
Shade	Tree	Commission	
Minutes	

June	13,	2018	at	4:00	pm	
Athens	City	Council	Chambers	

 
 

Meeting Attendees: David Ingram, John Kotowski, Lee Gregg, Nancy Walker, Emilie Wood, 
also attending Lisa Eliason 
 
 

1. Review by the Law Director, Lisa Eliason of the Ohio Sunshine Laws. Her 
presentation is attached to these minutes. The following are some points of note. 
a. The Shade Tree Commission is a Public Body and its Meetings and actions are 

subject to the Ohio Sunshine Laws. 
b. We must ensure that proper notice is given for our meetings. (It was 

confirmed by Scott Thompson after the meeting that when the chair sends 
the agenda to him, it is published on the web and to the City’s social media 
sites. This is the same process as used for all of the City’s Public Bodies) 

c. When requested, for example by the Code office to review a Title 37 
landscape plan, we may have additional meetings outside our normal 
schedule as long as we give proper notice. 

d. If we visit a site and three or more commissioners are to be present we need 
to give proper notice of our visit and record minutes since this is a meeting 
for which proper notice must be given and therefore minutes made. 

e. We must be careful not to discuss items on the agenda by email or other 
means, which require a formal discussion of the Commission. 

f. The video recording of the meeting does not constitute the minutes. 
g. The minutes need to contain all materials considered at the meeting as part 

of any action taken by the Commission. This includes plans presented to the 
commission. These need to the retained as per the City’s record policy. 

 
2. Title 33: Tree Permit, Right-of-Way Issues, Public Land 

There were no Title 33 Issues that came before the Commission today. 
 

3. Title 37: Landscape Ordinance Issues 
There were no Title 37 Issues that came before the Commission today.  
 

4. Report by Ron Lucas 
a. Would like to work with STC on a replacement tree plan for W. State St. near 

Dalton Field. AEP needs to replace facilities and the pines in that area will 
need replaced. 

b. Arbor Day in September or October. Plant a chestnut or two in a public place 
with the Athens AM Rotary. Have school children involved.  

c. Tree removals on S. May, Mulligan Rd., N. Congress and Tulane need to 
happen. I believe these are classified as emergency removals. 

d. America In Bloom tour will take place from July 25th - 27th.  
e. Questions for Ron: 

i. What resources do we have for information sheets? 
ii. Can the Arbor Day planting be at the Middle School? There have been 

ashes removed and we have some sites that need to be replanted. 



iii. On W. Union St. where we have some ginkos, can we add some more 
shade trees? 

iv. There are some blue marks on trees in the RoW on Old Peach Ridge, 
why? 

 
5. Maintenance of the Tree Canopy 

a. Email sent by the Chair to the mayor and others regarding the requirement 
for consultation of the Shade Tree Commission for City projects involving 
trees. (email is attached, there has been no response) 

 
6. Other 

a. There will be a review of the attendance of past meetings to determine if 4:00 
PM on Wednesday is better than 7:00 PM on Thursday. 

 
7. Minutes of the May 9th meeting.  

These minutes were recommended for approval by Nancy Walker and seconded 
by Emilie Wood.  The Commission unanimously approved the minutes as 
presented. 

 
Next	meeting: July 11th, 2018 at 4:00 pm in the Athens City Council Chambers 







































David Ingram <d3ingram@gmail.com>

Swimming Pool trees
1 message

David Ingram <d3ingram@gmail.com> Tue, May 29, 2018 at 9:41 AM
To: Ron Lucas <rlucas@ci.athens.oh.us>
Cc: Steve Patterson <spatterson@ci.athens.oh.us>, Paul Logue <plogue@ci.athens.oh.us>, Peter Kotses
<pkotses@athenscitycouncil.com>, astone@ci.athens.oh.us
Bcc: David Ingram <d3ingram@gmail.com>

Dear Ron
I am very disappointed with the trees planted at the swimming pool parking lot.

Dogwoods are not shade trees. The swimming pool parking lot had several shade trees that were providing shade for
that parking lot. All have been removed. In my lifetime I will never again be able to park my car in the shade in that
parking lot again.I will now return to a car whose temperature will be extremely high. I will now use more energy than I
used to use cool the car down. Never mind the increase in the heat-island effect of the city that the loss of the shade
trees around the parking lot will cause. Indeed, there is likely to be further major renovation of the pool and its parking
lot in the next thirty years it will take for any shade trees we now plant to produce significant shade for that lot, and
those dogwoods will certainly not do it. I can only hope that future renovations will not destroy trees we now plant.

If this city is to be credible when it comes to it claims to act sustainably, to be green, it needs to follow through, to
walk-the-walk. It needs to plan to conserve the trees it has as well as planting shade trees to increase the tree
coverage. The Shade Tree Commission, under Title 33 in section 01.02 (C), is expected by City Council "To assist the
properly constituted officials of the City of Athens, Ohio, as well as the council and citizens of the city in the
dissemination of news and information regarding the selecting, planting and maintaining of trees within the corporate
limits, whether the same be on private or public property, and to make such recommendations from time to time to the
council as to desirable legislation concerning the tree program and activities for the municipality;".

This process of consultation rarely happens. We have never seen a copy of the plans for the swimming pool. The
engineers and architects should have consulted with us, on behalf of the city, just as they would do for a private
developer. We also have never seen the plans for East State St. despite landscapes being removed that we had been
consulted about during the widening of East State St.

We need to change the culture to acknowledge the benefits of trees, to recognize the time it takes to achieve those
benefits, and to also recognize how long (100+ years) those benefits can last for.

David

--
David C. Ingram
Chair, Shade Tree Commission
d3ingram@gmail.com
120 Morris Ave,
Athens OH 45701

Gmail - Swimming Pool trees https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=4b0c6a0d5f&jsver=nz7oc4z...
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