
December 13, 2021 created an ad hoc Pedestrian Accessibility Committee tasked
with identifying pedestrian priorities and strategies to meet the goals set forth in the
City’s 2040 Comprehensive Plan and the 2010 Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan; and

WHEREAS, the ad hoc Pedestrian Accessibility Committee developed the City
of Athens Pedestrian Accessibility Plan that includes 47 recommendations designed
to improve pedestrian safety and accessibility and that the City Council voted to
accept on April 17, 2023; and

WHEREAS, cities that provide safe and enjoyable places to walk and bicycle
are more economically productive in that they encourage business activity, attract
visitors, and increase property values; and

WHEREAS, a group tasked with working collaboratively with the city and other
complementary groups can better ensure that the Pedestrian Accessibility Plan will
be implemented according to the priorities, needs and wants expressed in the plan
and align with city planning documents and priorities;

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I:  Athens City Council hereby supports the creation of a Pedestrian 
Accessibility and Bicycle Task Force, within the City Council Transportation 
Committee, tasked with promoting walking and biking as part of a multi-modal 
transportation system and providing leadership and expertise to City Council and City 
staff.
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SECTION II: Athens City Council recommends that the Task Force be 
comprised of, at a minimum, five (5) members to include:  (2) residents, one that may 
reside outside the corporate limits but within the county, a representative of the City’s 
Commission on Disabilities, an Ohio University student, and a member of City 
Council, all to be appointed by the Council President.  

SECTION III: Objectives of the Task Force shall include:

● Establish Task Force governance and representation
● Promote traffic, pedestrian, bicycle and personal mobility device safety,

accessibility, and awareness
● Work with City administration to implement recommendations in the

Pedestrian Accessibility Plan
● Promote SPACE (Safety, Proximity, Accessibility, Connection, and

Ease) for an optimal transportation infrastructure.

SECTION IV: Said Task Force will coordinate with Athens City Commissions, 
Committees, and Departments including:  the Athens City Commission on 
Disabilities; Environment and Sustainability Commission; Shade Tree Commission; 
Engineering and Public Works; Arts, Parks, and Recreation; and other organizations 
including the Athens City-County Health Department; Age-Friendly Athens County; 
Athens County Mobility Manager; Athens Public Transit; Ohio University 
Transportation Services; and the Office of Sustainability.

SECTION V: City Council recommends the Task Force report to City Council
annually and submit an annual report of progress on its objectives as outlined above.

SECTION VI: This Resolution shall be in full force and effect at the earliest
moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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                                                     Christine Wilson 
11777 Peach Ridge Road, Athens, Ohio 

45701      740-707-1771 | 
flutina57@gmail.com 

 
Profile 

 

My background is very eclectic; as a professional musician, teacher, radio host, and an advocate for folks 
with disabilities. I am currently a retired musician and recently retired from the Athens County Board of 
Developmental Disabilities. Certified professional in the developmental disabilities field with a passion for 
advocacy and community outreach. A flexible, patient, and creative problem-solver with an open mind who 
loves learning from others. I am organized, empathic, and energized. I enjoy helping others, gardening, 
community involvement, and home projects. 
Comfortable with a variety of technology and software. 

 
Experience 

 

Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities, Athens, Ohio January 2019-July 2022 
Integrate Athens Coordinator, Integrate Athens 

● Assists in creating inclusive opportunities for people with developmental disabilities. 
● Leads and assists in Integrate Athens Advocacy meetings twice a month. 
● Provide resources for the ACBDD Service and Support Administration, Athens County Day 

Centers, Direct Support Providers, and ACBDD families. 
● Assists with the Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities with events, projects, 

and presentations geared towards inclusiveness and community involvement. 
 

Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities, Athens, Ohio August 2014 - 2019 
Integrated Outcomes Coordinator, ATCO 

● Advocates for adults with developmental disabilities. 
● Completes written, person-centered plans for individuals while at ATCO. 
● Provide daily interaction with individuals and assists with problem-solving for everyday life skills. 
● Assist ATCO and the Athens County Board of Developmental Disabilities with events, projects, 

and presentations geared towards inclusiveness and community involvement. 
 

PersonnelPlus, Athens, Ohio April 2012 – August 2014 
Job Trainer 

● Provided job coaching and training for clients with developmental disabilities. 
● Completed detailed daily electronic documentation and reports. 

 
Substitute Teaching positions June 1999 – April 
2012 Created positive learning environments along with maintaining order, organization, and 
efficiency in the classroom. Provided conflict-resolution in dealing with parent/student situations. 

 
● Saint Patrick School, London, Ohio February 2012 - April 

2012 Music, K-8 and Social Studies, Middle School 
 

● Columbus Catholic and Columbus City Schools, Columbus, Ohio August 2011 - Feb 
2012 All academic subjects and music K-6 
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● Athens City Schools, Athens, Ohio June 1999 - May 

2011 All academic subjects and music K-12 
 
 

Private Flute/Piccolo Teacher, Murray, Kentucky and Athens, Ohio September 1985 - May    
2011 Taught flute/piccolo to elementary through high school students. 

 
Owensboro Symphony Orchestra, Owensboro, Kentucky                                             August 1985 - July 1998 

Third Flute and Piccolo in an Eighty-piece orchestra 
● Eight subscription concerts per year. 
● Performed with Joshua Bell, Christopher O’Riley, Marian McPartland, John Denver, 

Florence Henderson, Alison Krauss, and the Osborne Brothers. 
 

Evansville Philharmonic, Evansville, Indiana                                                                        August 1990-1998   
 First Call for Flute and Piccolo in an Eighty-piece orchestra 

 Twelve Subscription Concerts per year 
 Performed with Smothers Brothers, Maureen McGovern, and Sandi Patty 

 
WKMS 91.3, Murray, Kentucky March 1985 - June 1993 
Volunteered weekly as an on-air Classical Music Radio Host 

● National Public Radio (NPR) 
● Host, voice-overs, record scheduled program feeds, and technical production of a classical 

radio program. 
 

Education 
 

Western Illinois University, Macomb, Illinois 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Music Education, 1980
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PROPOSED LANGUAGE FOR AMENDMENT

                R-06-23

Introduced by All Members of Council

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF ATHENS REAFFIRMING ITS COMMITMENT TO 
OPPOSE ALL FORMS OF BIGOTRY, PREJUDICE, AND RACIAL INJUSTICE.   

WHEREAS, the City of Athens is devoted to cultivating a City community that 
ensures all members of the community are welcomed and supported; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens is committed to creating a future where 
community members of all diverse race, as well as, age, religion, ethnicity, citizenship 
status, gender identity, sexual orientation, and socioeconomic diversity are welcomed 
and can thrive in an intersectional democracy; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens acknowledges historical injustices and existing 
structural racism in the City of Athens that have impacted community members’ 
success in and access to education, employment, healthcare, and housing, and other 
areas; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens supports strengthening efforts to promote 
accountability across local organizations and institutions; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens is committed to equity, fairness, and justice, 
protecting its most vulnerable residents and those most impacted by racial inequities; 
and;

WHEREAS, the City of Athens acknowledges the work of Council by declaring 
racism a public health crisis in Athens City Resolution 10-20; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Athens is committed to cultivating a space that centers 
and celebrates the diverse lived experiences of all members of our community; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens condemns acts of discrimination, racial 
profiling, brutality, and other forms of mistreatment by any City employee, brutality, 
racial profiling, and the use of excessive force by law enforcement officers, individual 
law enforcement officers and our police department and supports strengthening 
efforts to promote accountability for all City employees; and

WHEREAS, the City of Athens is committed to investing in public safety and in 
services that ensure all members of our community’s safety, health, and well-being 
are centered, and supports immediate steps to analyze existing City structures, 
policies, and budgets to ensure it promotes racial equity for all members of our 
community; and

Page 69 of 70



WHEREAS, the City of Athens will dedicate resources, platforms, political will, 
and authority to identifying and addressing gaps that continue to exacerbate existing 
racial inequities within our community;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ATHENS, OHIO:

SECTION I: The City of Athens is hereby committed to cultivating a 
community centered on the City’s vision statement that “Athens is a welcoming, 
forward-thinking, and diverse community that celebrates its eclectic college town 
roots while growing sustainably.”

SECTION II: The City of Athens’ hereby confirms its commitment to local 
actions that promote racial equity and improve outcomes for all people.

SECTION III:  the Mayor, staff, and City Council will work together to create a 
Racial Equity Plan for the City and to develop an appropriate budget to support such 
a plan, create regular reporting cycles for City Council to review and discuss 
progress.

SECTION IV:  the Mayor, staff, and City Council will create and strengthen 
existing partnerships while offering resources to community organizations and 
individuals engaged in work that supports racial equity.

SECTION III V:  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect at the 
earliest moment permitted by law upon its passage and approval by the Mayor.
 

________________________
President of Council

ATTEST: APPROVED:

_______________________ ________________________
Clerk of Council Mayor
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